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 HEADQUARTERS!

 Christmas Shopping is as Easy as IBC!
     • Sportswear • Outerwear • Skiwear • Athletic Footwear & Apparel 

 • Workwear • Hunting • Casual & Work Shoes • Slippers • Bags 

 • Gloves, Hats, Socks • Hockey Accessories • So much more!

  MILL & CATHERINE  STREETS • MALONE • (518)  483-5331 • OPEN 7 DAYS 



Celebrate holiday traditions 
at the Almanzo Wilder Home-
stead on Dec. 7th. This annual 
family favorite, Christmas With 
Almanzo, is set for 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the homestead on 177 
Stacy Road in Burke. Come 
enjoy readings from “Farmer 
Boy” Christmas chapter in the 
parlor of the Wilder house at 
11:15, 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, and 
2:15. Munch on traditional 
cookies, sip mulled cider, sing 
Christmas carols, and partic-
ipate in children’s craft activ-
ities. This is a family fun event 

for all Farmer Boy and Little 
House fans! This local histori-
cal site is the boyhood home of 
Almanzo Wilder and site of the 
book “Farmer Boy”, written by 
his wife, Laura Ingalls Wilder. 
More information is at www.al-
manzowilderfarm.com and on 
Facebook. Admission and gift 
wrapping are free! Adults must 
accompany children. While 
you’re out on Dec. 7th, stop by 
the Annual Christmas Tea at 
the Franklin County House of 
History on Milwaukee Street in 
Malone!

Plenty on tap this 
holiday season at 

Wilder Homestead

Lise Vanier reads the Farmer Boy Christmas chapter to visitors in the Wilder home at a past event.

Centenary United Methodist Church  
345 West Main St., Malone

Dec. 1 at 2:00 pm 
 Elf & Cookies

 Pizza, Holiday Cookie Decorating and  
the Holiday Movie, ELF
 Special visit from Santa.  

Free event - all ages welcome.
Dec. 7

Christmas Bazaar  9:00 - 2:00
 Luncheon 11:00 - 1:30

Dec. 18 
Blue Christmas 6 pm  

Blue Christmas
 For those who grieve and those who love them.

Dec. 24  
6:00 pm  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
 A service of word and song.

Centenary United 
Methodist Church 

Dec. calendar
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Come in 

To Find 

Great Gift 

Ideas!

THINK HOLIDAY SHOPPING...BIGGEST INVENTORY IN THE NORTH COUNTRY!

Sofa’s

starting at

$499!

627 East Main St., Malone • 518-483-4400  • www.TheHomeZone.net
Mon.-Thurs. 9am-6pm, Fri. 9am-7pm, Sat. 9am-4pm

Mattresses

starting at

$399!

BUY ONE RECLINER 
GET ONE 

FREE!

“Where Quality

      Meets Affordability!”

select models
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Downtown Artist Cellar of 
Malone invites you to slow 
down and explore the little 
things this season. The Little 
Things Exhibit opening on Fri-
day, Dec. 6 will feature smaller 
artwork by local artists priced 
for gift giving and exclusive 
jewelry by Charles Atwood 
King with feature artist Carol 
Allen. Carol is a placed based 
artist from Plattsburgh work-
ing mostly in watercolors.

The exhibit is open to all 
artists/media including: pho-
tography, sculpture, paint-
ing, drawing, fiber, ceramics, 
woodcrafts, jewelry, prints & 
constructions. Artwork must 
be framed and wired for hang-
ing with size limit of 14’ x 14’ 

max width and height. Two di-
mensional work must be suit-
ably framed & wired for hang-
ing. Work should be delivered 
to the Downtown Artist Cellar 
Gallery before Dec. 3 during 
business hours accompanied 
by a $30 non-refundable entry 
fee for up to 5 entries. Make 
check payable to Downtown 
Artist Cellar. Gallery Hours are 
Thurs & Friday 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
— Saturday 11 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
or by appointment. For more 
information or questions and 
the complete prospectus, con-
tact Jennifer at 518-651-5172 
or email jenniferbilow@mac.
com or downtownartistcel-
lar@icloud.com.

Call To Artists: The 
Little Things Exhibit

PHOTO PROVIDED

MALONE — Hospice 
of the North Country is 
pleased to invite the com-
munity to the 35th Annu-
al Ecumenical Christmas 
Concert on Sunday, Decem-
ber 8 at 4:00 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of 
Malone, 2 Clay Street.  

