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Subject: Commission Consideration of Ordinance No. 24-21, Amending the Zoning Map of the 

City of Watertown, SD, for the property legally described as Lot 5 Block 5 North Lake 
Drive Addition from R-1 Single Family Residential District to R-G Residential Garage 
District. 

Meeting: Plan Commission - Sep 05 2024 

From:  Heath VonEye, Public Works Director 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The owners, Douglas and Jacqualine Lage, have petitioned to rezone a portion of property in the 
North Lake Drive Addition from R-1 Single Family Residential District to R-G Residential Garage 
District. The property abuts two lots to the east that were approved to be rezoned from R-1 to R-G in 
2015. When those lots were rezoned the combined total square footage and frontage did not meet 
the required 1 acre and 300 feet of improved frontage required by ordinance. Rezoning the proposed 
lot will bring the three lots into compliance with the ordinances. 
  
  
Before a Petition for Rezone can be heard the following requirements must be met: 

i. The written consent of a majority of all property owners (fifty-five percent (55%)) owning 
property immediately adjacent to the proposed zone.  
ii. The written consent of a majority (fifty-five percent (55%)) of all property owners within two 
hundred and fifty (250) feet of the proposed zone.  
iii. Plan theto appeal may they required all acquirecannot applicant an If signatures 
Commission. (Ord 17-12; Rev 05-12-17) 
  

The applicants received 2/5 or 40% of the immediately adjacent landowner signatures being unable 
to meet the requirement of obtaining written consent of 55% of the immediately adjacent property 
owners. The applicants received 7/13 or 54% of the property owners within 250' of the property, just 
short of the ordinance requirement to obtain written consent (55%) of a majority of all property 
owners within 250' of the proposed rezone. Per ordinance, the applicants are able to appeal this 
requirement to the Plan Commission. When the lots to the east were rezoned to R-G in 2015, the 
applicants were also unable to obtain the required majority and appealed at that time, as well. The R-
G zone is the only zoning district that requires consent from neighboring property owners. At the 
September 5, 2024, Plan Commission meeting staff is proposing to eliminate the requirement for 
neighborhood consent for the R-G zoning district in order to create consistency between the petition 
process amongst all zoning districts and eliminate possible conflict between neighbors.   
  
If the rezone is approved, the property owners will obtain access from North Lake Drive since the 
previous resolution prohibiting access from the lots of North Lake Drive Addition from accessing that 
right-of-way has been amended by City Council to allow it. This will take place at the time of building 
permit issuance for the residential garage. If the property owners were to obtain access through 



Pheasant Lane, which is not desirable in the opinion the staff, it would need to be improved from the 
county road of 168th Street to their property which is approximately 700 linear feet to meet 
Engineering Design Standards for a urban local street standard that had curb & gutter and was paved 
at the time of building permit issuance. 
 
Facts: 

1. Adjacent Property Zoning Designation:    
a. North County 
b. East R-G Residential Garage 
c. South  R-1 Single Family Residential District 
d. West R-1 Single Family Residential District 

2. Rezone will extend to the centerline of the adjacent right-of-ways 
3. Driveway access to the right-of way will be granted off of North Lake Drive 
4. No floodplain in area 

 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
N/A 

 
 
OVERSIGHT / PROJECT RESPONSIBILITY: 
Brandi Hanten, Community Development Manager 
Carla Heuer, Planner 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED MOTION: 
Staff recommends approval of this Zoning Map Amendment through following motion: 
  
I move to approve Ordinance No. 24-21, Amending the Zoning Map of the City of Watertown, SD, for 
the property legally described as Lot 5 Block 5 North Lake Drive Addition from R-1 Single Family 
Residential District to R-G Residential Garage District. 

 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
Vicinity Map 
RZ-24-5 Application 
Petition to Rezone 
Adjacent Landowner Signatures 
PC Ordinance No. 24-21 
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Applicant Information

Applicant Access

Project Information

Design Professional Information

Applicant Signature

Rezoning Application

RZ-24-5
Submitted On: Jun 28, 2024

Applicant

  Douglas & Jacqualine Lage
  507-829-0924
 djlage@charter.net

Primary Location

Point Location: 44.9484, -97.2097

I the applicant am the...

Property Owner

Existing Legal Description
LOT 5 BLK 5 NORTH LAKE DRIVE ADD

Proposed Legal Description

LOT 5 BLK 5 NORTH LAKE DRIVE ADD

Reason for Rezone

Rezoning a R-1 lot to R-G to create a conforming R-G area and to accomodate building a garage without being required to have a
prmariy residential structure. 

Size of site being rezoned (Acres)

14882.46

Size of site being rezoned (SF)

648279957.6

Current Zoning Designation

R-1 Single Family Residential District

Proposed Zoning Designation

R-G Residential Garage District

Name

N/A

Phone Number

N/A

Email Address

N/A

Mailing Address

N/A

City

N/A

State

N/A

Zip

N/A

Applicant Signature



I agree that all information provided is true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.

true

















Report and Recommendation of the City Plan Commission to 
Change Zoning District Boundaries 

 
To the City Council of the City of Watertown, Codington County, South Dakota: 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the following is a true, correct and complete copy of a Resolution 
introduced, fully discussed, and approved and adopted during the duly called meeting of the City Plan 
Commission held on the 5th day of September 2024. 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-21 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Plan Commission of the City of Watertown, South Dakota that: 

WHEREAS, In accordance with §21.0505 and §21.0209 of Watertown’s Revised Ordinances, the 
petitioner, Douglas & Jacqualine Lage, owner of real property described as: 

 
“Lot 5 Block 5 North Lake Drive Addition to the Municipality of Watertown, in the County of 
Codington, South Dakota” 

 
have petitioned the City of Watertown, pursuant to Watertown Revised Ordinance §21.0209 for 
the adoption of an ordinance to change the zoning district boundaries of the City by changing the 
zoning of the above referenced real property from its current designation of R-1 Single Family 
Residential District pursuant to Watertown Revised Ordinance §21.32 to R-G Residential Garage 
District, pursuant to Watertown Revised Ordinance §21.23. 

WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission of the City of Watertown has reviewed the petition, 
investigated and determined that the proposed change in zoning district boundaries meets all 
requirements set forth by City ordinance and is in accordance with the orderly planned development 
of the City.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Plan Commission of the City of Watertown does hereby 
recommend to the City Council of the City of Watertown that: 

1) It adopt the Ordinance rezoning the above referenced property from R-1 Single Family 
Residential District, pursuant to Watertown Revised Ordinance §21.32 to R-G 
Residential Garage District, pursuant to Watertown Revised Ordinance §21.23. 

2) The R-G Residential Garage District will be extended to the centerline of all adjacent 
public rights-of-way. 

I hereby certify that the above Ordinance No. 24-21 was duly adopted by the City Plan Commission of the 
City of Watertown.   

Dated this 5th day of September 2024. 

  

City Plan Commission 
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