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Winter is coming, and for
millions of people who reside
in areas of the country that see
the mercury drop consider-
ably between December and
March, that means prioritiz-
ing staying warm. Inefficient
or aging housing materials
may compromise your ability
to dojust that.

Drafts from doors, poorly
protected attics and base-
ments and aging windows
may force heating systems to
work extra hard to maintain
interior temperatures.

Replacing old windows
can make a home quieter by
blocking out exterior noises.
Consumer Reports also notes
that new windows are often
easier to clean and maintain
than older varieties.

Many homeowners are
interested in replacing their
windows, but may not know
where to start. These guide-
lines can help the process
along.

1. Get several estimates. Ask
for recommendations from
neighbors or other people in
your area on which compa-

Fall Home Improvement
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nies they used to install their
replacement windows. When
you interview the prospects,
ask several questions about
how they go about installing
the windows. Questions can
include:

® How long will the project
take?

® Will I need to remain
home during the process?

¥ Do you discard of old de-
bris?
®m What is the protocol for

installation during inclement
weather?

2. Research permits. Most
home renovation projects
need to be approved by the
local municipality. Go to the
permit office and find out the
requirements. Some window
contractors will include se-
curing permits in the cost of
the project. After the project is
completed, an inspector will
come by and ensure the work
was done according to code.

Did you know?

Metro

Outdoor living is wildly popular, as more
and more homeowners are bringing ele-
ments once reserved for home interiors
into their backyards. When designing out-
door living spaces, homeowners may learn
about biophilic design, an architectural
concept that aims to incorporate natural
elements into outdoor living spaces. Pro-
ponents of biophilic design say it satisfies
an innate human need to affiliate with na-
ture, thereby helping to reduce stress that

people may experience after being stuck
indoors for much of their days. Biophilic
design is often part of a home interior de-
sign, but many homeowners also embrace
itwhen designing their outdoor living spac-
es. For example, surrounding outdoor liv-
ing areas with noninvasive plants, flowers
and trees and using natural materials like
wood and stone when building such spaces
are great ways to embrace biophilic design
and create a tension-free ambiance in out-
door living spaces.

3. Change up the appear-
ance. Look at the type of
hardware you have around
the home and other fixtures.
Choose windows that have
locks orlatches that can match
those features for continuity
of style. Think about choosing
a different style or frame color
of the window, or a different
type of window to improve ef-

5 tips to prepare for window replacement

ficiency and function.

4. Research top window
manufacturers. It's tempting
to purchase windows based
on price alone, but replace-
ment windows are often a
decision that only has to be
made once or twice for the life
of the home. Invest in durable
windows that will have stay-
ing power. Consumer Reports
offers unbiased reviews on
various window brands and
can help homeowners make
sound decisions.

5. Prepare for installation.
Clear pathways, remove win-
dow treatments and discon-
nect window alarm systems.
Plan for one to two days of
installation, advises Anders-
en Windows and Doors. Keep
pets and children away from
work areas.

Replacement windows can
be a smart investment. New
windows can improve the
look of a home, reduce heat-
ing costs and can keep interior
spaces comfortable.

WINDOWS ONLY

“THAT’S ALL WE DO”

And have been doing for 33 years

Now is the time to call us and
get your windows ordered and in
your home before winter.
You know the name, lets play
the game...You win!

Solid Vinyl Replacements.
Variety of styles.

(315) 265-3568
Cell (315) 250-5630

rstaires@tweny.rr.com

BRINGING THE HEAT TO THE NORTH COUNTRY'

WE DELIVER
HEATING OIL * KEROSENE * DIESEL » WOOD PELLETS * COAL
WITH GREAT SERVICE AND VALUE

NJ LEROUX OIL

Family owned & operated for over 40 years
2445 Chateaugay St., Fort Covington

ACCEPTING NEW

K3 (518) 358-2992
MILEROUXOILCOMPANY.COM
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Get the most $$% out of your budget

Metro

Home improvement proj-
ects provide homeowners
with a chance to put their
own stamp on their homes.
In addition, many such proj-
ects make homes safer and,
in some instances, more
eco-friendly.

The opportunity to make a
home more comfortable, saf-
er and/or more eco-friendly
entices many homeowners
to open their wallets. In fact,
the Home Improvement Re-
search Institute estimates
that the home improvement
products market will grow by
more than 5 percentin 2018.

Homeowners might ex-
perience some sticker shock
when researching home im-
provement projects or receiv-
ing estimates from contrac-
tors. But there are ways for
budget-conscious homeown-
ers to transform their homes
and still make the most of
their home improvement dol-
lars.