A beautiful and uplifting 
holiday tradition that ma-
ny in the community look 
forward to, the Ecumenical 
Christmas Concert features 
a community choir under 
the direction of Dale Breault 
with accompaniment by 
Ralph Hastings. The con-
cert will feature a variety 
of traditional and contem-
porary holiday music and 
special guest Thirty1&Man-
dolin will perform. “We are 
very grateful to Dale, Ralph, 

and the choir members for 
their hard work and the 
many hours they have ded-
icated to rehearsing,” said 
Cathlyn Lamitie, Hospice of 
the North Country Direc-
tor of Development/Com-
munications. “We invite 
people to enjoy the choir’s 
amazing performance and 
an exciting performance by 
Thirty1&Mandolin.” 

All proceeds from this 
event will remain in the 
North Country to benefit 
the patients and families 
served by Hospice of the 
North Country. Tickets 
are $10.00 per person and 
children 10 and under are 
free. Tickets available now 
at the Hospice of the North 
Country office at 3909 State 
Route 11 in Malone or pur-

chased at the door.  For 

more information, please 

contact Cathlyn Lamitie at 

483.3200.

Ecumenical Christmas concert Dec. 8

Dec.7th 11am–4pm

Adirondack & Farmhouse 

Decor, Lighted Canvas, 

Gnomes, Tree Farm Truck 

Decor,Country & Primitive

Items, Cardinal Decor,

Candle Tarts & Burners,

Scented Wax Dipped

Animals, Seasonal Items

& So Much More!

123 Fort Covington Street Malone • (518)483-0891 

Don’t have the time or materials 
to pack up your presents? We 
have both! Bring all of your 

presents in and we’ll pack and 
box them up for you.

$2.00 Off $1.00 Off
Shipping Of First 

Package Over $10 
Being Shipped UPS or FedEx

Shipping Of Each 
Additional Package

Being Shipped UPS or FedEx

With This Coupon. Offers Expire 12/20/19

Our elves work fast at your friendly
Shipping and Packing Center



The Franklin County His-
torical & Museum Society 
invites you to join us for our 
Annual Christmas Tea and 
Festival of Trees. Admission 
is FREE and it will be held on 
Saturday, December 7th from 
12-4pm at the House of His-
tory and Schryer Center at 51 

Milwaukee Street in Malone. 
There will be a formal tea and 
cookies, the Festival of Trees, 
festive music and decorations, 
a bake sale, raffle and our book 
store will be open. Our festive 
music will be performed by the 
talented singers from St Joe’s 
and Flanders Elementary 4th 

and 5th grade choruses and 
the choir from the New Cov-
enant Church which will be 
sure to put you in the holiday 
spirit.  We are pleased to an-
nounce that we will be selling 
raffle tickets for a beautiful re-
cliner, generously donated by 
Adirondack 1892.

Annual Christmas Tea and 
Festival of Trees

Lise Vanier reads the Farmer Boy Christmas chapter to visitors in the Wilder home at a past event.

Metro

People of a certain age might remember the often hectic Black 
Friday of old, when shoppers would line up outside stores in the 
wee hours of the morning hoping to land the best deals on gifts 
for their loved ones. While many shoppers still make such ear-
ly morning pilgrimages to their favorite stores, the internet has 
helped to thin the deal-crazed herds on Black Friday.

Though stampeding crowds might not be as common as 
they once were on Black Friday, shoppers may still face some 
stiff competition as they try to land great deals before the shelves 
empty. The following are a handful of tips to help shoppers make 
the most of the unofficial kickoff to the holiday shopping season.

Black Friday 
shopping tips

See TIPS 10

 4  • November 2019 Gift Guide



The Malone Chamber of Commerce is having their annual 
Santa in the Park again this year on Saturday, December 7 from 
12-2 in Arsenal Green. Children of all ages are welcome to visit 
Santa. We will be giving out hot chocolate and candy canes.

Santa in the Park Dec. 7

Brushton Moira American 
Legion Auxiliary will be host-
ing their annual lighting of the 
Memorial Tree on Dec. 8 at 
7:00 p.m. $1.00 donation per 
bulb for deceased loved one. 

Please call Trudy La Bier 518-
328-4325 or Sally Rivers 518-
521-6095 or Tina Baker 518-
521-5344 for the names to be 
added to the booklet by Dec. 1. 
Refreshments will be served.

