


AS AMERICA CELEBRATES 250 
YEARS, THE NORTH COUNTRY 

REFLECTS ON A MILITARY LEGACY 
THAT SPANS MORE THAN TWO 

CENTURIES
Times Staff Report

A
s the United States 
celebrates 250 years 
of independence, 
Northern New York 

has its own remarkable mili-
tary story to tell.

For more than two centu-
ries, the region has played 
a vital role in the nation’s 
defense—from the military 
buildup at Sackets Harbor 
during the War of 1812 to the 
establishment of Pine Camp 
in 1908, the return of the 10th 
Mountain Division to Fort 
Drum in 1985 and the global 
missions launched from the 
installation today.

Few regions in America 
can trace such an unbroken 
connection between military 
service and community. That 
enduring partnership has 
shaped the North Country’s 
economy, its communities 
and its identity for genera-
tions.

That relationship is per-
haps most visible through 
Fort Drum, one of the Army’s 
premier installations and 
home to the 10th Mountain 
Division. For the past 40 years, 
Advocate Drum has worked 
to strengthen the partnership 
between the installation and 
the communities that have 
grown alongside it.

Long before Fort Drum 
became home to the 10th 
Mountain Division, the North 
Country played a critical role 
in America’s defense. From 
the military buildup at Sack-
ets Harbor during the War of 
1812 to Madison Barracks, 
the establishment of Pine 
Camp in 1908 and the global 
missions launched from Fort 
Drum today, Northern New 
York has been intertwined 
with the military history of the 
United States for generations.

Today, that relationship is 
perhaps most visible through 
Fort Drum, one of the Ar-
my’s premier installations 
and home to the 10th Moun-
tain Division, but it also ex-
ists through Advocate Drum, 
which for 40 years has worked 
to strengthen ties between 
the military installation and 
the communities that sur-
round it.

The organization’s roots 
trace to one of the most con-
sequential moments in mod-
ern North Country history.

In September 1984, the 
Department of Defense an-
nounced that the 10th Moun-
tain Division would be reac-
tivated and stationed at Fort 
Drum. The decision trans-
formed the installation and 
the region around it. The an-
nouncement set in motion 
one of the largest periods of 
growth in the region’s mod-
ern history. Roads, housing, 

250 Years of Service, 40 Years of Partnership

See 250 T4

Soldiers march with fl ags representing the states and provinces 
during the Salute to the Nation after the live demonstration of 
the 10th Mountain Division infantry on June 21, 2019, at Fort 
Drum. From the Watertown Daily Times Archive
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1121 Comins Rd., Osceola NY | www.nysotfa.com

52nd Annual
Fiddle Picnic Festival

July 24, 25, 26

North American Fiddlers Hall of Fame & Museum
FREE PARKING • HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE NO DOGS OR PETS • SMOKE FREE

NORTH AMERICAN FIDDLERS HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM ENTRY INCLUDED with general admission
Judy’s StrEATery Food Truck | Sat. lunch through Sun. afternoon | Some breakfast. Limited Gluten Free available

Facebook: New York State Old Tyme Fiddlers Assn.
The Fiddler’s Picnic Festival is made possible by the NYS Council on the Arts with the 

support if the O�ce of the NYS Governor and the NYS Legislature.

Featuring George Wilson & The 
Whippersnappers • Friday 7:00 pm
Bon�re and Jam Session
Saturday 9:00-6:00 $10 Admission
9:00 NYS Old Tyme Fiddlers Assn. 

Membership Meeting
Workshops-Included with Admission
10:30-11:15 Luthier Werner Koenig-
Keep �ddle in tip-top shape
Whippersnappers-Piano/guitar 
accompaniment
11:15-12:00 George Wilson-Bowing 747
12:00 Movies of Past Fiddlers’ Picnics
1:00-6:00 Concerts
George Wilson & The Whippersnappers
Open Jams & Open Mic
Saturday 7:00-10:00 pm $5 Admission
Adirondack Playboys

Round & Square Dancing
Evening is made possible by Lewis 
County
Sunday 10:30-4:00 $10 Admission
11:00-Gospel Music
12:00 Lunch & Open Jam
1:00-2:00 George Wilson & The 
Whippersnappers
2:00-3:00 Class of 2026 Hall of Fame 
Inductions
3:00-4:00 George Wilson & The 
Whippersnappers
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We are proud to have secured over $100 million in grant 
funding for local projects throughout the North Country.

Rely on us as a trusted partner who will help you realize your funding 
objectives and navigate the grant writing process from beginning to 
end. We also assist with access to key officials and decision makers in 
order to best position your project for success. 

We specialize in grant writing, project and funding 
assessment, economic development consulting, 
business advancement strategies, incentive 
negotiations and grant administration. 

The Leading Source for The Leading Source for The Leading Source for 
Grant ExpertiseGrant ExpertiseGrant Expertise

Contact Leann West or Diane Wladis 
6312 Fly Rd., East Syracuse, NY 13057 | 215 Washington St., Suite 107, Watertown, NY 13601 

info@strategicdevelopmentspecialists.com | strategicdevelopmentspecialists.com 
315.251.1314
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schools, utilities, health care 
systems and local govern-
ments all faced the challenge 
of preparing for thousands 
of new soldiers and family 
members. The creation of the 
Fort Drum Steering Council 
reflected the recognition that 
no single community could 
manage that growth alone.

The Fort Drum Steering 
Council was formed in 1985 to 
help communities prepare for 
the growth that would accom-
pany the division’s arrival. 
Supported by the federal Of-
fice of Economic Adjustment 
and local partners, the coun-
cil coordinated planning ef-
forts and educated residents 
about the opportunities and 
challenges associated with 
the Army’s expansion.

When federal funding ex-
pired in 1990, local leaders es-
tablished the Fort Drum Re-
gional Liaison Organization 
to continue that work. The 
organization later became 
Advocate Drum, reflecting a 
broader mission of support-
ing both the installation and 
the communities connected 
to it.

For four decades, Advo-
cate Drum has served as the 
region’s primary bridge be-
tween military and civilian 
leadership. The organization 
brings together local govern-
ments, school districts, busi-
nesses, health care providers, 
economic development orga-
nizations and military leaders 
to address issues affecting 
both the installation and the 
surrounding communities. 
Its mission has remained re-
markably consistent since 
the arrival of the 10th Moun-
tain Division: ensuring that 
Fort Drum and Northern New 
York continue to succeed to-
gether.

Over the past four de-
cades, the organization has 
become a leading voice on 
issues affecting Fort Drum 
and the region. It has worked 
alongside elected officials, 
business leaders and military 
commanders to promote the 
installation’s value, advocate 
for military families and sup-
port projects benefiting both 

soldiers and civilians.
Among its most visible ef-

forts has been helping the 
region respond to rounds of 
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure reviews, ensuring Fort 
Drum’s strategic impor-
tance remains understood in 
Washington and Albany. The 
organization also has sup-
ported initiatives involving 
housing, workforce develop-
ment, health care, recreation 
and quality-of-life improve-
ments for military families.

The significance of that 
work extends well beyond the 
gates of Fort Drum.

For generations, military 
service has shaped the North 
Country’s identity. Soldiers 
have served alongside lo-
cal emergency responders 
during natural disasters. Mil-
itary families have enrolled 
children in local schools, 
volunteered with commu-
nity organizations, coached 
youth sports, joined church-
es, started businesses and, 
in many cases, chosen to re-
main in Northern New York 
long after military service 
ended. Veterans have be-
come employers, teachers, 
elected officials, emergency 
responders and civic leaders, 
helping strengthen commu-
nities across the region.

As America commemo-
rates its semiquincentennial, 
the North Country offers a 
unique example of how mili-
tary and civilian communities 
can grow together.

That relationship stretches 
from the naval shipyards and 
military defenses of Sack-
ets Harbor during the War of 
1812 to the training grounds 
of Pine Camp, the return of 
the 10th Mountain Division 
to Fort Drum in 1985 and the 
global missions carried out by 
soldiers stationed here today.

In the decades following 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, Fort Drum became 
home to one of the Army’s 
most heavily deployed divi-
sions. Thousands of North 
Country-based soldiers 
served repeated combat tours 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, while 
other units supported mis-
sions in the Balkans, the Horn 
of Africa, Haiti and elsewhere 
around the globe. For many 
Americans, the 10th Moun-
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Croghan & Jalapeno Bologna, Amish Butter, Croghan Candy, Freeman Ta�y, Breakfast Crunch Granola
Local Pure Honey, Creamed Honey, Caramels After Five, Carmel Corn King, Grandma's Doughnuts

Made in Lewis County Maple Products:
Syrup, Cream, Sugar Cakes, Lollipops, Granulated Sugar, Mustard

LOWVILLE PRODUCERS CHEESE STORE
American 
Apple Pie Cheddar 
Applewood Smoked Cheddar 
Asiago 
Bacon Cheddar 
Bacon Cheddar Ranch 
Bacon Horseradish Cheddar 
Bergenost-Norwegian 
Bleu Cheese 
Blueberry 
Brick (young) Cheese 
Bu�alo Bill Cheddar (hot) 
Bu�alo Wing Jack (Mild) 
Bruschetta Jack 
Chastinet (mild chewy 
parmesan) Champagne 
Cheddar (sweet) 
Cheese Curd (Plain, Garlic, 
Garlic & Dill, Bu�alo Wing, 
Horseradish, Jalapeno, Sour 
Cream & Onion) 
Chipotle Pepper Jack (hot) 
Chutter (Mild Cheddar Spread) 
Colby 
Colby Jack 
Colby Salami 

Colby Salsa 
Cracked Black Pepper 
Cranberry Chipotle 
Dill and Garlic Cheddar 
Extra Sharp Cheddar 
Farmers/Veggie Farmers 
Cheese Fontinella 
Garden Veggie Yogurt Cheese 
Garlic Cheddar 
Garlic & Herb Cheddar 
Ghost Pepper(Hot) 
Goat Cheese (Seasonal) 
Gorgonzola 
Gouda 
Smoked Gouda 
Smoked Gouda with Bacon 
Green Olive Cheddar 
Green Onion Cheese 
Gruyere Alpine Style 
Hatch Chili 
Havarti-Original, Chive/
Horseradish, Dill Hickory 
Smoked Cheddar 
Horseradish Cheddar 
Horseradish-Smoked Cheddar 
Habanero & Jalapeno Cheddar 

(hot) Jalapeno/Cayenne 
Cheddar (hot) Jalapeno 
Peppadew 
Jalapeno Cheddar 
Jalapeno Muenster 
Jumpin’ Jack 
Killer Dill 
Limburger & Limburger Spread 
Mango Fire Cheddar 
Maple Cheddar 
Maple Bourbon Cheddar 
Medium Cheddar 
Mild Cheddar 
Monterey Jack 
Mozzarella 
Muenster 
Mushroom Leak 
Parmesan 
Peppadew 
Pepper Jack/Smoked Pepper 
Jack 
Pepperoni Cheese
Pizza Cheese
Port Wine Cheddar 
Provolone and Smoked 
Provolone Aged Provolone 

Sharp Cheddar 
Aged Swiss 
Swiss 
Smoked Swiss 
Bab Swiss 
Lacy Swiss- 25% Less Fat 
Smoked XXX-Treme and 
Medium Sour Cream and Onion 
Cheddar Steakhouse Onion 
Strawberry Chardonnay 
Tequila Lime Cheddar 
Tomato & Basil Cheddar 
Wasabi Horseradish Cheddar 
XXX-Treme (3 yr. old Cheddar) 
XXXXX-TremerEst (5 yr. old 
Cheddar) Tempting 10 Year Old 
Cheddar
16 and 20 Year Old Cheddar
31b Waxed Sharp Cheddar 
Block Cheese Spreads/Shaker 
Cheese Kraft Flavored Cream 
Cheeses
Kraft Plain Cream Cheese 31b 
Tubs, & Loaves