® Do your homework. Each
year, Remodeling magazine
publishes its ‘Cost vs. Value
Report,” a comprehensive
study of 21 popular remod-
eling projects in 149 United
States markets. The report

METRO

notes the value each proj-
ect retains at resale in 100
markets across the country.
Homeowners who want to
get the strongest return on
investment can access the
‘Cost vs. Value Report’ (www.
remodeling.how.net) to see
which home improvement
projects are best suited for
them.

® Do some of the labor

N A

WILLETT'S CONSTRUCTION

yourself. Homeowners will-
ing to swing a hammer also
can stretch their home im-
provement dollars. For exam-
ple, the home improvement
resource This Old House”
notes that homeowners will-
ing to do their own demoli-
tion before the contractors
arrive can save substantial
amounts of money. A profes-
sional contractor may charge
$1,000 to demo a 200-square-
foot deck, but This Old House
estimates that homeowners
who demo their own decks
may spend only $450 (for the
dumpster rental and parking
permit).

® Hire a consultant. The
DIY movement is incredibly
popular, no doubt thanks to
television channels such as
HGTV and the DIY Network.
Homeowners with DIY expe-
rience may be able to com-
plete projects on their own
with little consultation from
professional contractors.
Some contractors may not of-
fer consulting services, how-
ever. The consultation route,
which typically requires
paying licensed contractors
hourly fees to offer guidance,
should only be considered by
homeowners with legitimate
DIY skills, for whom this op-
tion can be a great way to save
money.

Specializing in

New Construction,

Siding, Windows,

CREDIT CARDS ® FINANCING AVAILABLE

and more!

e SNOWPLOWING

Fully Insured e Free Estimates

Fine Quality Work
518-319-2842K1

®m Schedule renovations
during homeowner-friendly
times of year. Summer and
fall tend to be contractors’
busy seasons, and homeown-
ers will likely pay more for
projects during this time of
year. If possible, delay start-
ing projects until right after

(

sSE

Kitchen Queen ¢ :
Cook Stoves

Breeo Firepit §

11am To 2pm
Drawings For Free Eco-Fan
Selkirk —
Stainless Steel e
Chimneys 5
work Shoes  10% Off Stovesand . "
and Boots All Accessories, Racks
Shoes and Boots!
Heating Stoves B-r -
$10.00 a Skid Refrigerators
Discount on $50 Off
Anthracite Coal Boilers & Furnaces Propane
Call us for your heating Fridges

needs 518-497-6373
5% Discounts on Storage Sheds; No Sec. Dep. on 8’ & 10’ Buildings

HOURS: MON-FRI 8-5; SAT 8-3
CLOSED SUNDAYS (CASH OR CHECK ONLY)

No Previous Purchase Discounts. Full Payiment Required for Discounts.

the new year, when contrac-
tors aren’t so busy and might
be more flexible with pricing.

Budget-conscious home-
owners can employ various
strategies to make the most
of their home improvement
dollars without sacrificing
quality.

Miller's Country Store
@©PEN HOUS
TEMBER 4™ & 5

| - BAM-5PM
Free Hot Dogs, Hamburgers & Drinks

=

Heco Cook Stove

275 East Road, Burke, NY ¢ 518-497-6373
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Wood floors are a worthwhile in-
vestment that can improve the beauty
and function of just about any room in
a home. Even though wood floors are
durable, and new protective treatments
help seal out many of the things that
may have damaged floors in the past,
homeowners still need to prioritize pro-
tecting their hardwood floors.

Certain seasons of the year can be
more harsh on wood floors than others.
For example, seasons characterized by
moisture and precipitation, particularly
the early spring, winter and fall, can be
hard on wood floors. The experts at Ser-
viceMaster Clean say that cold, snowy
days can damage wood floors, and
Lumber Liquidators agrees that winter
weather can be harsh on flooring.

Homeowners need not give up on
hardwood if they live in an area that
sees all four seasons. They just need to
take a few steps to keep floors looking
beautiful.

m Clean up the salt. Salt that keeps
sidewalks and streets clear of snow and
ice inadvertently gets tracked inside a
home. Hard chunks of salt can scratch
wood floors, and, if left to sit, that salt

Fall Home Improvement

How to protect wood floors from inclement weather

can eventually cause white marks and
other stains. Routinely vacuuming and
sweeping up salt is necessary to protect
wood floors.