Brushton Moira Annual 
Memorial Tree lighting

Tuesday, Dec 3rd at 7 PM
Chateaugay Town Hall 

FREE
The CCS High School Chorus “Half Past Seven” will sing 

Christmas Carols during the tree lighting. 
Free refreshments for all who attend (hot cocoa, cookies 

etc..)
Provided by the Chateaugay Revitalization Committee

Chateaugay Annual 
Memory Tree Lighting

The Emmaus Soup Kitch-
en pinches every penny to 
stretch it as far as it can to 
help those from across the 
North Country and the 7th 
Annual Winter Wonder-
land Craft & Vendor Show is 
planned to benefit that effort. 
This annual event will be held 
on Saturday, December 14 at 
Davis Elementary School at 
183 Webster Street in Malone 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm. 100 
plus crafters, artisans and  
vendors will be on site  from 
all over the north country, 
Vermont, and Canada. Al-
so on tap will be Selfies with 
Santa and a face painter for 
the kids to enjoy! A lunch 
sale of homemade soups, 
chili, hot dogs, etc will be 
served and sweet treats 
will be available at the bake 
sale. There will be a huge 
Chinese auction, 50/50, 
and more!

“This is the soup kitch-
en’s lifeline event in a 
sense, the success of this 
show keeps the doors open 

every Tuesday for our lunch 
meal.” said organizer, Aimee 
Marshall. The soup kitch-
en has been open in Malone 
since February 1992, serving 
hot, nutritious lunches to pa-
trons from across the North 
Country. Funds raised at 
this event go directly to pur-
chase food ingredients, paper 
products, and insurance. The 
soup kitchen does not get any 
monetary aide from federal, 
state or local governments 
or receive any grants. This 
fundraiser and community 
donations support the or-
ganization. “We rely on the 

kindness of the community 
to come out and support this 
event and you’re sure to have 
a great time! The products 
people are selling are unique 
and there is definitely some-
thing for everyone on your 
shopping list!”, according 
to Marshall. The thousands 
of items featured include 
jewelry, home décor, orna-
ments, wooden items and 
much more! Marshall invites 
people to, “Help us to pay it 
forward and help the patrons 
from across the North Coun-
try that rely on this organiza-
tion. Hope to see you there!”

7th Annual Winter Wonderland 
Craft & Vendor Show
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Stylish Set 3372 W. Main St. Rd.
Cedar Commons Plaza - Malone

(518)483-5271

MONDAY 9-5 • TUESDAY–FRIDAY 9-7 • SATURDAY 9-4

LOOK YOUR BEST FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

WE CARRY

SYNERGY FARM

PRODUCTS!

Body Wash, Soap Bars, Sugar 
Scrubs, Lotions, Shaving Lotions 
& Lip Balms

All Natural Goats Milk Body Products

NOV. 29th & 30th

5 Tanning Sessions 
for $15 + tax

10 Tanning Sessions
for $25 + tax

15 Tanning Sessions
for $35 + tax

20 Tanning Sessions
for $45 + tax

40 Tanning Sessions
for $60 + tax

1 Month Unlimited
for $33 + tax

40% OFF HAIR & 

TANNING PRODUCTS
**Does not include Tanning 

Lotion packets, winkease goggles, 
or in store BOGO specials

CLOSED: 11/28/19
OPEN BLACK FRIDAY:

9am-3pm

Gift Certifi cates

Available!

Hair Cut & Tanning

Products are great 

stocking stuffers

Everything Music, 
The Ceramic Shop, 

The Craft Box 
& Happy Holidays

CLAY, CLOTH AND WOOD
28 Raymond Street, Malone

518-521-3133

We Have Great Gift 

Ideas & Stocking 

Stuffers In Each Shop!

All Shops: Tuesday & Wednesday Noon-9:00PM and Thursday Noon-5:00PM

WE SHIP EVERYWHERE

Gift Cards Available!

To Be Used At Any Store
(Except Music Rental Payments)

~ ALL UNDER ONE ROOF ~

Special Orders & 

Personalization 

Available!



Metro

It’s the time of year when 
newspapers thicken with 
sales circulars and holiday 
advertisements. Consumers 
looking to beat the hustle 
and bustle and steer clear 
of the crowds this year may 
want to pay attention to local 
businesses in lieu of trekking 
to nearby shopping malls.

