Policy File: IKF

Watertown School District 14-4

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS/EARLY GRADUATION

The Watertown School District recognizes that, under Administrative Rules of South
Dakota, all students in grades 9 through 12 must have a Personal Learning Plan. The
Watertown School District requires 24 credits to graduate from Watertown High
School.
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Students who are-unable-te do not meet the graduation requirements will not be
permitted to participate in graduation exercises.

Early Graduation

Students at Watertown High School are encouraged to remain in school for the full
four academic years. The Watertown School Board acknowledges a multitude of

online, dual credit, and AP courses available to students for their academic

endeavors to fulfill eemplete four full years of high school. However, students whe
choosete considering early graduation weuld need to meet the following criteria.

A. Student must complete an audit of course requirements with Student
Serviees their school counselor to determine if all required course enough
credits exist have been completed, or can be completed to graduate early.

B. Student must present a written request to the building principal,

justifying the reasons for early graduation, as well as a completed teacher
feedback form from a current WHS teacher. Both must be submitted by
May 15, prior to the intended graduation date.
C. The building principal will arrange a conference with the prineipal,
parents/guardian and student, and the early graduation request will be
decided upon by the building’s principal before the start of the requested

graduation year. pm%te%heend—ef—theﬁps{—gmdaﬂg—peﬁed—ef—the—yeapef

Early graduates may not attend or participate in school events as Watertown High

School students after they have early graduated and their grades have been

transcripted. However, if the student chooses to walk in the graduation ceremony,



they may do so provided they allow the principal’s office to hold their diploma and
attend the practice session prior to the graduation ceremony.
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