B Invest in shoe storage. Wet or
snowy boots can create puddles around
the house. Have a special mat or tray
by the front door where wet shoes can

METRO

be kept. A nice bench in the entryway
makes it easy for residents and guests to
remove their shoes until it’s time to go
back outside.

® Use water-wicking mats. Home-
owners will probably need a few extra
mats around to tame errant drips and
wipe shoes. Any entrance that might be

used by people or pets should be pro-
tected. Try to avoid petroleum-based,
rubber-backed mats, as they could dis-
color the wood floor.

B Control humidity indoors. Cold,
dry air in a home can be problematic
because the moisture in the wood can
eventually evaporate into the air. The
heat will suck that moisture from the
flooring, causing it to shrink, creak and
splinter and become more brittle. Think
about investing in an in-line humidifier
for the home’s HVAC system that can
keep a moderate amount of humidity
in the home. Hardwood floorboards are
installed to accommodate minor tem-
perature and humidity fluctuations.
This is typically a range of between 60
and 80 degrees F with a relative humidi-
tyrange of 35 to 55 percent, advises Ser-
viceMaster.

m Use the right cleaning products.
Avoid excessive water to clean wood
floors, and select soaps that are special-
ly designed for wood flooring. Consult
with the flooring manufacturer for a list
of detergents that are safe to use.

With proper care, hardwood flooring
can survive rain, snow and cold weath-
er.

Metal
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When thinking about renovating
their homes, homeowners may imag-
ine changing wall colors, expanding
room sizes or upgrading appliances
and fixtures. However, unless people
take inventory of the less glamourous
components of the home, such as
structure, plumbing, heating and cool-
ing, and insulation, other improve-
ments may be for naught.

A home insulation project certainly
doesn’t offer the wow factor of a kitch-
en remodel, but insulation serves a
vital function in the house that helps
keep people comfortable and reduc-
es energy consumption. Insulation is
typically placed in areas where air es-
capes, such as between the stud cavi-
tiesinside the walls and in the attic, and
serves to slow and reduce heat transfer.

The U.S. Department of Energy says
between 50 and 70 percent of the en-
ergy used in homes is for heating and
cooling. By improving home insu-
lation, homeowners can make their
homes more comfortable, consistent
and efficient. In fact, the ENERGY
STAR program overseen by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency says
homeowners stand to save an average
of 15 percent on heating and cooling
costs by adding proper insulation. To
do so, homeowners can take a crash
course in home insulation and find the
products that fit their needs.

Blanket batts and rolls

Blanket batts and rolls typically are
constructed with fiberglass, so proper

Fall Home Improvement
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safety gear, such as a mask and gloves,
isneeded when handling them. Install-
ing this type of insulation is relatively
easy since the materials are designed
to fit the standard width between
studs, rafters and floor joists.

Loosefill

Loose fill is usually made of fiber-
glass or cellulose (recycled paper fi-
ber). It is blown or sprayed into place
with pneumatic equipment, according
to The Home Depot. Loose fill can be
ideal for hard-to-reach areas in attics
orinside wall cavities. It's good for add-
ing insulation to irregularly shaped
areas. Since it requires special equip-
ment, this is a job best left to profes-
sionals.

Sprayed foam

Sprayed foam is just as the name im-

Northern New York

ome Inspections

w= | URNING HOUSES INTO HOMES

Before You Purchase...
Get The Facts

Home Inspections « Water Testing
Radon Testing « Water & Septic
Load Dye Testing

Jamie Wlllett

Ins of m

----------

EriANERL AR

16000061653
0:(518) 483-7576
c:(518) 521-4980

LiftMaster
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plies, a foam made from polyurethane,
polyisocyanurate, cementitious, or
other materials that are applied by a
spray container. DIYers who need on-
ly small applications can use canned
products . Large quantities are pres-
sure-sprayed by professionals.

Foam board/rigid foam panels

Ideal for unfinished walls, such as
basement or foundation walls, floors
and ceilings, these are boards of poly-
urethane or polystyrene. Foam boards
tend to reduce energy consumption
more effectively than other types of in-
sulation.

Homeowners considering upgrad-
ing their insulation or amending exist-
ing insulation should do their home-
work on the type of insulation that will
be most effective for their homes.