Every time consumers vis-
it local coffee shops to grab 
a latte, pick up a dress at a 
nearby boutique or patronize 
a farmer’s market down the 
street, they are supporting a 
small business. The Friday 
and Saturday after Thanks-
giving are some of the busiest 
shopping days of the season, 
and they also can be some of 
the friendliest to small busi-
nesses. 

Plaid Friday was concep-
tualized in Oakland. It may 
have been born in the Gold-
en State, but the movement 
soon spread across the coun-
try. Plaid Friday is an alterna-
tive to big box stores’ Black 
Friday bonanzas. It is de-
signed to promote both local 
and independently-owned 
businesses during the holi-
day season. The name Plaid 

Friday was used to help 
people visualize the various 
threads of small businesses 
coming together to create a 
strong community fabric that 
was diverse and creativity.

Shoppers can continue 
their small business patron-
age with Small Business Sat-
urday. This, too, is a coun-

terpart to Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. The first 
event was created by Amer-
ican Express in conjunction 
with the nonprofit National 
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. Since its inception, 
many small business groups, 
merchants and politicians 
have touted the event and the 
Shop Small mantra. The idea 
is that when small business-
es thrive, communities and 
individuals thrive along with 
them. 

The Small Business Ad-
ministration says that, since 
1995, small businesses have 
generated 66 percent of 
all new jobs in the United 
States. There are a number 
of big reasons to shop small. 
One can start around the hol-
idays and then continue all 
year long.

n  Shopping small busi-
nesses helps give back to the 
community directly. Accord-
ing to Civic Economics, a 
strategic planning business, 
on average 48 percent of each 
purchase made at indepen-
dent businesses is recirculat-
ed locally through tax money 
and other support.

n  Small business owners 

often strive to provide per-
sonalized, hands-on custom-
er service. Repeat business is 
key to their survival, so they 
want to ensure shoppers are 
happy.

n Small businesses, since 
they are not beholden to cor-
porate oversight in terms of 
what they sell, have greater 
flexibility. That allows them 
to offer a diverse product se-
lection. 

n  Small business owners 

often live nearby, and they’re 

the people you see in town, 

schools and elsewhere in 

the local community. Many 

consumers are comforted 

to know they’re supporting 

their neighbors, especially 

during the holiday season.

Supporting local business-

es is easy. And shoppers who 

like what they see can share 

the good news with others on 

social media.

Shop small businesses to improve the holiday experience

METRO
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Corner of Raymond & Elm Streets, Malone 

315-483-8072          malonefarmandhome.com
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00 • Saturday 8:00-1:00 • Sunday - Closed

Shop Locally for Quality Gifts!
H Wind Chimes & Spinners

H Garden Accent Stones H  John Deere Toys

H Bird Baths & Feeders

H Gloves & Mittens - Plus Kid Sizes

H Many Horse Themed Gifts

H Leanin’ Tree Greeting Cards

H Toys & Gifts For Pets

H Gift Certifi cates

CHRISTMAS TREES 
LOCALLY GROWN BALSAM!

Wreaths, Kissing Balls, Crosses, Candy 
Canes & Centerpieces - Cash & Carry

MAPLE 

SUGARING 

EQUIPMENT



Metro

Millions of people across 
the globe have a passion 
for hunting. When the time 
comes to find gifts for the 
avid hunters in your life, in-
dulging their passion for the 
great outdoors can make for 
the perfect present.

Hunters come in all shapes 
and sizes and from all walks 
of life. When shopping for 
gifts for hunters, it can be ad-
vantageous, particularly for 
consumers who donÕt hunt, 
to think of the ages and ex-
perience levels of their loved 
ones and then go from there.

YOUNG AND/OR INEXPERIENCED 

HUNTERS

Many areas have mini-
mum age requirements for 
hunters, and nearly every re-
gion requires hunters to take 
courses on hunting safety be-
fore they can apply for hunt-
ing licenses. Financing such 
educations can be an ideal 
gift for young hunters, en-
suring they will have a strong 
foundation in firearm safety 

and other important aspects 
of hunting before they come 
of age and go on their first 
hunting trip.

A two-way radio makes 
another great gift for young 
hunters, especially who don’t 
yet have their own phones. 
Even those that who have 
phones may find it more fun 
to speak with their fellow 
hunters over their special ra-
dios than on the phones they 
use every day.