Open Monday-Saturday 
8:00am-5:00pm • 315-376-3921

Over 75 Flavors of Cheese
7396 Utica Boulevard Lowville, New York 
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130 Canal St, Carthage, NY 13619 
 Phone: (315) 554-9376  

Starters & Shareables 
CROWN Z POUTINE $11.29
Crispy fries topped with melted cheddar cheese curds and gravy

MUSSELS PROVENCAL $13.29
1# mussels in garlic, butter, tomato, wine and parsley broth w/ 
crostini

MAPLE BACON BRUSSELS $12.29
SPROUTS 
Roasted Brussels sprouts w/ dates, bacon and maple drizzle

OX SPIN DIP $13.29
Spinach, artichoke hearts, cream cheese and parmesan cheese, 
served warm with naan bread

CHEESY GARLIC BREAD $12.29
Baguette slices topped with garlic butter, melted mozzarella w/ 
side of marinara

BREWHAUS PRETZEL $9.29
Giant Brewhaus Pretzel served with beer cheese & honey mustard

THE BIG MOZZ  $10.00
6 jumbo mozzarella sticks served with our house marinara

ONION RINGS $9.00
10 fried onion rings served with our BBQ ranch sauce

BROCCOLI CHEDDAR BACON BITES $12.50
Broccoli, Cheddar cheese and bacon in a delicious batter and deep 
fried golden brown

Sandwiches & Salads
CLASSIC BURGER $12.99
6 oz. beef patty w/ American cheese, LTOP on potato roll w/ 
side of mayo & fries. Add bacon for $2.00. 
add a 6oz patty for 4.00

CHICKEN SANDWICH $15.29
Grilled or house-breaded, fried chicken breast, LTOP on roll 
w/ side of mayo & fries. Available Bu�alo-style, garlic parm, 
bbq or nashville hot for a dollar . Add bacon for $2.00.

CHOPPED BEEF SANDWICH  $17.29
Roasted, shaved beef dipped in au jus, cheddar, horsey sauce 
on a brioche bun w/ fries

STOCK SALAD $9.29
Romaine, cucumber, tomato, red onion, croutons w/ choice 
of dressing. Add crispy or grilled chicken for 5.00. 
add shrimp for 7.00

CAESAR SALAD $10.29
Romaine, house-made Caesar dressing, croutons & parmesan.
Add crispy or grilled chicken for 5.00. Add shrimp for 7.00.

ANTIPASTO SALAD $14.79/LG
chopped romaine tossed in house Italian dressing with ham, 
pepperoni, salami, prov cheese, onions, tomatoes, bl olives 
and peperoncini.

Entrees
CHICKEN & CHIPS $15.29
House-battered chicken tenders w/ fries, honey mustard or 
Guinness BBQ and apple-gorgonzola slaw

Wednesday thru Saturday 4pm-9pm 
Drinks til 10pm

FISH & CHIPS $17.29
House-battered haddock w/ fries, tartar sauce, fresh lemon 
and apple-gorgonzola slaw. Available broiled by request.

SHRIMP & CHIPS  $17.29
breaded jumbo shrimp w/ fries, cocktail sauce, fresh lemon 
and apple-gorgonzola slaw

WEST END DILL HADDOCK $19.29
Haddock baked with garlic butter, fresh dill cream sauce, fresh 
lemon, apple-gorgonzola slaw and choice of side

NEW ENGLAND BAKED HADDOCK $19.29
Haddock baked with garlic butter, butter/crumb topping and 
lemon beurre blanc, fresh lemon, apple-gorgonzola slaw and 
choice of side

SHEPHERD’S PIE $15.29
Ground beef simmered in gravy with onion, celery, carrot, 
peas, topped with mashed potatoes and cheddar

Scampi Omnia    
$18.29 Grilled Chicken $20.29/Shrimp
Chicken breast or jumbo shrimp sautéed in garlic, butter, 
peppers and white wine over a bed of linguine w/ garlic bread

BROCCOLI ALFREDO  $13.29
$18.29/Grilled Chicken$20.29/Shrimp
House-made Alfredo with broccoli over a bed of linguine with 
garlic bread.

NY STRIP $25.99
14 oz. Charbroiled NY strip w/ vermouth button mushrooms & 
onions (on side) w/choice of side

Grilled Sirloin $21.99
8oz �ame grilled sirloin steak cooked to your liking with 
mashed potatoes and chefs veg.

CHICKEN PARMESAN $16.99
Italian breaded chicken topped with house made marinara, 
mozzarella and Parmesan cheese and a side of spaghetti.

LINGUINE W SHRIMP $19.99
Linguine, shrimp, peppers and onions sauteed in a light and 
spicy house made marinara saucew 

Sides
SIDES  $4.00
Fries, House or Caesar Salad, Apple-Gorgonzola Slaw, 
Mashed w/ gravy, Chef’s Veg, Mac n cheese +2.00

Kids Menu
(under 12)

Entrée $8.29
Chicken Tenders, Kraft Mac & Cheese or Grilled Cheese (choose 
one) Side Fries, Mashed potatoes w/ gravy or Pasta w/ butter 
(choose one)

Chicken Wings
BONE-IN 
JUMBO CHICKEN WINGS  $16.00/10EA
1.8 to 2 lbs of crispy bone in chicken wings piled high and 
tossed in your choice of mild, hot, sweet hot, garlic parm, bbq, 
or nashville hot. your choice of blue cheese or ranch with 
celery for an additional 1.50

BONELESS WINGS  $12.00/10OZ
10 ounces of juicy, breaded boneless wings tossed in your 
choice of mild, hot, garlic parm, bbq or Nashville hot. Your 
choice of blue cheese or ranch with celery for an additional 1.50

Bar Menu
CHEESE PIZZA $12.00/SMALL$16.00/LARGE
Traditional, large, cheese pizza. Toppings: Pepperoni, 

Sausage, Mushrooms, Onions, Bell Peppers, Black Olives, 
ham, pineapple, bacon, Jalapenos, Banana peppers 2.00 ea 
Extra Cheese 2.50 ea

Apps
CHICKEN WINGS $16.00
(10) chicken wings. Sauces: Hot, Mild, BBQ, Garlic Parm, 
sweet hot and Nashville Hot

BONELESS WINGS $12.00/10oz
10 OZ of juicy boneless wings tossed in your choice of 
mild, hot, garlic parm, sweet hot, bbq or Nashville hot. Blue 
cheese, ranch w celery for an additional 1.50.

MOZZARELLA STICKS $10.00
Classic, fried mozzarella sticks with marinara dipping sauce

ONION RINGS $9.00
Fried onion rings w/ BBQ ranch dipping sauce

BREWHAUS PRETZEL $10.00
giant brewhaus pretzel served with honey mustard and beer 
cheese.

POUTINE $11.00
Crispy fries topped with melted cheddar cheese curds and 
gravy. add beef 4.00

BROCCOLI CHEDDAR BACON BITES $12.29
Broccoli, Cheddar cheese and bacon in a delicious batter 
and deep fried golden brown.

Salad
ANTIPASTO SALAD $12.99/LG
Lettuce, onion, tomato, ham, pepperoni, salami, provolone, 
house Italian dressing and pepperoncini

STOCK SALAD $9.50/LG
lettuce, onion, tomato, cucumber, croutons and your choice 
of italian, ranch or blue cheese,

Burgers, Sandwiches
CLASSIC BURGER $11.29
5 oz beef patty with Cooper sharp american, LTOP on a 
Brioche bun with a side of mayo and fries. Add bacon for 
2.00. Add a 5oz patty for 3.00

CHICKEN SANDWICH $15.29
Grilled or house breaded fried chicken breast, LTOP on a 
brioche bun with a side of mayo and fries . available tossed 
in your favorite zero dock wing �avors. add bacon for 2.00

CHOPPED BEEF SANDWICH $17.29
Roasted, shaved beef dipped in au jus, Cheddar, horsey 
sauce on a brioche bun with fries entrees

FISH N CHIPS $17.29
house battered haddock w/ fries, tarter sauce, fresh lemon 
and apple gorgonzola slaw.

CHICKEN N CHIPS $15.29
house battered chicken tenders, fries , and gorgonzola slaw 
with honey mustard or Guinness bbq

SHRIMP AND CHIPS $17.29
house battered jumbo shrimp w fries and cocktail sauce 
served with gorgonzola slaw



tain Division became synon-
ymous with the nation’s re-
sponse to the Global War on 
Terror.

Four decades later, the im-
pact envisioned by those ear-
ly planners can be measured 
not only through military 
readiness, but throughout the 
North Country economy.

According to Fort Drum’s 
Fiscal Year 2025 Economic 
Impact Statement, the instal-
lation generated more than 
$2.2 billion in direct econom-
ic impact during the past fis-
cal year and has contributed 
more than $38 billion to the 
regional economy since eco-
nomic impact calculations 
began in 1988.

Fort Drum today sup-
ports a military population 
of 13,320 assigned soldiers 
and 22,736 family mem-
bers. Another 3,698 civil-
ians and contractors work 
on or near the installation. 
Beyond active-duty person-
nel, the installation serves a 
broader military community 
that includes 32,896 retirees 
and 3,259 surviving spouses 
throughout its area of respon-
sibility.

The installation remains 
the largest employer in 
Northern New York and con-
tinues to influence nearly ev-
ery aspect of life in Jefferson, 
Lewis and St. Lawrence coun-
ties.

Local schools received 
more than $32.4 million in 
federal Impact Aid during fis-
cal year 2025 because of mili-
tary-connected students. Fort 

Drum-related payroll totaled 
nearly $1.94 billion. The in-
stallation spent nearly $97.5 
million on contracts, supplies 
and services and another $23 
million on utilities purchased 
from New York providers.

The past two years have 
brought a remarkable con-
vergence of military anni-
versaries. In 2025, the Army 
celebrated its 250th birthday 
and the 80th anniversary of 
the 10th Mountain Division’s 
historic assault on Riva Ridge 
during World War II. This 

year, Advocate Drum marks 
its 40th anniversary, continu-
ing a partnership that began 
alongside the division’s re-
turn to Fort Drum in 1985.

The North Country’s con-
tribution to the nation’s de-
fense did not end with the 
War of 1812 or even the Glob-
al War on Terror. Today, Fort 
Drum soldiers continue to 
help shape the future of mili-
tary operations through train-
ing, experimentation and in-
novation.

Just as Pine Camp once 
prepared soldiers for con-
ventional warfare and the 
10th Mountain Division lat-
er became synonymous with 
mountain operations and 
light infantry combat, Fort 
Drum today is helping pre-
pare soldiers for a battlefield 
increasingly shaped by au-
tonomous systems, electron-
ic warfare and unmanned air-
craft.

Through initiatives such as 
the 10th Mountain Division’s 
Counter-Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Academy and Moun-
tain Innovation Systems Lab, 
soldiers are developing and 
refining the skills and tech-
nologies that may define the 
next generation of military 
operations.

As the nation marks 250 
years of independence, Fort 
Drum stands as a reminder 
that military readiness and 
community support have 
long gone hand in hand in 
Northern New York.

For more than two centu-
ries, the region has answered 
the nation’s call—from de-
fending Sackets Harbor 
during the War of 1812 to 
supporting one of the Ar-
my’s most heavily deployed 
divisions in the 21st centu-
ry. Through Advocate Drum, 
that partnership continues to 
evolve, ensuring that military 
readiness and community 
support remain inseparable.

Forty years after helping 
prepare the region for the 
arrival of the 10th Mountain 
Division, Advocate Drum 
continues to strengthen the 
connection between soldiers 
and the communities they call 
home while helping ensure 
Fort Drum remains a corner-
stone of America’s defense for 
generations to come.