Thursday, September3,2020* 5

Types of home 1nsulat10n and where to install them

Understanding
R-Values

Insulation recommendations are
based on certain factors that coordi-
nate with regional climate zones to
increase energy efficiency. These fac-
tors are known as R-values. The R in
R-value stands for ‘resistance,” and
refers to how certain products resist
the flow of heat through walls, floors
and ceilings. Products should reduce
heat escape so heatiskepton theright
side of the wall. In summer this means
outdoors, in winter it means indoors.
R-values relate not only to insulation,
but also to walls, windows and other
barriers. R-values also coordinate to
the type, thickness and density of the
material being used. The higher the
R-value, the more resistant to heat the
product is. The U.S. Department of
Energy coordinates R-valueto climate
zones 1 through 7 (1: Tip of Florida; 7:
Canadian border). A higher R-value is
needed in Zone 7 and a lower R-value
isnecessaryin Zone 1. Those embark-
ing on home improvement projects
that involve choosing between R-val-
ues are urged to speak with a profes-
sional or to visit the Department of
Energy website (www.energy.gov) to
determine which R-Value is ideal for
their homes.

posfnTe DOORS”

Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

WWW. UPSTATE-DOORS.COM

3137 State Route 11 West, Malone ¢ (518) 483-4125

GARAGE DOORS BY
RAYNOR
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Homeowners often take
steps to winterize the interior
of their homes in the weeks be-
fore winter’s arrival, but such
efforts should extend to the
outside of ahome as well.

Decks make for great gath-
ering places when the weath-
er permits. Decks are where
many people spend their free
time and eat their meals come
spring and summer, when the
temperatures climb and the
sun sets well into the evening.
But as summer turns to fall,
homeowners must take mea-
sures to protect their decks
from potentially harsh winter
weather.

METRO

® Inspect the deck for prob-
lems. Decks tend to be used
more often in summer than
any other time of year. That
makes fall and early winter an
ideal time to inspect for wear
and tear and any additional
issues that may have cropped
up throughout the summer.
Damaged boards and loose
handrails should be fixed be-
fore winter arrives, especially
for homeowners who plan to
use their decks in winter. Fixing
such issues in winter and even
into spring may be difficult
thanks to harsh conditions, so
make good use of the relative-
ly calm autumn weather to fix
anyissues on the deck.

No heat? Out of hot water?
call 518-481-6800 for

24 Hour Burner Service!

COLLINS OIL Inc.

¢ Automatic Delivery No run out guarantee! ¢ Budget Plan

* Authorized HEAP Dealer  Pre-pay & SAVE 20¢ per gallon!

Order online at barrycollinsoil.co m
*24 Hour Burner Service for our fuel customers
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m Clear the deck of potted
plants. Even homeowners who
intend to use their decks in
winter should remove potted
plants from the deck in the fall.
The home improvement ex-
perts at HGTV note that mois-
ture can get trapped between
deck boards and plastic, wood
or ceramic containers in cold
weather, and that can contrib-
ute to mildew, discoloration or
decay.

B Store unnecessary furni-
ture. Homeowners who like to
sit on their decks in winter will
no doubt want to leave some
furniture out over the winter.
But those with lots of furniture
for entertaining guests can
likely move the majority of that
furniture into a garage or shed
for the winter. HGTV notes that
doing so will prevent the po-
tential formation of blemish-
es on the deck that can result
from inconsistent weathering.

B Remove snow, but do so
carefully. Prolonged contact
with snow and ice can damage
a deck. As a result, homeown-
ers should clear snow from
their decks when accumula-

-?? ll is for

20% OFF

Remaining Plants
Perennials ¢ Shrubs ¢ Trees

tion is significant. HGTV rec-
ommends using a snow blower
on the deck to avoid scarring.
If a shovel must be used, push
snow with the planks to reduce
the risk of damaging the deck.

are your deck for WINTER

Homeowners who take
steps to protect their decks
throughout the winter months
can ensure these popular areas
are ready once entertaining
season returns in the spring.

PROTECT YOUR MOST
VALUABLE ASSET

Cardinal
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26 Elm Street, Malone ¢ 518-483-2210
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Options abound when shopping for home siding
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Home improvement proj-
ects run the gamut from minor
repairs to complete overhauls.
Replacing exterior siding is one
of the most significant home
improvement projects home-
owners can undertake. Such a
project can give homes a com-
pletely new look, which is why
choice of siding is such an im-
portant decision.

Homeowners have many
siding options to choose from,
and the following guide can
help them make the best choice
for their homes.