Gear, which can include 
everything from attire to 
knives to compound bows 

and more, also can make for a 
great gift for young hunters or 
those just learning the ropes. 
However, consumers buying 
for youngsters who aren’t 
their own children should 
first consult the child’s par-
ents to determine their read-
iness for certain gear.

ESTABLISHED HUNTERS

Established hunters who 
have strong passions for the 
sport may already have ev-
erything they need. And even 
those that don’t may prefer 
certain manufacturers. It can 
be difficult to learn of such 
preferences without speak-
ing directly to a loved one, 
which can spoil the surprise. 
In such instances, consider 
gifting a hunting experience. 
Finance a trip to a hunting 
ground a loved one wants to 
visit but never has. Go along 
for the trip and you might just 
develop your own passion for 
hunting.

Some additional gifts that 
can be great for established 
hunters include a rifle case; 

ammo cans; a bore guide, 
which hunters use to clean 
their rifles; camping gear; 
headlamps; and other items 
hunters routinely use that 
could be in need of an up-
grade.

Of course, one of the best 
reasons to choose a hunt-
ing-related gift for the fam-

ily outdoorsman is it might 
compel them to share their 
bounty when they return 
home from a successful trip. 
A cookbook that offers tips on 
butchering in addition to rec-
ipes can make for the perfect 
gift, and one that the whole 
family will ultimately enjoy at 
the dinner table.

Great gifts for the hunter on your list

METRO

November 2019 • 7 Gift Guide



Metro

Few things compare to 
seeing the joy on a child’s 
face upon opening a holiday 
gift. Many adults remember 
holiday gifts they received as 
children, and holiday shop-
pers often try to look for gifts 
that will be just as memorable 
to the special youngsters in 
their lives.

Shoppers might have kids’ 
smiles on their minds when 
holiday shopping, but it’s 
just as important to focus on 
safety when buying gifts for 

children. Prevent Blindness, 
an organization devoted to 
ensuring everyone enjoys 
healthy vision from infancy 
through adulthood, offers the 
following tips to toy buyers 
who want to make sure they 
give safe gifts to kids this holi-
day season.

n  Read all warnings and 
instructions on the box. Be-
fore taking a toy to the check 
out line, give the packaging 
a thorough read-through, 
paying particular attention 
to product warnings and in-

structions. Such warnings are 
designed to keep kids safe. 
When buying toys online, on-
ly purchase toys that include 
the warnings within the prod-
uct description. 

n Purchase age-appropri-
ate toys. Kids’ toys come with 
age recommendations, which 
are typically listed on the 
front of the packaging. Stick 
to these recommendations. 
Kids might not have the abil-
ity to use toys designed for 
older children, and such toys 
might not be safe for them to 
use, so it’s always best to stick 
to the age guidelines.

n Avoid certain toys. Toys 
with sharp or rigid points, 
spikes, rods, or dangerous 
edges can pose a threat to 
youngsters. Avoid such toys, 
opting for toys with rounded 
and/or dull edges instead.

n  Stick to sturdy toys. 
Kids do not often treat their 
toys delicately. Toys will 
be dropped or thrown, so 
choose sturdy toys that can 
withstand being dropped or 
thrown without breaking into 
tiny pieces. Tiny shards can 

pose a choking hazard to cu-
rious youngsters.

n  Purchase toys with the 
ASTM designation. ASTM 
International is an interna-
tional standards organization 
that develops and publishes 
voluntary consensus techni-
cal standards for a wide range 
of products, including toys. 
Prevent Blindness notes that 
toys with the letters ASTM on 

the packaging have been test-
ed and met the toy standards 
set for by ASTM.

n Avoid toys with parts that 
shoot or fly off. These types of 
toys can damage the eyes and 
lead to other accidents or in-
juries.

When shopping for toys for 
children this holiday season, 
shoppers must consider safe-
ty first.