250
From T4

The Madison Barracks 9th Division of the 25th Field Artillery, on maneuver at the Pine Camp 
artillery range prepare to fire a 75-millimeter gun. In 1906, the area of Pine Camp near the 
communities of Black River and Deferiet was selected by the commanders of Madison Barracks for 
training. Courtesy of the 10th Mountain Division & Fort Drum Museum

Third graders John Carr, Scott Hyde and Joseph Trombley (from right) watch the complicated 
gauges and controls of an Army UH-1 “Huey” helicopter from Fort Drum that landed on the fields of 
General Brown Central School for a brief visit one morning in September 1984.
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TOTAL RETURN INC.
NORTH COUNTRY
TAX & RECORDS

Wendy Hoskins
President

Income tax preparation for 
• Individuals
• Businesses
• Farms

Office: (315) 376-4424
Fax: (315) 376-6374

Payroll processing and 
sales tax processing

Email: totalreturninc@outlook.com | Website: www.nctrsi.com
Maling: PO Box 38 Glenfield, NY, 13343 | Physical: 6588 State Route 12 Lowville, NY 13367



By Bert Gault
Times Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: This story 
was published on Sept. 11, 
1984 in the Watertown Daily 
Times

The horse Rep. David O’B. 
Martin rode in February 
called a long shot has indeed 
made it to a bright future.

From the beginning, the 
North Country’s collective 
emotions seemed shared 
more by hope than expecta-
tion that the Army would de-
cide to station all or most of 
its new light infantry division 
at Drum.

A couple of weeks after the 
possibility became known, 
Mr. Martin told revelers at 
a Republican victory cele-
bration in Watertown that 
“the odds are long” that any 
more troops would be sta-
tioned permanently at Fort 
Drum once installation offi-
cials went from about 17,000 
base-area determination, 
which sparked political and 
civic uprising that no mili-
tary force could ignore.

Gov. Mario Cuomo, U.S. 
Sens. Alfonse M. D’Amato 
and Daniel P. Moynihan, 
Congressman Martin, the 
New York congressional 
delegation, state Sen. H. 
Douglas Barclay, Assembly-
men Robert Nortz and John 
S. D. O’Neil, both houses of 
the state Legislature and the 
governing bodies of Jeffer-
son, Lewis and St. Lawrence 
counties.

Local business leaders, 
civic organizations and ser-
vice industries geared up to 
tell Army officials at two pub-
lic meetings on stationing 
alternatives that the North 

Country wanted and could 
accommodate the division.

Only three people publicly 
opposed bringing the troops 
here.

Community support for 
the division was listed early 
as a key to the Army’s sta-
tioning decision. Politics 
certainly played a role as 
well, but its importance is 
tempered by the realization 
that the Republican admin-
istration has flopped a plum 
in the state that produces 
the Democrats’ convention-
al nominee, Rep. Geraldine 
Ferraro, vice presidential 
nominee.

While the bankers’ bite 
remains to be tested, there 
is no question that Drum 
supporters have written a 
remarkable story of biparti-
san “bootstraps” for North 
Country activism.

Congressman Martin and 
military officials reviewed 
Feb. 9 that Fort Drum was 
one of several military bas-
es being considered for the 
home of all or part of the Ar-
my’s 17th active component 
division.

Mr. Martin, a second-term 
Republican from Canton, 
began to rally the troops.

He and his former Albany 
roommate, Assemblyman 
Nortz, met with Defense Sec-
retary Caspar W. Weinberger 
to lay the groundwork for the 
case for Drum.

The congressman also 
touted the North facility’s 
advantages in sessions with 
Army Secretary John O. 
Marsh Jr. and Gen. John A. 
Wickham Jr., the Army chief 

North Leaders Ride ‘Long Shot’ Winner

See LONG SHOT T8
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      JULY & AUGUST 2026
FREE Membership for ARMY TEENS
Ages 13-17 Years
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of staff.
Still, Mr. Martin told the GOP faithful at a late 

February dinner, “It’s a long shot.”
By then, though, Mr. Cuomo had pledged state 

aid for roads, housing and schools that might be 
needed if the division were to be stationed here. 
The governor, too, went to Washington to make 
the Drum pitch.

Proponents saw the possibility as a major boon 
to the economy of Jefferson, Lewis and St. Law-
rence counties. But they stressed to the Army that 
Drum was the best possible site for the division 
and downplayed their own hopes for an econom-
ic revival.

The 930 Drum-promoted weather and terrain 
comparisons to many “coincidences” were said 
by the division might be dispatched. They said 
it offered opportunities for mutual support from 
and training of active Army and reserve units. 
They said it could enhance recruitment and re-
tention programs by offering an assignment close 
to northeastern soldiers’ hometowns.

The fort, they said, was large enough to handle 
the troops and provided contiguous land for liv-
ing, relaxing and training. They said Drum was 
underutilized, which meant it would be “cost-ef-
fective” to expand its mission.

Fort Drum also was ideally located to meet the 
rapid-deployment goal of the light infantry divi-
sion, proponents claimed.

The division could use Drum’s own Wheel-
er-Sack Airfield, the Watertown International Air-
port, Hancock Field in Syracuse or the Griffiss Air 
Force Base in Rome to fly to any of the world’s 
“hot spots.”

The division is intended to be a well-trained, 
highly motivated unit with a high leader-to-sol-
dier ratio that can quickly be deployed to “low-in-
tensity” conflicts around the globe, according to 
Lt. Gen. Fred F. Mahaffey, deputy Army chief of 
staff for operations and plans.

Its 10,200 soldiers will use 1,600 wheeled ve-
hicles, 100 helicopters, 100 motorcycles and six 
tracked vehicles. Their largest artillery pieces will 
be 105-millimeter, not 155-millimeter.

The Army predicts that the division could be 
set up in, say, the Persian Gulf in one-third the 
time it would take to deploy a more traditional 
“heavy” unit.

Bring it to Fort Drum, speakers at the first pub-
lic forum on the proposal told Army officials in 
April.

The “public scoping meeting” at the State Of-
fice Building attracted 225 persons; 44 of them 
spoke in favor of stationing the division at Drum, 
and one, only Jack Scordo, opposed the move.

Speakers recognized that the division could 
create problems for road wear and disposal pro-
grams and some school districts. Mr. Scordo 
claimed that welcoming the troops to the North 
Country would destroy the region’s quality of life 
and harm its agriculture and tourism businesses.

The Army’s draft environmental impact state-
ment cited these and other concerns but insisted 
mitigating measures were possible.

Long Shot
From T7
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Editor’s Note: This story was 
originally published Aug. 1, 1962 
in the Watertown Daily Times

CLAYTON — What does the 
word “Acraman” stand for, and 
what actually happened at Cran-
berry Creek and Bartlett’s Point, 
two largely forgotten naval and 
land skirmishes in the War of 
1812?

Professional scuba diver 
Donald “Moe” Hunt of Water-
town, who played a prominent 
role in the search for the historic 
cannon Old Sow, has recovered 
an anchor near Clayton and is 
keeping secret other discoveries 
of possible relics in the murky 
shallows of Goose Bay that may 
have some connection to those 
battles.

But Hunt intends to keep his 
secrets until Sunday, when scu-
ba divers from throughout New 
York State gather at Merry Knoll 
Trailer Park for the annual out-
ing of the New York State Scuba 
Divers Association.

Each year, Merry Knoll, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. 
Eschenberg, serves as the gath-
ering place for divers interest-
ed in recovering artifacts from 
sunken ships in the St. Lawrence 
River.

Hunt’s latest discovery is an 
anchor recovered off Whiskey 
Island above Clayton, not to be 
confused with Whiskey Island 
near Alexandria Bay. While 
searching a deep-water shoal, 
Hunt found a section of chain, 
followed it to a depth of about 75 
feet, and discovered the anchor 
still attached.

Chiseled into the anchor is the 
word“Acraman” along with sev-
eral numbers. Despite inquiries, 
no one contacted so far has been 
able to identify either the name 
or the markings.

Some believe the anchor may 
have come from a vessel sunk 
during the War of 1812 in either 
the Battle of Cranberry Creek 
or the engagement at Bartlett’s 
Point.

Others believe it is simply an 
anchor abandoned by a steam 
yacht during the late 1800s, 
when wealthy vacationers 
fl ocked to the Thousand Islands.

That explanation may ulti-
mately prove correct because 
this style of anchor was not de-
signed until about 1913, long 
after the War of 1812. Most an-

chors from the war period had 
wooden crossbars, while this an-
chor has an iron crossbar.

Nevertheless, it would be in-
teresting to learn whether “Ac-

raman” was a trade name, the 
name of a ship, or something 
else entirely, and how the an-
chor came to rest on the river 
bottom.

Hunt’s discovery recalls 
Hough’s History of Jefferson 
County and its account of the na-
val skirmish at Cranberry Creek.

According to Hough, one 

American objective during the 
War of 1812 was to prevent Brit-

Anchor recovered in river could be war of 1812 Relic

See ANCHOR T10
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ish forces from enjoying ade-
quate supplies. To accomplish 
this, “letters of marque” were 
issued, allowing privately owned 

vessels to raid British supply 
ships.

On July 14, 1813, four Amer-
ican armed ships sailed from 

Sackets Harbor to intercept 
and capture a convoy of British 
supply boats bound up the St. 
Lawrence River toward Kings-
ton, Ontario. The American 
force was commanded by Isaac 
Chauncey.

The two ships proceeded up-
river and established a base at 
Goose Bay on July 17. The next 
day they captured 15 gunboats 
carrying British supplies. One 
gunboat, the Julia, mounted a 
13-pounder cannon and was 
taken into American service.

The Americans then attempt-
ed to surprise another British 
convoy by hiding their shal-
low-draft bateaux in Cranberry 
Creek.

The captured supplies report-
edly included 69 prisoners, 270 
barrels of pork, and 270 bags of 
pilot bread.

The British counterattack 
came on the morning of July 
21, when four gunboats and 
approximately 250 soldiers en-
tered Goose Bay and attempted 
a landing. The diffi cult terrain fa-
vored the American defenders.

According to American ac-
counts, the British were re-
pulsed after an all-day fi refi ght 
that crippled their vessels and 
infl icted heavy casualties.

British accounts, howev-
er, state their vessels became 
trapped in the narrow creek 
channel and withdrew because 
the captured prizes were not 
worth the risk. After repairing 

their boats, they retired from the 
bay. Captain Milnes, aide-de-
camp to the British commander, 
was mortally wounded.

The entire American effort 
ultimately proved unsuccess-
ful. Returning to Sackets Harbor 
with their captured supplies, the 
Americans were intercepted off 
Tibbetts Point by the British ship 
Earl of Moira, and the captured 
gunboat and most of the ba-
teaux were sunk.

The engagement at Bartlett’s 
Point occurred later, on Nov. 
1, 1813. Gen. Jacob Brown had 
concentrated troops at French 
Creek (now Clayton) in prepa-
ration for an invasion of Upper 
Canada. British forces attacked, 
and American guns positioned 
on the high ground at Bartlett’s 
Point repelled the assault. One 
British vessel was heavily dam-
aged and towed from the battle.

Because Whiskey Island lies 
only a short distance upriver 
from Bartlett’s Point, Hunt’s dis-
covery has led some to speculate 
that the anchor could have come 
from one of the vessels involved 
in that engagement.

Hunt himself remains cau-
tious. While the inscription“Ac-
raman” appears to be the 
strongest clue, no one has yet 
identified its meaning. Divers 
attending this weekend’s New 
York State Scuba Divers Associa-
tion outing hope that additional 
discoveries may help solve the 
mystery.

Anchor
From T9

This rusty anchor was recovered by professional scuba diver 
Donald “Moe” Hunt, Watertown, near Whiskey island in the St. 
Lawrence River above Clayton bears the inscription “Acraman.”
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By David Inglehart
Staff Writer of the Times

Editor’s Note: This story was 
published on July 3, 1976. It is 
reprinted here in its entirety.

T
he United States for-
mally declared war on 
Great Britain on June 
19, 1812. It had been 

less than 30 years since hostil-
ities between the colonies and 
England had ceased, and in 
those years the fledgling states 
had been clamoring to establish 
for themselves a place among 
the nations of the world.