Vinyl siding

Vinyl siding is easily main-
tained and among the more
budget-friendly siding options.
According to the home im-
provement resource HomeAd-
visor, vinyl siding is made from
aPVCplasticthatdoesnotrotor
flake. Siding professionals note
that the technology used to
create vinyl siding has changed
considerably in recent years,
making this option more di-
verse than traditional vinyl sid-
ing. So homeowners turned off
by the potentially plastic look of
vinyl siding might be surprised
at how different modern vinyl
sidinglooks compared to the vi-
nylsiding of yesteryear.

Fiber-cementsiding

The home improvement

television network HGTV notes
that fiber-cement siding has
grown in popularity among
homeowners in recent years.
This material does not require
much maintenance and itOs
non-flammable and resistant
to termites. HomeAdvisor notes
that fiber-cement siding can
create the look of wood, stucco
or masonry, making it a versa-
tile option capable of creating
various looks. In addition, fi-
ber-cement siding is known for
its durability, with some prod-
ucts coming with warranties
lasting aslong as 50 years.

Wood ssiding

Homeowners have many

[y FANTANTIC!

— DIGITIN YOUR LANDSCAPE NOW!

Beautiful, Top Quality Mums!
Perennials ¢ Shrubs « Trees

gton Street, Malone ¢ 483-9452
At the edge of the village OPEN 7 DAYS

choices if they prefer wood sid-
ing on their homes. Cedar, cy-
press, fir, pine, and spruce are
justahandful of the manywood

METRO

siding options homeowners
can choose from. HomeAdvisor
notes that cedar shingle siding
offers a natural look that blends

well in wooded and waterfront
landscapes. Wood clapboard
siding is another popular op-
tion, though it tends to require
more maintenance than cedar
shingle siding. Homeowners
who want wood siding should
discuss their options with an ex-
perienced siding professional,
as many factors, including the
choice of wood, must be con-
sidered before making a final
decision.

Stone and stone-veneer sid-
ing

Many homeowners fall in
love with the natural appeal of
stone, but the price tag, which
tends to be costly, may not be
as awe-inspiring. HGTV notes
thatstone can be difficult to add
to an existing home, and doing

See SIDINGT10

Reliable Power When
You Need It Most

Home * Worksite ¢ Camps
Rentals ¢ Sales ¢ Service » Load Bank Testing Available |~

il h & o

Next power outage, make sure your home
IS the one with the lights on.

BGCR POWER, INC.

2317 ST. RT. 11B, N. BANGOR * 718 487 4479
MON-FRI 8AM-7PM ¢ www.bgrpowerGENERATORS.COM
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Spring and summer may be the sea-
sons most often associated with land-
scaping and lawn care, but tending to
lawns and gardens is a year-round job.
If lawn and garden responsibilities dip
considerably in winter, then fall is the
last significant chance before the new
year that homeowners will have to ad-
dress the landscaping around their
homes.

Fall lawn care differs from spring and
summer lawn care, even if the warm
temperatures of summer linger into
autumn. Homeowners who want their
lawns to thrive year-round can take ad-
vantage of the welcoming weather of
fall to address any existing or potential
issues.

® Keep mowing, but adjust how you
mow. It's important that homeowners
continue to mow their lawns so long as
grass is growing. But as fall transitions
into winter, lower the blades so the grass
is cut shorter while remaining mindful
that no blade of grass should ever be
trimmed by more than one-third. Low-

Fall Home Improvement

Fall lawn care tips

ering the blades will allow more sunlight
toreach the grass in the months ahead.

B Remove leaves as they fall. Much
like apple-picking and foliage, raking
leaves is synonymous with fall. Some
homeowners may wait to pick up a rake
until all of the trees on their proper-
ties are bare. However, allowing fallen
leaves to sit on the ground for extend-
ed periods of time can have an adverse
effect on grass. Leaves left to sit on the
lawn may ultimately suffocate the grass
by forming an impenetrable wall that
deprives the lawn of sunlight and oxy-
gen. The result is dead grass and possi-
bly even fungal disease. Leaves may not
need to be raked every day, but home-
owners should periodically rake and
remove leaves from their grass, even if
there are plenty left to fall still hanging
onthe trees.

W Repair bald spots. Summer exacts a
toll on lawns in various ways, and even
homeowners with green thumbs may
end up with a lawn filled with bald spots
come September. Autumn is a great
time to repair these bald spots. Lawn re-

pair mixes like Scotts” PatchMaster con-
tain mulch, seed and fertilizer to repair
bald spots, which can begin to recover
in aslittle as seven days. Before applying
such products, remove dead grass and
loosen the top few inches of soil. Follow |
any additional manufacturer instruc-
tions as well.

m Aerate the turf. Aerating reduces
soil compacting, facilitating the delivery
of fertilizer and water to alawnOs roots.
While many homeowners, and particu-
larly those who take pride in tending to
their own lawns, can successfully aer-
ate their own turf, it’s best to first have
soil tested so you know which amend-
ments to add after the ground has been
aerated. Gardening centers and home
improvement stores sell soil testing kits
that measure the pH of soil, but home-
owners who want to test for nutrients
or heavy metals in their soil may need
to send their samples to a lab for further
testing.