How to be certain you’re buying safe toys

METRO
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NorthFranklinFCU.org
All loans subject to credit approval, 

certain restrictions may apply.NFFCU NMLS ID# 402144

Keep Calm
& SHOP ON

Up To $2,500 - 12 Month Term

1.99%

494 E. Main St., Malone • (518) 483-8668

Holiday Loan 
Special
as low as

Federal Credit Union

North FranklinNorth Franklin

 • Wreaths • Garland 

 • Swags • Kissing  

 • Balls • Centerpieces

  CHRISTM AS TREES!
 Premium Frasier Fir

 189 Ft. Covington Street, Malone
 At the edge of the village

 Regal Art & Gifts  solar lights,                 
 ..... wind chimes, garden stakes

 Open Daily  at 10 
 518-483-9452

 Carla’s Greenery

 Local Raw Honey
 Personalized Gift Baskets!
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Metro

Thanks to families being 
more spread out than ever be-
fore, today’s holiday shoppers 
must figure out ways to get hol-
iday gifts to their destination 
on time. The holiday season 
tends to be the busiest time of 
year for many delivery services. 
The following tips should help 
shoppers ensure their loved 
ones’ gifts arrive on time.

n Ship directly. Adobe An-
alytics reported that online 
shopping hit a record high of 
$108.2 billion in the 2017 hol-
iday shopping season, and 
all indicators suggest online 
shopping will only increase 
in the years to come. Holiday 
shoppers who want to ensure 
their loved ones will receive 
their gifts on time can rely on 
online shopping. When check-

ing out, have gifts shipped di-
rectly to loved ones’ homes. 
Many online retailers will even 
wrap gifts for a nominal fee.

n  Research shipping op-
tions. In 2019, Christmas falls 
on Wednesday. Shoppers who 
plan to rely on two-day or over-
night shipping should keep 
that in mind. Some delivery 
services may be open through-
out the weekend before Christ-
mas, while others may only be 
open on Saturday. Last-min-
ute shoppers, whether they’re 
shopping online or in-person, 
should confirm their shipping 
options well in advance of 
Christmas. Because Christmas 
is on a Wednesday this year, 
getting gifts to their destination 
on time may require shoppers 
to purchase and ship them ear-
lier than they otherwise might.

n Purchase package insur-
ance. Consumer Reports notes 
that UPS and FedEx shipments 
automatically come with de-
clared-value coverage of up 
to $100. (Note: Declared value 
is the carrier’s maximum lia-
bility.) Purchasing additional 

insurance can ease shoppers’ 
concerns about lost or stolen 
packages. Just be sure to keep 
all invoices and receipts in case 
claims must be filed. Shoppers 
also should ask for tracking 
numbers on all packages so 
they can confirm when pack-
ages are delivered.

n Properly secure the pack-
age. Many delivery services 
now have off-site drop-off 
boxes that can make it easy to 
send gifts. This is a convenient 

service, but shoppers who use 
them won’t be able to have a 
company employee provide 
in-person confirmation that 
their packages are secured to 
company standards. Poor-
ly packaged items may never 
be shipped. Visit the shipping 
company’s website for pack-
aging guidelines, and include 
a business card and duplicate 
label inside the package just in 
case it is damaged after being 
dropped off.

Get gifts there on time this season

METRO

 OPEN
 Mon. - Fri. 9-3 

 Visit  soon to see a wonderful 
 selection of unique gift choices...
 home & holiday decor, jewelry, 
                 and so much more! 

 ry.asp alicehyde.com/staff/auxilia ry.asp

 G IFT  S HOP

 Beautiful gifts that are 
 truly personal and made with 

 positive energy.

    Gift         
    

 Certificates

 Visit us on Small Business Saturday, Nov. 30  th Visit us on Small Business Saturday, Nov. 30  th

 HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE, Dec. 7th! HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE, Dec. 7th!

 46 Raymond Street, Malone
 Tues. - Sat. 10-4:30

  Sun. 12-4

 Antiques • Crafts • Collectibles 
  Gifts • Local Goat’s Milk Soap  

 Local Honey & Maple Syrup • More!

 P INE  C OUNTRY  O UTLET P INE  C OUNTRY  O UTLET



n Don’t go shopping emp-
tyhanded. Shopping on Black 
Friday without a list can lead to 
excess spending on items you or 
your loved ones may not even 
need or want. Creating a shop-
ping list in advance gives shop-
pers time to research the best 
deals and where to find them. 
That organized approach can 
increase the likelihood that they 
land the best deals on a day 
that the National Retail Feder-
ation reported brought in $6.2 
billion in online sales alone in 
2018. That’s stiff competition 
for deals that typically have 
limited supplies, which only 
highlights the importance of 
shopping with a list in hand.