The U.S. had declared itself 
neutral during the Napoleonic 
Wars, which occupied Europe 
in the years preceding 1812. 
However, British outrages on 
the high seas, including the 
impressment of American sail-
ors (who the British still con-
sidered Englishmen), turned 
American sentiments decided-
ly against the old foe.

With those sentiments, and 
with aspirations of acquiring 
new territory in Canada, the 
United States attempted to as-
sert itself in the War of 1812.

Northern New York State 
was largely wilderness at the 
time. The average tree stood 
135 feet high and crude roads 
led through primeval forests 
to frontier settlements. About 
14,000 pioneers had made 
their way into the area by the 
start of the war, settling in such 
towns as Ellisburgh, Theresa, 
and Watertown.

As early as 1808, military 
forces were stationed in the 
area, primarily to enforce rev-
enue laws between the Unit-
ed States and Canada. In that 
year a company of infantry and 
some artillery were stationed 
at the mouth of Black River Bay 
on the eastern shore of Lake 
Ontario. The place was called 
Sackets Harbor, named after 
Augustus Sacket, and it was to 
become a focal point in the en-
suing war.

In 1808, President James 
Madison enacted an embargo 
which led to the establishment 
of several militia detachments 

on the southern shores of the 
St. Lawrence River opposite 
Kingston. British goods from 
Kingston had practically been 
a necessity for the new settlers 
of remote Jefferson County, 
and the embargo was violat-
ed and openly defied by them. 
Many stirring scenes were en-
acted as smugglers crossed the 
river with contraband.

Other military build-ups 
occurred when the governor 
of New York, Daniel D. Tomp-
kins, ordered five hundred 
stand of arms deposited at 
Champion, and in 1810, when 
an arsenal was built nearby in 
the village of Watertown. On 
both sides of the border, mili-
tary forces were preparing for 
the inevitable clash.

Construction of the brig 
Oneida at Oswego in 1809 was 
the first step in a race for naval 
superiority on Lake Ontario. 
The Oneida was sent to Sackets 
Harbor, where she was to help 
enforce the embargo. The pres-
ence of the warship there led to 
further fortification of the tiny 
port. It would soon become the 

center for all shipbuilding and 
naval operations on the lake.

In May and June, 1812, the 
Oneida captured several Brit-
ish vessels for violation of the 
embargo and revenue laws. 
First there was the schooner 
Lord Nelson, owned by par-
ties at Niagara, Upper Canada. 
The Lord Nelson had been on 
her way to Kingston, and was 
seized in American waters as a 
lawful prize for violation of the 
embargo. Later the schooner 
Ontario was taken at Cape Vin-
cent, but it was soon afterward 
discharged. Another schooner, 
the Niagara, was captured and 
sold because of a revenue law 
violation.

Retaliation was inevita-
ble, and it came at the foot of 
the Thousand Islands, above 
Brockville, where a band of Ca-
nadians captured and burned 
two schooners in a small fleet 
of trading vessels on their way 
to the lake from Ogdensburg. 
Upon the capture of the two 
boats, the rest returned to Og-

SACKETS HARBOR AND THE WAR OF 1812

A Matter of Moxie and Might

A map of Sackets Harbor during the War of 1812 published by the Watertown Daily Times in 1976.

MAY 29, 1813
Location: Sackets Harbor, 

Jefferson County, New York
American Commanders:
• Brig. Gen. Jacob Brown
• Commodore Isaac 

Chauncey
British Commander:
• Lt. Gen. Sir George Prevost
British Force:
Approximately 1,000 to 

1,200 troops supported by 
warships and gunboats.

American Force:
A combination of regular 

Army troops, sailors, militia 
and local volunteers.

Objective:
Destroy the American naval 

base, shipyard and military 
stores at Sackets Harbor, the 
principal U.S. military installa-
tion on Lake Ontario.

What Happened:
British troops landed west 

of the village and initially 
routed portions of the local 
militia. American defenders 
regrouped under Jacob Brown 
and mounted a stronger de-
fense. Fearing growing Amer-
ican resistance and uncertain 
about reinforcements, British 
commanders withdrew.

Result:
American victory.
Why It Mattered:
The survival of Sackets Har-

bor allowed the United States 
to continue shipbuilding op-
erations on Lake Ontario and 
maintain a crucial military 
foothold on the northern fron-
tier.

Legacy:
The battle established Sack-

ets Harbor as one of the most 
significant military sites of the 
War of 1812 and helped launch 
Jacob Brown’s rise to national 
prominence.

BATTLE OF SACKETS HARBOR 
 AT A GLANCE

See SACKETS T12
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densburg.
As a result of this preliminary 

aggression, Governor Tomp-
kins, for whom a fortifi cation 

at Sackets Harbor was named, 
wrote Gen. Jacob Brown of 
Brownville, and ordered him to 
call out the militia in Jefferson, 

Lewis, and St. Lawrence coun-
ties. They were to be armed 
and equipped from the arse-
nals at Watertown and Russell, 
a village to the east along the 
Grasse River.

After concentrating a por-
tion of the militia along the St. 
Lawrence, where it was feared 
the Canadians were prepar-
ing to attack, Brown headed 
for Sackets Harbor, where an 
attack from the lake was said 
to be imminent. The reports 
proved premature by one 
week.

On the morning of July 19, 
1812, Canadians in a num-
ber of ships under the com-
mand of Commodore Earle 
of the Canadian Provincial 
Marine descended on Sackets 
Harbor. The defenders had 
been warned of the enemy’s 
approach by the crew of an 
American boat captured and 
released by the Canadians 
off Cape Vincent. The crew 
brought the message that the 
Oneida and the Lord Nelson 
were to be given up or else the 
town would be burned.

A U.S. Navy lieutenant at 
Sackets named Woolsey tried 
to gain the lake in the Onei-
da upon receiving the news, 
but was forced to turn back 

as the Canadians made their 
approach to Black River Bay. 
Returning to the harbor, he 
moored the Oneida so that 
one broadside — nine guns — 
could be brought to bear on the 
enemy. The rest of the guns on 
board were removed to batter-
ies along the shore. The stage 
was set for the fi rst battle of 
Sackets Harbor.

The main battery of guns at 
Sackets Harbor was located 
on the bluffs at Fort Tomp-
kins. It was there that a single 
32-pounder (fi ring a 32-pound 
ball), dominated several 
24-pounders. The “Old Sow,” 
as the gun was called, had 
been retrieved from the har-
bor, where it had lain half-sub-
merged near the shore after 
being determined too heavy 
for the Oneida. Its nickname 
derived from the fact that while 
in the water, it looked like a pig 
wallowing in the mud.

A little before 8 a.m., July 19, 
the following enemy vessels 
sailed into Black River Bay: 
Royal George, 24 guns; Prince 
Regent, 22 guns; Earl of Moira, 
20 guns; Simcoe, 12 guns, and 
Seneca, 4 guns.

After several alarm-guns 
aroused the militia in the vicin-

Sackets
From T11

See SACKETS T13
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ity, the Americans prepared to 
give the Canadians their fi rst 
salvo with the 32-pounder. 
Due to a lack of 32-pound can-
nonballs, the inventive defend-
ers, specifically Captain Wil-
liam Vaughan, decided to wrap 
a 24-pound ball in old pieces of 
carpet so that it would fi t snug-
ly into the oversized barrel. The 
result was disappointing if not 
ridiculous, as the fi rst shot sent 
carpet and ball in every direc-
tion but straight. It was said 
that upon seeing the sight, the 
Canadians laughed so hard 
they could be heard on shore 
several hundred yards away.

The fi ring lasted for about 
two hours, the attacking ves-
sels remaining just out of range 
of the smaller guns, while send-
ing most of their own shots into 
the rocks below the American 
battery. One of the Canadian 
cannonballs, however, made 
it over the bluffs and landed 
intact not far from the Sacket 
mansion. It happened to be a 
32-pound ball, and was imme-
diately snatched up and car-
ried to “the Old Sow.”

The proper cannonball was 
all that Captain Vaughan need-
ed, and his next shot struck the 
Royal George just as she was 
turning to deliver a broadside. 
According to the Utica Patriot, 
the shot “raked the ship,” kill-
ing and wounding a large num-
ber of men.

The laughter had ceased 
and the Canadians had had 
enough. Commodore Earle 
headed his fl eet out of Black 
River Bay, and the fi rst battle 
of Sackets Harbor was over. 
But the next attack on the port 

would be much more fi ercely 
contested.

After the victory at Sackets, 
it became of prime interest to 
the United States to control 
Lake Ontario. But whereas the 
British had several warships 
already on the lake, the Amer-
icans had only the Oneida and 
the schooner Julia, which car-
ried a long 32-pounder and two 
long sixes.

In order to remedy the sit-
uation, the national govern-
ment appointed Commodore 
Isaac Chauncey to be com-
mander-in-chief of the Navy 
on the lakes. At the time of his 
appointment, Chauncey was 
head of the navy yard at Brook-
lyn. He was a respected leader 
and an able organizer, and was 
to be instrumental in an attack 
on Canada.

Born in Connecticut in 1772, 
Isaac Chauncey went to sea 
early in life, and was master of 
his fi rst vessel at the age of 19. 
He made several successful 
voyages to the East Indies in 
vessels owned by John Jacob 
Astor. In 1798 he entered the 
navy as a lieutenant and served 
gallantly in the Mediterranean 
during the Tripolitan War. He 
returned to the Mediterranean 
after the War of 1812, and later 
became a commissioner of the 
navy. When he died at the age 
of 67, he was president of the 
board of commissioners.

Chauncey’s first action as 
Commodore of the lake’s em-
bryonic navy was to send 40 
shipbuilders from New York 
City to Sackets. At their head 
was Henry Eckford, who had 
helped build the Oneida. Eck-
ford immediately laid the keel 
of the U.S.S. Madison, named 
after the president. The Mad-
ison was a large frigate-rigged 

Sackets
From T12

See SACKETS T14
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corvette designed to carry 26 
32-pounders and 300 men. 
Over the next two-and-a-half 
years Eckford would direct 

construction of the entire fleet 
at Sackets.

Meanwhile, several mer-
chantmen were purchased 

and fitted with guns. Among 
the ships brought into service 
in this manner were: Growler, 
Conquest, Pert, Scourge, Gov-
ernor Tompkins, and Hamil-
ton.

Over the course of the win-
ter of 1812-13, the build-up 
at Sackets Harbor continued 
as thousands of troops made 
their way to the frontier out-
post from every point in the 
nation.

Among the arrivals was the 
famous Gen. Zebulon Pike, 
who marched through a snow 
blizzard with 600 men from 
Plattsburgh. There were Gen. 
Henry Dearborn, and Oliver 
Hazard Perry, the hero of Lake 
Erie, and Gen. Winfield Scott, 
William Henry Harrison, Zach-
ary Taylor, James Fenimore 
Cooper, and Washington Ir-
ving. While ice lay on the lake, 
these men made plans for the 
invasion of Canada.

The first attack was to be 
made on York (now Toronto). 
As the capital of Upper Can-
ada, the place was strategic 
politically as well as militarily. 
The plan for attack was devel-
oped by General Dearborn and 
Commodore Chauncey, since 
it was to be a joint land and na-
val operation. The ice having 

cleared out of the lake, some 
1,700 soldiers crowded onto 
Chauncey’s fleet and set sail for 
York on April 25, 1813.

Early in the morning of the 
27th the fleet appeared before 
the village of York, and com-
mand of the land forces was 
given to General Pike. Direct-
ing the landing from the deck 
of the newly-built Madison, 
Pike became agitated when his 
troops were blown downwind 
into the fire of riflemen along 
the shore. He immediately 
called for a boat and in a mat-
ter of minutes was personally 
involved in the fighting.