Fall lawn care provides a great reason
to spend some time in the yard before
the arrival of winter.
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Meets Affordability

TATIONARY
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Secrets to makmg your home look like you hired a pro

Metro

Photo spreads in home
design magazines can be
awe-inspiring. Quite often
homeowners wish they could
lift the looks right off the pag-
es of magazines and trans-
form their own homes into
picture-perfect retreats.

It takes an eye for design to
pull a room together — even
with inspiration — and make
it both functional and attrac-
tive. While hiring an interi-
or designer is one way to go,
homeowners can use some
of the tricks and techniques
the designers employ to do a
remarkably good job of im-
proving the interiors of their
homes without such help.

Embrace texture

The colors used in a home
canadd impact, but designers
often utilize various textures
to create aesthetic appeal. A
single color scheme can be
enhanced by various fabrics.
Consider a leather sofa made
more cozy with chenille pil-
lows next to a rustic side ta-
ble. Figure out ways to incor-
porate a few different textures
to add depth to the room.

Be careful with color

Many high-end homes
showcase neutral shades
that are enhanced by pops of
color. If you like a rich, royal
purple, leave room for other
colors as well. Add touches of
purple in vases, throw pillows
and other accessories.

Owner Operated
Michael & Megan Reome

115 West Rd
Moira, N.Y. 12957

(315) 842-2354
518) 593-1739

Also, many designers work
in shades of three for room
colors. There may be one
main color for walls, another
color for larger accents, such
as couches and chairs, and
then a third color that pops
in accessories such as flow-
ers, pillows and collectibles.
These can be any colors, but
the most muted tends to be
the more abundant shade.

Add abit of bling

Glittery items and metal-
lics can add a touch of luxury
feel to any space. A shiny ta-
ble lamp, mirrors, a sparkling
chandelier, and the like are
easy ways to produce a high-
end feel. Reflective surfaces
also will cast light around the
room, giving the illusion of a
larger space.

Choose a big statement
piece

Many homeowners make
the mistake of filling a room
with several small pieces of
furniture that only contrib-
ute to clutter. Instead, look
for a statement piece, which
can be a cabinet, armoire or
chaise. Mix and match large
and small elements for a
sense of balance.

Accessorize

Finish the room with
accessories and flowers.
When placing and hanging

* HOMES & BUSINESSES
* GUTTERS
= VINYL, ALUMINUM & METAL
* BRICK, STONE & GRANITE
* WOOD STRUCTURES
(OLD & NEW)
+ SIDEWALKS, PAVERS &
PARKING LOTS
* CONCRETE & PAVEMENT
* PARKS & STADIUMS
* SOLAR PANELS

* GUM & RUST REMOVAL
— 100% Purified Water —

Window & Screen Washing up
to 5 stories!
~ CHEMICALS (
“o? 100 % SPOT FREE

NO LADDERS, NO
LOW PRESSURE + ECO-FRIENDLY

knickknacks and wall art,
odd-numbered groupings
often look the most cohesive
and interesting. Experiment
with different scales and
heights for even more dimen-

sion.

When inspiration hits, take
some cues from interior de-
sign pros to make spaces look
like they belong on the pages
of your favorite magazines.

Adiron;:

Frontier

518-521-3874 * Fax:518-521 -3875

13640 St. Rt. 30, Malone ¢ cheryl_mcfaul@yahoo.com

Live Worty Free!

VALLEY RIDGE APARTMENTS
ELDERLY HOUSING

Constable Street Road, Malone

* 62 years of age of older
* Eligibility based

on income.

Limits Apply
* Rent based on income

* | Bedroom Apartments * Appliances
* Private Patios * Laundry Facility
* Spacious Community Room * Parking
* Handicapped Accessible * Heat Included

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:

VALLEY RIDGE MANOR
14827 St. Rt. 30 - Constable St. Rd.
Malone, NY 12953 « 518-481-6670

We would be happy to mail you an
application, please give us a call!