n Shop local. Shoppers who 
want to venture out on Black 
Friday but still avoid crowds 
should skip shopping malls 
and big box stores in favor of 
local retailers. Shopping local 
is a great way to keep money 
in your community, and lo-
cal shops tend to have more 
unique offerings than chain 
stores. One-of-a-kind gifts can 
be a great way to show loved 

ones how much you appreciate 
them. And local shopping dis-
tricts likely won’t draw the mas-
sive crowds or produce the long 
checkout lines that consumers 
are likely to encounter at malls.

n Comparison shop. Com-
parison shopping can make 
Black Friday even more 
deal-friendly. If you’re stuck 
on a long checkout line, use the 
time spent waiting for the next 
cashier to look for the same item 
online. You might find it’s less 
expensive somewhere else, and 
you can then present that price 
to the cashier at checkout. Ma-

ny retailers are willing to match 
lower prices from other retail-
ers, but you won’t know unless 
you ask.

n Start early. The proverbial 
saying ‘the early bird catches 
the worm’ is especially true on 
Black Friday. If you want to find 
the best deals, you should prob-
ably avoid sleeping in on the day 
after Thanksgiving.

Black Friday has changed, 
but many of the strategies that 
worked in the pre-internet era 
can still help shoppers land the 
best deals today.

Tips 
From 4

Metro

Tradition is a hallmark of 
the holiday season. Religious 
services, family gatherings and 
trips to see Santa Claus are just a 
few of the many traditions peo-
ple adhere to during the holiday 
season.

Many holiday shoppers al-
so adhere to the time-honored 
tradition of last-minute shop-
ping. The perfect gift can some-
times prove elusive, especially 
as the sand in the holiday hour 
glass keeps dwindling. These 
last-minute gift ideas may be 
just what shoppers need to 
put smiles on the faces of their 
loved ones this holiday season.

n  Books: Books are often 
overlooked, especially now that 
so many readers use e-readers. 
But books can be an ideal gift 
and especially convenient for 
last-minute shoppers, who can 
even gift e-books. For example, 
Amazon, which has thousands 
of e-books in its online library, 
makes it easy for shoppers to gift 
e-books to Kindle users, who 
will simply receive an email on 
Christmas morning informing 
them that their books are ready 
to be downloaded to their de-
vices.

n Experiences: A 2017 sur-
vey by the global research firm 
NPD Group found that roughly 
40 percent of holiday shoppers 
planned to give experiences as 

gifts last year. Experience gifts 
open up a host of possibilities 
for last-minute shoppers stuck 
on what to give those loved 
ones who seemingly have it all.

n  Food/beverage: Televi-
sion channels such as The Food 
Network have changed the 
way many people look at food. 
When gifting the family food-
ie, last-minute shoppers may 
not need to look further than 
the latest hotspot restaurant 
or specialty grocery store for 
the perfect gift. Take them out 
for a night on the town or give 
a gift card they can use at their 
convenience. The craft beer 
boom has created a host of de-
voted and knowledgeable beer 
drinkers, so a gift card or growl-
er from a local craft brewery is 
sure to please people who love 
hoisting frosty pints.

n  Streaming service sub-
scriptions: Many people are 
cutting the cord with their cable 
companies in favor of stream-
ing services such as Netflix and 
Hulu. Subscriptions to such ser-
vices can make ideal and afford-
able holiday gifts. A six-month 
or yearlong subscription likely 
won’t break shoppers’ budgets 
and will provide months of en-
tertainment to loved ones.

Last-minute holiday shop-
ping is easier than ever, espe-
cially for shoppers willing to 
think outside the box. 

Great last-minute 
gift ideas
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 Great gifts for 
 the home are   at
 Great gifts for  Great gifts for 

 the home are   at the home are   at

 44 Duane Street • Malone 

      518-483-1234
 www.furnitureweekend-malone.com

 T RADITIONAL  • R USTIC  • A DIRONDACK  S TYLE
 Furniture for any room in  your home, mattresses, 

 an d a wonderful selection of home decor & accessories!

 OPEN 10-5  WEDNESDAY • THURSDAY 
 FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDA Y

 and by chance or appointment

 WE OPEN LESS...YOU PAY LESS!

 Gift Certificates!



Metro

The saying ‘the more the mer-
rier’ certainly applies during 
the holiday season. But during 
a season of big gifts, extra food 
and travel, ‘more’ can exact a 
heavy toll on the environment. 