Born Jan. 5, 1779, in Lamber-
ton, New Jersey, Zebulon Pike 
was the son of an army officer, 
and entered the army while still 
a boy. In 1805, two years after 
President Jefferson had com-
pleted the purchase of the vast 
Louisiana Territory, Pike was 
commissioned to explore the 
present Minnesota region. The 
following year he left St. Louis 
with a party of 23 men on a re-
connaissance in the direction 
of northern Mexico. While in 
what is now Colorado, he re-
marked upon an exceptionally 
high mountain, which came to 
be known as Pike’s Peak. Re-

Sackets
From T13

See SACKETS T22
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Editor’s note: This story was 
published July 3, 1976 in rec-
ogntion of Northern New York-
ers who shaped world affairs in 
the fi rst 200 years of the United 
States.

Charles E. Bohlen, who for 
more than 30 years was one of 
the government’s most infl u-
ential advisers on Soviet rela-
tions, was born Aug. 30, 1904, 
at his family’s summer cottage 
on Grindstone Island near 
Clayton.

His parents, Charles and Ce-
lestine Eustis Bohlen, lived in 
Aiken, S.C., in the winters and 
spent summers in Jefferson 
County. Each had paid fre-
quent visits to Grindstone Is-
land and rented a place in the 
Thousand Islands before pur-
chasing land on the northwest 
side of Grindstone.

They built their cottage 
in the style of Mrs. Bohlen’s 
home in Aiken — with a half-
moon design — and called it 
Midriver Farm.

Charles Bohlen was raised 
in Ipswich, Mass., and was 
graduated from St. Paul’s 

School, Concord, N.H., in 1923 
and from Harvard University 
in 1927. As a Harvard man he 
was a member of the Porcel-
lian Club, where he was given 
the name Chipper, later abbre-
viated to Chip.

After college graduation, he 
left on a tramp steamer trip 
around the world. When he 
returned in 1929, he passed a 
foreign service examination 
and began his diplomatic ca-
reer assigned to the vice-con-

From Grindstone to Moscow

Charles E. Bohlen.

See MOSCOW T21
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Equal Housing
Opportunity

315-714-3129



I
nnovation in Northern 
New York is not limited 
to universities and pri-
vate industry. Fort Drum 

has increasingly become a 
center for military innova-
tion as the Army adapts to 
rapidly changing battlefield 
technologies.

In 2026, the 10th Moun-
tain Division established a 
Counter-Unmanned Aerial 
Systems Academy to train 
soldiers to operate and de-
fend against drones, one of 
the defining technologies of 
modern warfare. The divi-
sion’s Mountain Innovation 
Systems Lab is producing 
drone components on post, 
allowing soldiers to rapid-
ly test, refine and field new 
ideas without relying entire-
ly on outside suppliers.

The effort reflects a broad-
er shift taking place across 
the Army as lessons learned 
from conflicts in Ukraine, 
the Middle East and else-
where reshape military 
training and doctrine. Fort 
Drum soldiers are receiv-

ing hands-on instruction in 
drone operations, detection, 
concealment, survivability 
and counter-drone tactics 
designed to prepare units for 
future battlefields.

As one of the Army’s most 
heavily deployed divisions 
during the wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq, the 10th 
Mountain Division helped 
shape modern military op-
erations during the Global 
War on Terror. Today, the 
division is helping the Army 
adapt to a new era of warfare 
in which unmanned aircraft, 
artificial intelligence and 
rapidly evolving technolo-
gies are changing how sol-
diers fight and survive.

From mountain warfare 
in World War II to count-
er-drone operations in the 
21st century, Fort Drum 
continues to play a role in 
developing the capabilities 
that will shape the future of 
the U.S. Army.

Fort Drum and the Future of Military Innovation
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from the staff at

S&L electric
5313 STATE HWY. 56, COLTON, NEW YORK 13625

TEL: 315-262-2631 • Info@slelectric.com
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This year, America celebrates 250 years of independence.

Samaritan Health honors the service members, veterans, and community heroes 
who have shaped our nation and strengthened the North Country.

Since 1881, we’ve been honored to serve those who serve others.

Proudly caring for the North Country’s heroes.

Health

samaritanhealth.com

No U.S. Army endorsement implied

Celebrating America. 
Caring for the North Country.
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2022 CHRYSLER VOYAGER LX 
4DR VAN

$20,998
Stk#16719. White Clear Coat, Auto, 60,382 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2023 GMC ACADIA DENALI 
4DR SUV

$32,998
Stk#16919. Summit White, Auto, 67,238 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX 4DR 
SEDAN

$8,998
Stk#16958. Dark Cherry, Auto, 103,151 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2018 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 
LONGHORN 4DR TRUCK

$29,998
Stk#16798. White Clear Coat, Auto, 84,198 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2023 KIA SORENTO HYBRID SX 
PRESTIGE 4DR SUV

$27,798
Stk#16805. Gravity Blue, Auto, 89,147 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 SUBARU FORESTER 
LIMITED 4DR WAGON

$22,998
Stk#16781. Jasper Green Metallic, Auto, 76,231 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2017 TOYOTA COROLLA IM 
4DR HATCHBACK

$12,998
Stk#16956. Electric Storm Blue, Auto, 104,082 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS 
CROSS SPORT 4MOTION 4DR SUV

2019 GMC YUKON DENALI 
4DR SUV

$21,998 $36,998
Stk#16968. Pure White, TipTronic, 75,349 mi. Stk#16787. Onyx Black, Auto, 58,955 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2023 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
SPORT S 4DR SUV

$21,598
Stk#16897. Eiger Grey Metallic, Auto, 84,743 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 RAM 1500 BIG HORN/
LONE STAR 4DR TRUCK

$33,698
Stk#16947. Patriot Blue Pearl Coat, 50,842 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 NISSAN ROGUE S 4DR 
WAGON

$16,998
Stk#16928. Super Black, Auto, 83,237 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2016 HONDA CR-V EX-L 
4DR SUV

$19,498
Stk#16934. Silver Metallic, Auto,  59,591 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT 
4DR TRUCK

$23,998 $22,998
Stk#16962. White Clear Coat, Auto,  88,153 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 
SAHARA ALTITUDE 4-DOOR SUV

$29,998
Stk#16966. White Clear Coat , Auto, 64,382 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LIMITED 4DR SUV

Stk#16870. White Clear Coat, Auto, 84,222 mi.

2023 DODGE DURANGO SXT 
4DR SUV

$25,998
Stk#16744. Knuckle Clear Coat, Auto, 76,233 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 FORD BRONCO BIG BEND 
4DR SUV

$31,698
Stk#16833. Carbonized Gray, Auto, 53,125 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 FORD EDGE SEL 4DR SUV

$22,898
Stk#16938. Agate Black, Auto, 49,387 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 FORD F-150 XLT 
4DR TRUCK

$29,998
Stk#16727. EcoBoost 2.7L V6, Auto, 100,570 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra
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sulship in Prague, Czechoslo-
vakia, where he remained until 
1931.

The State Department, 
which had opened a division 
of Russian studies in antici-
pation of the resumption of 
relations between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, 
selected Bohlen as one of six 
men assigned to study Russian 
language, history and political 
theory.

By the time of the Potsdam 
Conference in 1945, Bohlen 
was so fl uent in the language 
that he could explain the tech-
nicalities of baseball to Joseph 
Stalin.

No other diplomat attended 
more high-level conferences 
during World War II and the 
immediate postwar period 
than Bohlen. He was President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s inter-
preter and sometimes advis-
er at the summit conferences 
with Stalin and Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill at Tehran 
and Yalta, and President Harry 
S. Truman’s interpreter at the 
Potsdam meeting.

He became a controver-
sial fi gure when his nomina-
tion by President Eisenhower 

as ambassador to the Soviet 
Union in 1953 was opposed by 
right-wingers, including Sen. 
Joseph R. McCarthy.

He also ran afoul of Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dull-
es. After more than four years 
as ambassador to Moscow, 
Bohlen was shunted to Manila, 
where he remained until Dull-
es died in 1959.

The disfavor was apparently 
due to Bohlen’s close relation-
ship to the Roosevelt adminis-
tration.

Following the death of Dull-
es, the new secretary of state, 
Christian A. Herter, brought 
Bohlen back to Washington as 
his adviser on Soviet affairs.

Bohlen’s last major assign-
ment was as ambassador to 
Paris. He was appointed to 
the post in October 1962 by 
President John F. Kennedy, 
and assigned the diffi cult role 
of getting along with French 
President Charles De Gaulle 
during the period when France 
was loosening her ties with 
the United States. Bohlen re-
mained in Paris for fi ve years.

He returned to the United 
States and spent the last year 
of nearly 40 years in foreign 
service as deputy undersecre-
tary of state for political affairs.

He died Jan. 1, 1974, in 
Washington Medical Center at 
the age of 69.

Moscow
From T17

By Marsha J. Davis
Times Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story was 
published Sept. 11, 1984.

Fort Drum will have a fl ag — 
a division fl ag — the symbol of 
an event to have the greatest 
impact on the installation and 
its relation to the North Coun-
try since the post’s World War 
II-era expansion.

Stationing of the headquar-
ters and brigade of the new 
light infantry division at Fort 
Drum will change its organi-
zation, landscape and popula-
tion, both civilian and military.

Over the next three years, 
the 10th Mountain Division 
will bring thousands of sol-
diers and dependents to Fort 
Drum.

The civilian work force will 
be expanded and millions of 

dollars in construction will be 
undertaken to accommodate 
them.

“We can handle the mis-
sion,” Col. Terrence L. Eaton, 
post commander, said. But, he 
cautioned, the transition will 
be better handled if the Army 
“doesn’t let the cart before the 
horse.”

With “a planned troop 
build-up and allocation of re-
sources in a logical manner,” 
Fort Drum will adjust to its role 
as home of the division head-
quarters and brigade, he said.

One immediate change will 
be the organizational struc-
ture of the post.

Colonel Roche no longer 
will be post commander. He 
will become deputy civilian 

Division Flag Brings Greatest Impact Since WWII

See DIVISION T27
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turning in the summer of 1807, 
he received the thanks of Con-
gress. He reached the rank of 
colonel of infantry in 1810, and 
in March, 1813, was commis-
sioned a brigadier general.

The bulk of the army hav-
ing attained shore, Pike soon 
followed and took charge of 
the infantry regiments, rifle 
companies and artillery de-
tachments. The Americans 
had difficulty moving their ar-
tillery across the soft ground 
and were attacked on their 
flank by British regulars using 
a six-pounder and a howitzer. 
The fighting was heavy, but the 
British were eventually over-
powered, at which point Pike 
led a charge that forced them to 
begin a general retreat.

With help from its fleet, 
which was pelting the enemy 
position with grapeshot, the 
Americans advanced, taking 
several redoubts. They were 
stopped when they came into 
range of the guns of the main 
garrison, however, and the 
American artillery was brought 
forward to return fire. Soon the 
guns in the garrison were si-
lent, and the Americans await-
ed the appearance of a white 
flag over the walls.

During this lull in the ac-
tion, while Pike was busy in-
terrogating a British sergeant, 
a tremendous explosion sent 
large stones and timbers rain-
ing down on the Americans. 
A stone powder magazine 
containing over 200 barrels of 
black gunpowder had blown 
up along the shore, sending 
deadly fragments hundreds of 
yards in every direction.

By the time the smoke 
cleared, Pike had been severe-
ly crushed by one of the large 
stones and some 50 Americans 
lay dead, along with 40 of the 
enemy. It is generally believed 
that the British deliberately 
blew up the magazine in a reck-
less last-ditch effort to stop the 
Americans.

Pike was taken out to the 
Madison, while the British de-
fenders beat a hasty retreat for 
Kingston. After learning of the 
final victory of his army, he 

died.
The American troops then 

went on a rampage, burning 
and looting the village in spite 
of the fact that Pike had ordered 
that it be saved. The burning of 
the capital at York outraged the 
British, and a consequence of 
the act was the the burning of 
the White House and Capitol 
Building at Washington just 18 
days later, Aug. 24, 1814.