* Modern

* Safe

» Convenient
* Affordable

=
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Easy ways to
clean up leaves

Metro

Autumn is marked by colorful
foliage and plummeting tem-
peratures. Once those leaves
reach peak color, they fall from
the branches and collect on
lawns, necessitating cleanup
projects. For homeowners with
big yards, such a project can
be tiring and time-consum-
ing. However, there are ways to
make leaf cleanup easier.

One of the easiest ways to
clean up leaves is to reach for
a lawn mower rather than a
rake. The mower will cut leaves
down to smaller sizes, creating
an effective mulch that can add
nutrients back into the lawn.
Davey, a lawn and landscape
solutions service, says that
mowed leaves also can be col-
lected in a mower bag and add-
ed to garden beds or compost
piles.

For those who prefer manual
raking, select a rake with tines
that will not skewer the leaves
inthe process. Bigrakes also can
make faster work of gathering
leaves into piles.

The home improvement re-

source The Family Handyman
advocates for the use of a lawn
sweeper. This is a manual de-
vice that has a rotating sweep-
ing brush that gathers up lawn
debris and leaves into an at-
tached hopper bag. Like mowed
leaves, the bag can be emptied
into a compost pile or distribut-
edwhere needed.

Raking leaves onto a large
tarp is another option. Once
itOs full, the tarp can be taken
to the curb where many towns
will collect the leaves season-
ally. Otherwise, the tarp can be
used as a funnel to put leaves
into a gardening bag or another
appropriate receptacle.

Leaf blowers remain a fast
option for cleaning up yards,
but they require electricity or
gas and can be noisy. Still, they
are a popular choice for large
landscapes or when quick work
needs to be made of leaf clean-
up.
Leaveswill fall in autumn, but
luckily homeowners have vari-
ous methods at their disposal to
tame the mess.

Siding

so may drive the price up even
further. Stone siding is durable,
and there are many options, in-
cluding solid stone and natural
stone cladding, that make this
an option capable of providing
an array of looks. Stone-veneer
siding s less expensive than nat-

ural stone and also comes in an
array of styles. Asis the case with
wood, stone siding options are
so extensive that homeowners
are urged to discuss each one
with a siding professional before
making their decisions.

These are just a handful of the
many siding options homeown-
ers can choose from. Siding can
give homes a competely new
look, making choice of siding a
significant decision worthy of
careful consideration.
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Cub Cadel

END OF SUMMER SALE
SAVE 10" ON SELECT MODELS

ULTIMA SERIES ZT3

Experience unrivaled strength, comfort
and performance from a 60" AeroForce™
fabricated deck, standard front caster
suspension, 24 hp** Kawasaki® V-twin engine
and a 24-inch premium high-back seat with
ball bearing seat slide and armrests.

STARTING AT:

prica shown reflects 10% off

SAVE 10%'

ULTIMA SERIES ZTX5

The commercial-grade ZTXS features

a 15" x 3" tubular frame, 10-gauge steel
fabricated AercForce Max™ decks and
rollover protective system (ROPS), plus
dual ZT-3200™ transmissions, front caster
suspension, up to 24 hp** Kawasaki®
engines, 24" high-back adjustable seat
with armrests, and up to 8.5 mph speed.

STARTING AT:

price shown reflects 10% off

SAVE 10%'

ULTIMA SERIES ZTX6

Step up to dual ZT-3400" transmissions,

front caster suspension, more powerful
Kawasaki and Kohler Confidant EFI
engines up to 27 hp** and a 24" high-
back adjustable seat with armrests

and independent seat suspension.

Up to 9 mph speed.

STARTING AT:

price shown reflects 10% off

PRO X SERIES

The PRO X stand-on mowers feature
ergonomic hip cushion design,
innovative floating suspension
system and smooth controls.
Featuring Kawasaki® engines up

to 25.5 hp** and 48", 54" and 60"
10-gauge decks,

STARTING AT:

price shown reflests 10% off

FOR FULL PRODUCT SPECS, VISIT CUBCADET.COM

wogeearosist  YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALER — EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNED.

The advice, service, selection and support you need to find the right fit for you.