According to Stanford Uni-
versity, Americans generate 25 
percent more trash between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Eve than during the rest of the 
year. While no one wants to take 
anything away from the spirit of 
holiday season, everyone can 
take steps to make the holidays 
more eco-friendly. In fact, there 
are various eco-friendly gifts 
that can make great presents 
and benefit the environment at 
the same time.

PURCHASE EXPERIENTIAL GIFTS
When making holiday shop-

ping lists, think of gifts that offer 
experiences rather than materi-
al goods. Gifts that involve expe-
riences, such as going to a sport-
ing event or attending a play or 
musical, decrease reliance on 
wrapping paper. Such gifts also 
reduce clutter in the recipient’s 
house and conserve the resourc-
es otherwise used to manufac-
ture alternative items that would 
have been purchased. Experi-
ential gifts that also tap into en-
vironmental pursuits, such as 

touring with an animal rescue 
group, or accommodations at a 
carbon-neutral hotel can be an 
added bonus. 

OPT FOR LOCALLY MADE GIFTS
Select gifts made by local arti-

sans or companies that operate 
domestically. This cuts down on 
the carbon emissions from hav-
ing to ship products from long 
distances or even overseas.

GIVE CLIMATE-FRIENDLY STOCKING 

STUFFERS
Companies like Cool Effect 

offer gifts for those looking to 
offset carbon emissions through 
clever funding. People can buy 
and offer gifts that correlate to 
packages like Costa Rican wind 
power or the ‘poo package,’ 
which funds biogas digesters for 
family farms in India that cap-
ture methane emissions from 
cattle dung.

GET CRAFTY
Gifts from the kitchen or ones 

made by the giver can be craft-
ed from sustainable materials. 
They also show how you care by 
taking the time to customize a 
gift for the recipient.

AVOID GAG OR USELESS GIFTS
Select gifts only with utility in 

mind. Skip purchases that are 
made only to beef-up the look 

of presents under the tree or to 
make it appear that gifting was 
more generous. Items that a per-
son cannot or will not use will 
ultimately be relegated to the 
trash, which is wasteful.

WRAP IN REUSABLE MATERIALS

Fancy wrapping paper cer-
tainly looks nice, but choose 
other materials that can be re-
used. Look for decorative tins, 
boxes, fancy gift bags, and oth-
er items that can be reused for 
years to come.

Sustainability is possible 
during a season of excess when 
gift givers shop and wrap gifts 
with the environment in mind.

Eco-friendly gift options
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King’s Wok Buffet
ALL YOU CAN 

EAT EVERYDAY!

RT. 11, WEST • MALONE
(ALDI’s Plaza) • (518) 483-1666

GIVE A GIFT OF 

GREAT TASTE!

RESERVE NOW FOR YOUR 

HOLIDAY GATHERINGS

MON.-THURS. 11:00AM-9:30PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:00AM-10:00PM • SUN. 11:30AM-9:30PM

Serving
Beer & Wine

469 East Main Street, Malone • Fax: (518)483-8579 • mymalonetelegram.com

Hometown 
Holidays
Hometown 
Holidays Last Minute 

Gift Guide!
Feature your 

business here with 
a specially priced 

full color ad block:
1 block .... $65 

2 blocks .... $100
3 blocks .... $150 
4 blocks .... $195

Your message will be delivered directly to every 12953 

mailing address, along with valuable local retail store 

sale fl yer’s, and to over 10,000 readers! 
Limited Space - Call soon to reserve yours!

(518) 483-4700

Let’s work together to encourage shoppers
 to check out the north country retailers 

for super holiday gift choices. 
Advertise your business on Dec. 10th 
in our Telegram Extended Coverage

package and on Dec. 12th in the

 SAVE UP TO $1000 
 PER YEAR*

 518-483-7533
          MYBETTERTV.COM 

 Call for Details*  518-483-7533

     WE WILL BEAT ANY 1-800 OFFER
               with fast local service!

 NEW INTERNET PLANS!

          UNLIMITED DATA - FASTER SPEEDS
                  Available Everywhere!

 NEW INTERNET PLANS!

          UNLIMITED DATA - FASTER SPEEDS
                  Available Everywhere!

 DO NOT CALL 1-800! DO NOT CALL 1-800!

 BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU - SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE!

   DISH FLEX TV PACK $37 99   mo. *
TV-INTERNET-PHONE-COMPUTER SERVICE
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