The first phase of the inva-
sion of Canada had been com-
pleted at the cost of a valuable 
leader and about 80 dead and 
200 wounded. The next step 
the American plan called for 
was the capture of Fort George, 
at the western extremity of the 
lake opposite Fort Niagara. Af-
ter Fort George, Kingston was 
to be taken, then Montreal, and 
finally Quebec.

From York, Chauncey sailed 
to a point four miles east of Fort 
Niagara. There the troops were 
sent ashore to make an en-
campment, and Chauncey left 
with most of the fleet to obtain 
supplies and reinforcements 
at Sackets. The victory at York 
had netted hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars worth of booty, 
which was to be stored at the 
fortified port.

After Chauncey’s arrival, an 
elaborate funeral was held for 
Pike, and his body was buried 
beneath the blockhouse floor 
at Fort Tompkins. It was later 
removed to the military cem-
etery at Madison Barracks, 

and in 1900 the whole of the 
military cemetery was moved 
to a site along the road to Wa-
tertown. More than 100 years 
later, in 1928, an unsuccessful 
attempt would be made by cit-
izens of Colorado to move the 
body to the top of Pike’s Peak.

The attack on Fort George 
was commenced on the morn-
ing of May 27, when Chaunc-
ey and Capt. Oliver Perry de-
scended on the fort with the 
whole fleet and more than 
4,000 men. While victory was 
approaching for the Americans 
there, however, a formidable 
enemy was approaching the 
depleted force at Sackets.

The enemy had not been 
idle during the spring of 1813. 
The Canadian Provincial Ma-
rine had been taken over by the 
Royal Navy, the most powerful 
navy in the world at that time. 
New vessels had been built to 
strengthen the old fleet, and 
command was given to an ea-
ger young officer, Sir James Lu-
cas Yeo.

On the day of the attack on 
Fort George, the British fleet 
and the army garrisoned at 
Kingston set sail under the 
command of Sir Yeo and Sir 
George Prevost, Governor 
General of Canada. Their ob-
jective was the destruction of 
Sackets Harbor.

As Yeo arrived off Stony 
Point, a fleet of flat-bottomed 
bateaux from Oswego, laden 
with reinforcements for Sack-

ets, was sighted and attacked. 
The Americans didn’t see the 
British gunboats until too late, 
and half of their number were 
taken. The rest escaped.

Meanwhile, the dispatch 
schooner Lady of the Lake had 
sailed into Sackets Harbor, 
firing its alarm guns to notify 
Lieutenant Col. Electus Backus 
of the U.S. Light Dragoons that 
the British were close by.

Backus had been left in 
charge at Sackets while Gen-
eral Dearborn was at the other 
end of the lake with the vast 
majority of the army. He had a 
fighting force of only 250 dra-
goons, and the vulnerability of 
the port was no doubt brought 
startlingly home to him as the 
alarm guns sounded. He had 
been instructed by Dearborn 
to notify General Brown of the 
New York Militia in the event of 
an attack.

Brown arrived at Sackets 
with about 1,000 men, princi-
pally the Jefferson County mi-
litia and the Albany Volunteers. 
He placed these two groups 
opposite Horse Island, to the 
west of the village, where the 
British were expected to land. 
Here he hoped to force the in-
experienced, untrained troops 
of the militia into the vital bat-
tle, getting them to at least get 
off the first volley. Behind them 
he placed the regular army dra-
goons under Backus, forming a 
second line of defense.

The Americans would have 

to face 1,000 British troops, 
among them the Royal Scots, 
the 101st Newfoundland regi-
ment, the Canadian Vincibles 
and the pride of the British Ar-
my, the King’s Eight.

They came early on the 
morning of May 29, mak-
ing their way to shore in 33 
flat-bottomed bateaux and a 
number of gunboats. As they 
skirted Horse Island, the Amer-
ican artillery opened up and 
the fire was returned by the 
British gunboats.

First to come ashore were 
the fierce Royal Scots, who 
charged bayonets fixed, with-
out firing a shot. Against the 
orders of Brown, who wanted 
a volley, the militia fired spo-
radically. Advancing through 
the unconcerned British shock 
troops scattered the militia, 
sending them into the woods 
at a dead run. Many had retired 
for the day.

An angry, disgusted Brown 
charged after his men in an at-
tempt to rally them, while one 
exception to the rout, Capt. 
Samuel McNitt, managed to 
return about 100 men to a po-
sition on the extreme left of the 
American line. There they kept 
up an annoying fire on the con-
tinually arriving enemy.

The brunt of the fighting 
had fallen to the Albany Volun-
teers and the dragoons. These 
troops were being pushed back 
in spite of the fact that they 

Sackets 
From T14

The blockhouse at Fort Virginia. Blockhouses formed a perimeter around Sackets Harbor, connected by a palisades stretching from 
Fort Pike to the western edge of the village.

See SACKETS T24
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John Foster Dulles helped 
shape American foreign policy 
during some of the most conse-
quential years of the Cold War, 
but his connection to Northern 
New York began long before he 
became secretary of state.

Dulles’ father, the Rev. Allen 
Macy Dulles, served as pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Wa-
tertown before leaving to join the 
faculty of Auburn Theological 
Seminary. During those years, the 
Dulles family lived in Watertown, 
and John Foster Dulles attended 
school here as a boy.

Although his career eventually 
took him to Washington and dip-
lomatic capitals around the world, 
Dulles maintained close ties to 
Northern New York throughout 
his life. He regularly returned to 
Main Duck Island in eastern Lake 
Ontario and frequently traveled 
through Watertown on visits to 
the region.

Before becoming secretary of 
state, Dulles participated in major 
international negotiations follow-
ing World War II. As secretary of 
state under President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower from 1953 until 1959, 
he became one of the principal 

architects of American Cold War 
strategy.

Dulles played leading roles in 
strengthening NATO, supporting 
the creation of the Southeast Asia 
Treaty Organization and shaping 
U.S. responses to international 
crises involving the Soviet Union, 
Communist China and the Mid-
dle East. During his tenure, he 
became one of the most recogniz-
able American diplomats of the 
era.

Following Dulles’ death in 
1959, Watertown Daily Times 
Editor John B. Johnson wrote that 
Northern New Yorkers admired 
him not because they fully under-
stood the complexities of inter-
national diplomacy, but because 
they knew him personally. John-
son described Dulles as a frequent 
visitor who remained loyal to the 
region and comfortable among its 
residents despite the immense re-
sponsibilities of public office.

Dulles died in 1959, but his 
association with Northern New 
York remains a reminder that one 
of the most influential American 
statesmen of the 20th century 
maintained deep roots in the re-
gion throughout his life.

John Foster Dulles: A Northern New York Connection to 
World Affairs

John Foster Dulles
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were backed by the guns at Fort 
Tompkins, which were busy 
thundering away at the British 
columns.

Brown had failed in his ini-
tial attempt to bring the militia 
back into action and, returning 
to Colonel Backus’ position, 
found the situation growing 
desperate: Backus had fallen 
and thick smoke was rising 
from the vicinity of the supplies 
on the other side of the village.

Fearing at first that the en-
emy had attacked his rear, 
Brown was relieved to learn 
that the fire had been set by 
those guarding the supplies 
taken from York, out of fear 
that the day had been lost. It 
was now up to Brown to see 
to it that the day would not be 
lost.

Hearing that many of the 
routed militia had gathered 
on the roads to Adams and 
Watertown, Brown went after 
them. He came upon about 
500 men on the roads, and or-
dered them back into the fight 
with threats of courts-martial 
and execution if they did not. 
He also claimed that Backus 
was winning, a claim that took 
great liberty with fact.

Informed at this time by a 
Major Swan that the Ameri-
cans had expended their am-
munition, Brown responded: 
“It may be so, but tell no man!” 
It was thus by a ruse that Brown 
managed to turn the militia 
around and lead them, full of 
new resolve, against the British 
flank.

As the militia took up its po-
sition, good fortune joined its 
side: the British believed they 
had fallen into a trap and were 
being cut off from their boats.

Sir George Prevost, suppos-
ing the militia to be reinforce-
ments of regulars in large num-
bers, sounded the retreat while 
the boats could still be reached. 
In a matter of minutes the tide 
had changed and the British 
were falling back so fast the 
Americans could not keep up.

Leaving many of their dead 
and wounded on the field, the 
British reached their ships. 
Then at about 10 a.m., Prevost 
sent a message ashore under a 
white flag demanding the sur-

render of the post. It was an au-
dacious act and the answer was 
suitably contemptuous.

Prevost then asked, and was 
denied, permission to send 
surgeons ashore to take care of 
his wounded. Brown answered 
that Americans were “distin-
guished for humanity as well as 
bravery.”

Soon after the fighting end-
ed, the Americans were em-
ployed in putting out the fires 
which had been set in the 
stores. A new ship, the General 
Pike, had also been launched, 
but was not severely damaged.

Commodore Chauncey, 
having received word of the 
attack on Sackets, raced back 
across the lake and arrived on 
June 2. Fort George had been 
taken, and it was time to solid-
ify and increase the American 
domination of the lake.

In the summer and fall of 
1813, Sackets Harbor’s phys-
ical strength was growing in-
creasingly stronger. New for-
tifications, more men, more 
supplies, and more ships from 
its yards were making Sackets 
into a veritable stronghold. 
Several cannonades were out-
fitted late during 1813, but 
there would be no more attacks 
on the post.

General Dearborn retired in 
1813, and was replaced by Gen. 
James Wilkinson, who was by 
all accounts incompetent.

In August, 1813, Wilkinson 
gathered the largest military 
force ever to sail the Great 

Lakes, and prepared to sail 
down the St. Lawrence to at-
tack Montreal.

The plan mortified Commo-
dore Chauncey, who thought 
sailing down the St. Lawrence 
before Kingston was foolhardy, 
especially when it would leave 
Kingston in full possession of 
the enemy in the rear. He ar-
gued that by taking Kingston, 
the entire British fleet on the 
lake would be in American 
hands, securing the lake once 
and for all.

Chauncey’s objections were 
overruled by the War Depart-
ment in Washington, and his 
attempt to capture Montreal 
with the army, in fact, did not 
even make it to Montreal. After 
sailing several miles below the 
rapids, it was forced to go into 
winter quarters at a spot at the 
Big Salmon River at what is 
now Fort Covington.

In the spring of 1814, Na-
poleon put his first abdication 
in at Fontainebleau, and the 
British now concentrated on 
aiding the Canadians, who 
consequently found supplies 
and troops easier to obtain. 
They were prepared to invade 
in large numbers.

During the summer, 
Chauncey and Sir James Yeo 
were once again vying for con-
trol of Lake Ontario. Neither 
ship had been built by mid-Ju-
ly as the conflict between the 
American ship Jefferson and 
Yeo’s had a large American vic-
tory. The Superior, launched 

on May 2.
The Jones and Pike came 

for the Superior half-finished 
from Albany, but ready for use 
to hasten construction. Sackets 
was inaccessible, so they were 
taken up the Mohawk, across 
Oneida Lake and down the 
Oswego River to Oswego. The 
heavy gear consisted main-
ly of 21 long 32-pound guns, 
10 24-pounders, cannonades 
and 10 cables (large spools of 
hemp).

On the evening of May 28, 
the cargo was loaded onto 18 
boats and sent from Oswego 
in the company of a fine corps. 
The plan was to sneak up as far 
as Stony Creek, avoiding a Brit-
ish blockade and from the head 
of the creek to transport the 
gear overland to Henderson 
Harbor, where it could be taken 
by boat to Sackets. The materi-
al was crucial to Chauncey, for 
without it the Superior could 
not sail and would be lord of 
the lake.

On the way north from Os-
wego, one of the supply boats 
was lost in the dark and fog. 
Under such conditions, it was 
decided that it was taking all 
the way to Sandy Creek. It 
would be safer for the other 
boats to head up Big Sandy 
Creek, five miles to the south.