MULLARNEY'S

GARDEN CENTER
518-483-1111 « 2545 US Rt. 11, North Bangor
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-noon

mullarneys.com £ 3

5, ZTb and PR X Sarics models. Offers vaid 8/24/21) - 10320 andl ara not eligibla on cther models. Cifers avalkila at participating

d may vary. Modsls subject to limiled avalabiity.

et A3 roquired by Kawasski

EXCEPTIONAL FINANCING  4det,
OFFERS AVAILABLE" st
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Signs your gutters are in need of repair

Metro

Fall is a great time to tack-
le projects around the house.
The weather each fall allows
homeowners to make im-
provements to their homes’
exteriors without worrying
about extreme heat or cold,
while interior projects like
painting are made easier be-
cause homeowners can open
the windows to allow for
proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great time
to prepare for upcoming proj-
ects that can make winter
work that much easier. For
example, fall is a great time
to take stock of your gutters
so you can address any issues
before leaves begin to fall or
the first snowstorm touches
down. Compromised gutters
can contribute to water issues
in basements and adversely
affect a home’s foundation if
not addressed immediately,
so it behooves homeowners
to learn the signs that gutters
are in need of repair or re-
placement.

® Gutters hanging off the
home: Gutters were once in-
stalled predominantly with
spikes. However, many in-

METRO

dustry professionals now
install gutters with hanger
brackets. Why the change?
Spikes loosen over time, lead-
ing to the gutters hanging off
the home. That can contrib-
ute to serious issues if left
untreated. Gutters hanging
off the home need not neces-
sarily be replaced, but rather
secured to the home, ideally

with hanger brackets instead
of spikes. Brackets hook into
the front of the gutter and are
then screwed into the fascia
of ahome. A professional who
specializes in gutter repair
can perform this task rela-
tively quickly, and it’s an in-
expensive yet highly effective
solution.

®m Gutter separation: Gut-
ters that are no longer fas-
tened together can leak and
contribute to issues that af-
fect the home’s foundation,
siding and appearance. Clogs
and the accumulation of de-
bris can cause gutters to sep-
arate because they are not
designed to hold too much
weight. Replacement of sepa-
rated gutters may or may not
be necessary depending on
how big the problem is and
the condition of the existing
gutters. If replacement is not
necessary, separated gutters
may be remedied by securing
the joints, another relatively
simple and inexpensive fix.

B Peeling exterior paint:
Paint that appears to be peel-
ing off of your home may indi-
cate that water is seeping over
the edge of the gutter closest

Quality stone products that
improve your world
* GCONSTRUCTION STONE ® READY-MIX CONCRETE

* ASPHALT ® DECORATIVE STONE
See us for autumn building and landscape projects

UPST

MATERIALS

Malone Concrete 518-483-2671
Malone Quarry 518-483-6640
Tupper Lake Concrete 518-359-3497
Saranac Lake Quarry 518-891-0236
Massena Concrete 315-764-0251
Potsdam Concrete 315-265-8036
Ogdenshurg Concrete 315-393-4240

N

Committed to Quality
- Committed to Our
Community

Pick up or delivery

to your home. When that hap-
pens, water is coming down
the side of the house, causing
the paint to peel. In such in-
stances, replacing the gutters
is often necessary.

® Basement flooding: Not
all signs of deteriorating gut-
ters are outside a home. Ma-
ny a homeowner has been
flummoxed by flooding in
their basements, and such

flooding can be caused by ag-
ing, ineffective gutters. That’s
because deteriorating gutters
sometimes allow water to
leak near the foundation of a
home, contributing to base-
ment flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to in-
spect gutters and have any is-
sues fixed before leaves begin
to fall or harsh winter weather
arrives.

518-358-9003

ONE Call Does it All

Charles C. Bowers

(518) 358-9003

SANITATION Portable Toilets:.ReguIar,
el Flushable, Handicapped,

Pink & Blue for Weddings
or Graduations

+ Tanks Pumped/ Repaired/Dye Tested
« Jetting of Frozen & Plugged Lines
- Septic Tank & Leach Field Treatments

Serving Franklin & St. Lawrence County

«waysanitation@gmail.com

« Camera Inspection
« Locating Service

G

TORAGE )
ONTAINERS

The Seasonsare ., "
beginning to change! .
Do you need somewhere to e A
store your summer belongings? >
@ S ¥
PPN S

(518) 483-3835 » www.

¥

ontainers.COmM
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THE LARGEST FURNITURE § BEDDING STORE
__~IN THE NORTH COUNTRY~

.. * *ﬂ. ~ We Make Furnishing ~
| Your Entire Home Easy!

NO INTEREST FINANCING

1Over 50 Bedding » 4 I REE
1] ' \ |
L-' 'Il I [ [ ] |

*Floor Models

GUARANTEED BEST Selection, Quality & Lower Prices!

Slemings

424 East Main Street, Malone NY < 518-483-0114
VISAEE ] shopflemings.com Ef> parking in rear ¢ side entrance
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