At dawn the lost boat was 
sighted by the British and, en-
couraged, several gunboats 
were sent looking for the rest of 
the convoy and learned late in 
the day that it had sailed up Big 

Sandy. The next morning the 
gunboats glided up the narrow 
stream, a confident expedition 
of 200 men anticipating an easy 
American victory.

The British did not know the 
militia’s fine corps would be 
waiting for them.

Gen. Jacob Brown had also 
thought to lead a squadron of 
cavalry, some light artillery and 
some infantry to welcome any 
of the enemy.

At about 10 a.m., having 
landed alongside a thicket, the 
British marched and sailed into 
a dead-end ambush that forced 
them to give up the fight, them-
selves and their ships, all in the 
space of ten minutes.

The Americans had re-
mained hidden in bushes 
alongside the stream, and 
when the British upstream far 
enough, had opened up with 
destructive volleys. Blocked 
from all sides, the British sur-
rendered.

After this surprise, the Amer-
icans still had the task of trans-
porting them to Sackets.

This was done for the most 
part by oxen. However, one of 
the cables, a huge bundle of 
hemp to be used for various 
parts of the rigging and an-
chors of the Superior, proved 
too unwieldy and too heavy for 
travel by oxen. The cable was 
22 inches in circumference and 
weighed 9,600 pounds.

After a delay of a week, the 
men of Colonel Allen’s cav-
alry militia regiment from El-
lisburgh volunteered to carry 
the cable on their shoulders. It 
took 200 men, one-and-a-half 
days, to cover the nine or 10 
miles from Belleville, Smith-
ville, and Sackets.

For the rest of the summer, 
the Superior gave Chauncey 
mastery of the lake, remain-
ing supreme for the rest of the 
war. Yeo realized that unless 
the warships at Kingston were 
launched, he would lose con-
trol of the lake.

With 112 guns, the St. Law-
rence was the largest warship 
in world history at the time. But 
the “master of all” of the Amer-
ican vessels was to outlast it, 
and the New Orleans and the 
Chippewa, both completed 
in 1815, were under construc-
tion when peace was signed in 
Ghent, Belgium, on Dec. 24, 
1814.

Sackets 
From T22

With its bow pointed toward Lake Ontario, the unfinished ‘New Orleans’ waited patiently to have its 
picture taken long after the War of 1812 had ended. The ship was of enormous dimensions. Pierced 
for 120 guns and designed for a crew of 1,300 it had a beak of 56 feet and would have drawn 28 feet 
of water. Both the ‘New Orleans’ and a sister ship the ‘Chippewa,’ were begun in the fall of 1814 at 
Sackets Harbor, specifically to surpass the British giant ‘St. Lawrence,’ completed early in the fall at 
Kingston.
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By Marion Evans
Times Dexter Correspondent

Editor’s  note: This story 
was published July 3, 1976 in 
the Watertown Daily Times.

A 
township, a village 
and more recently a 
large central school 
district locally hon-

or a national military figure 
of the War of 1812 — Ma-
jor General Jacob Jennings 
Brown.

Brown, who is considered 
the founder of the Village of 
Brownville and whose sur-
name is also the basis for 
the name given the adjoin-
ing Town of Brownville, was 
similarly honored in 1954 
when school districts serv-
ing the villages of Brown-
ville, Glen Park and Dex-
ter and the surrounding 
area were consolidated and 
called the General Brown 
Central School District.

Although not a lifelong 
resident of Northern New 
York, Brown spent an im-
portant segment of his life 
here and his prominence 
in military affairs stemmed 
from service in Jefferson 
County.

Born May 9, 1775 in Falls 
Township, Pa., Brown was 
the second child and second 
son of Samuel and Abi White 
Brown. His Quaker family 
was prosperous, and Jacob 
received a good education. 
He became a teacher in New 
Jersey at age 18, but about 
1795 took up surveying for 
a time before returning to 
teach in a Quaker school in 
New York City.

Brown became interested 
in Federalism, began writing 
political essays and came to 
the attention of Alexander 
Hamilton and Gouverneur 
Morris. He served briefly as 
military secretary for Hamil-
ton and studied some law.

Early in 1799, a large 
acreage in Northern New 
York was sold to Brown’s fa-
ther. Jacob and his younger 
brother, Samuel, set out to 
locate the purchase.

One account relates:
“It was a rough and forbid-

ding forest through miles of 

unbroken forest and when 
they arrived at the mouth of 
Philomel Creek with its early 
spring freshet waters tum-
bling wildly into Black River, 
Brown felt that this was the 
ideal spot to build a commu-
nity.”

There appeared to be un-
limited water power to op-
erate mills. He therefore set 
up camp, started a small 
clearing and built a 20-foot 
square log cabin. Meantime 
he sent a messenger back to 
Pennsylvania to notify his 
father to come on with the 
rest of the Brown family.

Having the small cabin 

ready for occupancy, Jacob 
Brown and his brother Sam-
uel started constructing a 
25-by-30, two-story cabin 
which was completed for a 
store in the spring of 1801 
and operated by Samuel 
Brown and his father.

“In the fall of 1800, they 
built a sawmill at Brown-
ville and in the late fall of 
1801 they set up a grist mill 
there. Prospective settlers 
had begun to drift in and 
purchase lands in late 1799 
and early 1800. Seeing a 
need for roads, Jacob urged 
that a highway be built from 
the Mohawk Valley to the St. 

Lawrence River.
“In 1801 he was instru-

mental in having a road 
started from Redfield via 
Adams to Brownville and 
another from Utica via the 
Black River Valley to Brown-
ville. In the summer of 1802 
he caused a bridge to be 
built across the Black River 
at Brownville.”

On April 1, 1802, the town-
ship of Brownville was set off 
from the town of Leyden and 
named for Brown. The first 
town meeting was called at 
his home, and after it was 
adjourned to the Brownville 
Hotel for March 1, 1803, Ja-

cob was chosen the first su-
pervisor.

The start of Brown’s mil-
itary career came when he 
was commissioned a cap-
tain in the militia in Jeffer-
son County in 1808. He re-
ceived promotions until he 
became a brigadier general 
in the United States Army on 
July 9, 1813, major general 
on Jan. 24, 1814, and in 1821 
he commanded the entire 
United States Army under 
the title of general-in-chief.

According to one histo-
rian, he was “perhaps the 
ablest commander in the 
War of 1812.”

Brown was responsible 
for the beginning of con-
struction of Madison Bar-
racks at Sackets Harbor in 
1816 and also for the con-
struction of the military 
road from there through 
Brownville to Plattsburgh.

When the Army divided 
into north and south divi-
sions, he was given com-
mand of the north division 
with its headquarters in 
Brownville, where he had 
a staff of 42 officers. The 
headquarters remained at 
Brownville until 1821, when 
Brown became command-
er-in-chief.

It is said that during the 
seven years he commanded 
the United States Army, he 
was one of the social lions 
of Washington, D.C., and a 
prominent figure at presi-
dential receptions and in the 
drawing rooms of the diplo-
matic corps.

Brown died on Feb. 24, 
1828, at the age of 53, after 
several years of ill health. He 
was buried in Washington, 
D.C., but later his monu-
ment was erected in Brown-
ville Cemetery in his memo-
ry.

The Military Man With the Thrice-Honored Name

Gern. Jacob Brown. By John Wesley Jarvis
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personnel manager for the 
division chief, Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam S. Carpenter, the legend-
ary West Point football team’s 
“lonesome end.”

General Carpenter will be 
commander of both the post 
and the division. His staff will 
run the division.

Housekeeping at Fort 
Drum, however, will remain 
the duty of Colonel Roche and 
his staff, which is expected to 
be expanded.

“Should the division be ac-
tivated, somebody has to be 
around to turn out the lights,” 
said Lt. Col. Hal S. Eaton, dep-
uty post commander.

Colonel Roche, who will be 
“mayor” of the post, will see 
his staff and its duties remain 
unchanged.

“It will take more staff to do 
the work. We are short now 
in many areas,” he observed. 
He noted, for example, that 
Robert Cullen is the fort’s sole 
planner.

The new civilian employees 
will have to be justified and au-
thorized.

The post is currently staffed 
at 13 percent of what is autho-
rized, according to Edward M. 
White of the post civilian per-
sonnel office.

Colonel Roche said Fort 
Drum has had difficulty at-
tracting civilian workers into 
New York State at the pay lev-
els that could be offered. With 
the arrival of the division, it is 
expected that grade levels in 
various departments will rise 
with the additional responsi-
bilities of the offices.

As an example of increased 
duties, the Directorate of In-
dustrial Operations, which has 
the responsibility of ordering 
food, clothing, spare parts, 
petroleum and fuels and con-
tracting for services, will take 
on providing these services for 
the division.

Construction ranging 
from family housing to a sew-
age-treatment plant, rec-
reation center, theater and 
swimming pools will be need-
ed.

Priorities will determine 
which of these projects is de-

veloped first.
The construction list was 

developed using the Depart-
ment of Defense construction 
manual of authorized facilities 
based on preparation accord-
ing to Capt. Philip Smith, dep-
uty director of the Department 
of Engineering and Housing.

Some of the items, such as a 
central heating plant, already 
are working their way through 
Congress. However, with the 
arrival of the division troops 
and expansion of post facili-
ties, the heating plant might be 
redesigned.

“It would be the same con-
cept but a bigger facility,” Cap-
tain Smith said.

Construction of new bar-
racks may not begin soon. Col-
onel Roche said, “We will look 
at rehabilitating the World 
War II barracks, putting in 
better latrines, lights and heat. 
The barracks would be habit-
able over the next four to six 
years through rehabilitation.”

Priority construction items 
are family housing, the com-
missary (the current one is 
barely adequate), and utilities 
expansion, the colonel said.

There will be a need for ex-
panded sewage treatment fa-
cilities and more water wells, 
he said, noting work on the 
sewage plant “must be up 
front.”

Some of the family housing 

needs could be met under the 
new fifth-year move-away-at-
Fort Polk, La.

One of those calls for a 
private builder to construct 
housing, not necessarily to 
government specifications, 
with the government guaran-
teeing a certain percentage of 
occupancy. The government 
subsidizes some of the con-
struction costs and guarantees 
the housing will be rented at a 
certain rate.

The other program has a 
private contractor build to 
government specifications 
on or adjacent to government 
land. The military assigns fam-
ilies to the housing. After 20 
years, the latter has the option 
to buy the housing or deed the 
land, if it is federal, to the pri-
vate contractor.

Improvement of the Wheel-
er-Sack Army Airfield run-
way is an item Colonel Roche 
would like to see as a priority.

The last things to be built 
will be quality-of-life improve-
ments, he said.

“Ripple effects” from exam-
ining telephone and electrical 
service capacity to the post 
and post housing construction 
are expected.

“There will be new post 
construction to support. We 
assume our present mission 
to support National Guard 
and Reserve training is to be 

unchanged, and we have no 
indication that it is not. Colo-
nel Roche said, then the exist-
ing cantonment area will stay 
where it is.

“We will build to the north 
and west along County Road,” 
he said. Both brigade support 
facilities and quality-of-life 
items would be in that section. 
The new military-concen-
trated family housing would 
extend beyond the 232 units 
built for the 76th Engineer Bat-
talion.

“We would probably ex-
tend construction along Pearl 
Street Road,” the colonel said.

“The thousand people will 
not appear here magically. 
Colonel Roche said. “It will 
take time. There is a process 
that has to go one through. 
Stationing will shift funding 
does,” he added.

The division is being created 
from existing Army forces, so 
spaces and funding for them 
must be reallocated. Factors 
such as moving expenses of 
the troops and their families 
will be considered in assigning 
the division’s soldiers to Fort 
Drum.

“A price tag will be put on 
all the variables,” the colonel 
said.

Soldiers who have been sta-
tioned at Fort Drum eventually 
should see services offered all 
military personnel expanded 

beyond what is now available.
Whereas no ambulance 

or emergency service is now 
available through the Wilcox 
Hospital Clinic after routine 
hours in the winter, those ser-
vices eventually would be pro-
vided. The dental clinic would 
be expanded to add an oph-
thalmologist to its staff.

Family advocacy programs 
will be broadened, and expan-
sion of other social programs 
will benefit the large number 
of military retirees living in the 
North Country, according to 
Maj. Robert Aleva, director of 
personnel and community ac-
tivities.

Turning to the civilian com-
munity, Colonel Roche urged 
continuation of the dialogue 
that increased in the years Fort 
Drum and surrounding com-
munities spent involved in dis-
cussions over the possible role 
of the division.

“It is important the civil-
ians be active in the planning 
so they do not get surprised or 
overwhelmed. We must con-
tinue to work closely together, 
sharing information and con-
cerns,” he said.

And Colonel Eaton advised: 
“Keep your sense of humor.”

Division 
From T21

An artists rendering of the future Brigade Headquarters at Fort Drum released in the late 1980s after the 10th Mountain Division was 
assigned to Fort Drum. 



By Ernest G. Cook
Editor’s note: This column 

was published under the head-
line, ‘Interesting People, Events 
and Places on Oct. 31, 1931 in 
the Watertown Daily Times.

Most historians pass rath-
er hurriedly and lightly over 
the battle of Cranberry Creek, 
fought in July, 1813, in what 

is now the township of Alex-
andria. Fought as it was apart 
and by itself and in the wilder-
ness it did not get the publici-
ty that other events of the war 
did. However, Nathaniel W. 
Freeman, 80, of Alexandria, 
feels that it was, after all, an 
important battle. Mr. Free-
man’s grandfather, Nathaniel 

Freeman the fi rst, was in the 
section at the time and a trader 
so that he often visited Canada 
in his business deals. This trad-
ing greatly increased after the 
war and it was on one of these 
visits to Kingston after the war 
was over that Mr. Freeman ob-
tained a very good account of 
the event, as seen by the British 

themselves.
This battle of Cranberry 

Creek was fought within about 
a mile of the Freeman home, 
although there was not a clear-
ing in the town when the event 
took place, or at least no clear-
ing to speak of. Mr. Freeman 
has plowed up articles of war 
and cannon balls that came 

from this battle when working 
his land.

The battle has too many de-
tails to describe, but the main 
event was the capture by the 
Americans of 15 British boats 
loaded with supplies for the 
British forces at Kingston and 
elsewhere.

The capture was effected by 
Major Dimock of the Forsyth 
Rifl es regiment. Major Dimock 
with two boats, the Fox and 
the Neptune, went down the 
St. Lawrence River in as quiet 
a manner as possible, looking 
for this British fl eet. The day 
was a dead calm, but the Amer-
ican boats were fitted with 
sweeps, or oars, and they could 
proceed without sails. On the 
afternoon of July 20th, they 

Battle of Cranberry Creek

See BATTLE T29
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discovered the fl eet they were 
looking for and the British 
boats could not move because 
of the calm. The plan of cap-
ture was worked out by Major 
Dimock and he did actually 
capture the 15 supply boats 
and the armed convoy. Ma-
jor Dimock took the captured 
prizes into Goose Bay and 
went up Cranberry Creek just 
as far as he could, for he sus-
pected that other British boats 
would be out and he knew that 
the British man of war, the El-
mira, carried 18 guns and he 
would be no match for such a 
foe as that.

And, sure enough, the Brit-
ish warship, the Elmira, with a 
number of gun boats and oth-
er ships, did move along the 
river, evidently looking for the 
supply boats. When they dis-
covered that the Americans 
had them up Cranberry Creek 
the British commander placed 
his man of war at the mouth of 
the Creek and he knew he had 
them bottled up. They never 

could come out as long as he 
remained there.

He did more, did the Brit-
ish commander, he sent small 
boats up the Creek loaded with 
600 armed men. He proposed 
to give the Americans a little 
excitement. And there was 
plenty of it, but mostly for the 
British themselves, who re-
treated. Those Americans were 
skilled woodsmen and knew 
how to take care of themselves 
in the forest.

Soon after the war ended Mr. 
Freeman’s grandfather was in 
Kingston and was talking with 
the sergeant at the fort and re-
calling events of the war. They 
mentioned Cranberry Creek 
and when the British officer 
learned that Mr. Freeman was 
from that very location the two 
lived over again the events. 
The battle was well fought, and 
won by the Americans by their 
superior knowledge of the lo-
cation, the wilderness and how 
to fi ght in such conditions. But 
the British offi cer said it was 
some battle. When they went 
into the battle they had about 
600 men. The next morning at 
roll call only 80 men answered. 
It must not be supposed that 
all of those failing to answer 

were killed or wounded. The 

great majority of them had fl ed 

the place and hid in the woods, 

or run to other parts, just to get 

away from what they thought 

was an American ambush.Battle
From T28
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The NNY-Fort Drum AUSA 
Chapter is proud to serve 
the Soldiers and Families 
of the Army’s 10th 
Mountain Division (L.I.). 

the Soldiers and Families 
of the Army’s 10th 
Mountain Division (L.I.). 

Happy 250th 
Birthday America!

WE ARE ONE ARMY. 
ONE COMMUNITY. ONE VOICE. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
AUGUST 21, 2026 

at Willowbrook Golf Course

ONE COMMUNITY. ONE VOICE. 
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Adams, David L.
Adams, Jesse
Allen, Amos
Allen, Elijah
Allen, Joseph
Arnold, Henry
Bean, Enoch
Benjamin, Jesse
Boyden, Joseph
Brewster, Timothy
Brown, Daniel
Brown, Peter
Burpee, Ebenezer
Burr, Isaac
Butter�eld, Isaac
Butter�eld, Na-
thaniel
Butter�eld, William
Clark, Thomas
Cleveland, Isaac
Coleman, Jesse
Collins, John
Collins, William
Colton, Welcome
Cook, Charles
Cowan, Jonathan
Cramer, Jacob
Cross, Abel
Curt, Eleazer
Davis, Jonathan
Dean, John
DeCastorer, John
Dike, Nathan
Dixon, Curtis
Earnes, Charles
Eddy, Enoch
Evans, Urial

Failing, John
Fall, Henry H.
Featherly, Thomas
Fish, Jonathan
Fisk, Abraham
Fletcher, Benjamin
Gates, Abraham
Gates, Asa
Gault, James
Gay, Jonathan
Gardner, William
Geare, Jonathan
Goodall, Joel
Goodale, Ezekial
Goodenough, Adino
Gotham, Henry
Gotham, John
Greene, Joseph
Halloway, Daniel
Heaton, James
Helmer, John
Hill, Jedediah
Howland, William
Hurd, Isaac
Hurlburt, Josiah
Little�eld, Jesse
Lindsey, Stephen
Loomis, Samuel
Losee, John A.
Lyman, Ezekiel Jr.
Marsh, John
Martin, Capt. 
Joseph
Mason, Jeremiah
Massey, Jonathan
Maynard, William
McAllister, Richard

McKee, Andrew
McKee, Joseph
McNitt, Noah
Mills, Roswell
Mills, Samuel 
Frederick
Monroe, Noah
Moore, Jabez
Near, John
Newman, Abraham
Nims, Ariel
Orvis, Gersham
Otis, Arnold
Parker, Joseph
Parker, Joseph 
Valentine
Peck, Nathaniel
Perry, Ezra
Pettingill, John
Potter, Ephraim
Powers, Isaac
Powers, Nicholas
Prentice, John
Rappole, George
Rawson, Timothy
Read, Simon
Read, Squire
Reed, Amos
Reed, Ephraim
Redway, Preserved
Rising, Josiah
Rixford, Samuel
Rockwell, Silas
Russell, John
Russell, Simeon
Sargent, Samuel
Sawyer, Thomas

Scott, Gideon
Smith, Thomas
Spencer, John
Stevens, Abram
Stevens, Silas
Stickney, Paul
Sturdevant, Caleb
Taylor, Jonathan
Trowbridge, John
Veal, Justin
Veasey, John G.
Waite, James
Weaver, Jabez
Wheeler, Lemuel
Whitney, James
Wilder, Jotham
Williamson, George
Wilson, Isaac
Wilson, Jephaphat
Wiswell, John
Wood, Samuel
Woodru�, Jonah
Woodward, 
Thomas
Worden, Thomas
Wright, Carmi
Wright, Ephraim
Wright, Jesse
Wright, Moses
Wright, Phineas
Wright, Westwood

Freedom Fighters of 1776
In 1976 the Watertown Daily Times published short stories on 

each one of these men who fought in the Revolutionary War and 
later arrived in the North Country where they are buried. There 
are at least 138 known Revolutionary War veterans represented.
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Editor’s note: This story is an 
adaptation of an editorial pub-
lished by the Watertown Daily 
Times in 2018.

The 10th Mountain Divi-
sion’s role in the 1993 Battle of 
Mogadishu is often overshad-
owed by the story told in Black 
Hawk Down, but Fort Drum 
soldiers played a critical part 
in rescuing U.S. Army Rangers 
and Delta Force troops trapped 
during the two-day battle.

Soldiers from the division’s 
2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry 
Regiment joined the rescue 
mission on Oct. 3-4, 1993, 
during fi erce fi ghting in Mog-
adishu, Somalia. Eighteen U.S. 
service members, including 
two from the 10th Mountain Di-
vision, were killed and about 80 
were wounded in the battle.

The division had deployed to 
Somalia in December 1992 as 
part of Operation Restore Hope, 
a multinational humanitarian 
mission to secure major cities 
and transportation routes so 
food and relief supplies could 
reach civilians during the coun-
try’s civil war. As the mission 
shifted from humanitarian re-

lief to United Nations peace-
keeping operations, U.S. forces 
became increasingly involved 
in confrontations with Somali 
militia loyal to warlord Mo-
hamed Farrah Aidid.

When elite Army Rangers 
and Delta Force operators be-
came pinned down after two 
Black Hawk helicopters were 
shot down, 10th Mountain Di-
vision infantrymen joined an 
armored rescue convoy that 
fought through hostile streets 
to reach the trapped troops and 
evacuate the wounded.

The contributions of Fort 
Drum soldiers later were doc-
umented in a series of Water-
town Daily Times stories by re-
porter Ed Perkins. His reporting 
on the division’s rescue mission 
was later cited by author Mark 
Bowden in Black Hawk Down.

Retired U.S. Air Force Col. 
Randall Larsen has said the 
10th Mountain Division has not 
received full recognition for its 
role in the battle. He directed 
the documentary Black Hawk 
Down: The Untold Story, which 
highlights the division’s contri-
butions during the operation.

Fort Drum troops played key role in 
Battle of Mogadishu rescue

Ives Hill Is Honored ToToT Have
YoYoY u As Part Of Our Community.

Thank You To Our Veterans
For Your Courage, Sacrifice, And Unwavering

Conmitment To Our Nation.

Retirement Community
ANNIVERSRY

1776 - 2026

Burt Phillips-Navy

David Stoodley-Army

David Simmons-Army Reserves
John Shattuck-Army
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Serving the North Country since 1946
INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

-BILT RITE-
148 BOON STREET

 WATERTOWN, NY 13601
315-782-0811 (PHONE/FAX)

I
PAVING INC. WBEPAVING INC. WBE
P
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MARZANO

Tara Marzano, Owner
NYS Licensed Real Estate Broker

Marzano Real Estate LLC
tara@marzanorealestate.com

Anne Marzano Harrienger
NYS Licensed RE Salesperson
Marzano Real Estate LLC
anneh@marzanorealestate.com

 315.788.7777 O�ce | 315.778.9164 Direct  
315.782.0811 Fax  

MarzanoRealEstate.com

861 Arsenal St., Watertown NY 13601

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE and
THOSE WHO FIGHT TO PROTECT IT
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