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Lindsay Water
Conditioning

209 E. 3rd St.,Yankton, SD � 605-665-7471

ANY water
problems,

call us!

GROCERY STORE

Gragert’s 20 YEAR APPRECIATION BBQ
FRIDAY, JULY 31ST | 11AM-2PM

BLOOMFIELD

25,157

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 
6:10 P.M. MONDAY, JULY 28, 2020

321 DEATHS REPORTED
264,313 TESTED

31 CONFIRMED IN KNOX COUNTY

CREIGHTON
Creighton Schools
Creighton Schools have 
distributed a list of school 
supplies to parents and a 
starting date of Wednesday, 
August 19 for grades K-12.  
The “Return to School” 
committee continues to meet 
to fi nalize plans that adhere to 
health guidelines.
Junior kindergarten and 
pre-school, group 1, will start 
Monday, August 24. Pre-
school, group 2, will begin on 
Tuesday, August 25.

Grocery store celebrates 20 years
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
Tom Gragert may not have 

always aspired to own a grocery 
store when he was growing up, but 
being allowed to leave high school 
every day at 2 p.m. to go to work at 
the local Jack and Jill store (where 
he put in over 30 hours a week 
doing a little bit of everything) 
certainly helped set the wheels in 
motion. 

In a community that was once 
home to as many as four grocery 
stores, Gragert’s now stands alone 
as the only one in town. And July 

2020 marks the 20th anniversary 
of when Tom and his wife, Pat, 
decided to buy the business, 
formerly owned by Glen and 
Shirley Heaton. 

To celebrate, Gragerts will be 
grilling burgers and hot dogs for 
their customers, and also off ering  
sides of potato salad, cole slaw, 
and chips from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Friday, July 31. Customers can 
also sign up for a chance to win gift 
certifi cates, which will be drawn 
on Friday.  

“We just want our customers 
to know how much we appreciate 

them. Without them, we wouldn’t 
be here,” he said.

Tom Gragert recalled the days 
that launched his career — when 
he fi rst worked for the Jack and 
Jill Grocery store (which was in 
the building where City Hall is now 
located).   

Tom was the only student 
they employed, so his duties 
included cleaning, stocking 
shelves, ordering supplies, cutting 
meat, carrying out or delivering 
groceries to customers, and more. 
Meanwhile, he also learned the 

Knox County 
well-represented 
at nationals rodeo

- Please see GRAGERT'S, page 3

Sunday
  High 80
  Low: 56
  Precip: 30%

Friday
  High 84
  Low: 61
  Precip:   20%

Saturday
  High 85
  Low: 58
  Precip: 40%

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Just seconds after 
Jessica Stevens mounted 
her horse in the chute, 
the rodeo announcer 
belted out her name 
over the loudspeaker. 
With the gate open, her 
horse, with Jessica at the 
reins, dashed toward the 
center of the ring where 
a goat was tied to a stake 
by a 10 foot rope. When 
she got within 30 foot of 
the animal, she quickly 
dismounted the horse, 
sprinted toward the goat, 
grabbed it, fl ipped it, 
pulled the right front and 
two back legs together, 
wrapped them securely 
with a rope, then threw 
her hands up in the air-
-the signal to the fl agger 
to stop the clock.  

Jessica’s performance 
— over the course of three 
diff erent runs in fi nals — earned her the title of “World 
Reserve Goat-Tying Champion” at the National High 
School rodeo competition held in Guthrie, Oklahoma. 

Stevens, a soon-to-be senior from Creighton, 
competed against 154 contestants from 43 diff erent 
states, as well as a few competitors from Canada and 
Mexico. Her winning score was an accumulation of 
three diff erent rounds.  On her fi rst run, it took 7.78 
seconds from the time her horse crossed the starting 
line to the time she fi nished roping and securing 
the goat.  That eff ort earned her 8th in the overall 
standings.  

“Once the clock is stopped the goat must stay tied 
for 6 seconds in order for it to count. My time starts 
when the nose of my horse passes the fi rst fl agger 
and ends when the second judge drops his fl ag,” she 
explained.

For her second round, she improved her time and 
clocked in with 7.47 seconds. And in the fi nals, she 
again shaved enough off  her time to improve once 
again — this time registering a 7.31 seconds. 

Scorekeepers tallied the three runs, and her grand 
total of 22.56 seconds put her less than one second 
(.55) behind the leader. Her eff orts not only earned her 

By JENNY HIGGINS
news@myknoxconews.com

They capped the number of race entries — and still set a 
record.

Due to COVID-19, race organizer Heidi Marsh said 
state health restrictions forced them to limit Crofton’s 3rd 
Annual Dam Race to 160 competitors this year.

“The fi rst year we had 60, last year we had 130, and now 
this year, it was 160,” she said. “We could have hit 200 
easily.”

Marsh added that she was “really happy with the 
turnout,” which was their largest to date. In fact, they had 
more than two dozen entries on a waiting list.

“We had competitors from a fi ve-state region,” she said. 
“I think if we are really conscious in how we grow this, it will 
grow in just the right way. I think we just need to be really 
thoughtful in how we do it. Crofton’s ready, the community 
is thrilled.”

In order to comply with the state’s COVID-19 restrictions, 
Marsh said they worked closely with the state health 
department and parks department.

“We gave away masks to everybody,” she said. “We 
sanitized kayaks. The meal service was also closed box and 
protected. We encouraged a ton of social distancing, which 
is hard when you have this many people, but I think capping 
it at 160 helped.”

Crofton’s Dam Race gives competitors the option of 
running a half marathon, biking 12 miles or completing a 
triathlon — alone or with teammates. The triathlon consists 
of a 1.5 mile kayak around Lewis and Clark Lake, followed 
by a 5K run around the Weigand Recreation Area and a 12-
mile bike ride through the hills into downtown Crofton. 

The top three fi nishers in the half marathon were Kris 
Vander Kooy of Viborg, So.Dak. 1:42:15; Kathy Hofmaier 
of Crofton 1:51:51 and Emily McGaffi  n of Sioux City, Iowa 
1:53:43.

Dam Race

Entry record set at race despite restrictions

COURTESY PHOTO

Tatum Olson of Bloomfi eld competed in the Reined Cow 
Horse event at the National High School Rodeo Finals.

School information
The Bloomfi eld Elementary 
School will be offering open 
house sessions starting on 
Monday, Aug. 17. Kindergarten 
and 6th grade will be from 
5 to 6:30 p.m.; and fi rst and 
fi fth grade will be 6:45 to 8:15 
p.m.  On Tuesday, Aug. 18, 
second and fourth grades will 
be hosted from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
and third-graders will be from 
6:45 to 8:15 p.m. Bloomfi eld’s 
seventh grade orientation will 
be Monday, Aug. 10 from 6 to 
8 p.m. Bloomfi eld’s 2020-21 
school year is slated to begin 
at 8 a.m. on Aug. 20.

COURTESY PHOTO

Jessica Stevens of 
Creighton brought home 
the World Reserve Goat-
Tying Championship at the 
National High School Finals 
Rodeo.

Tom and Pat Gragert, 
(pictured in the 
back, middle) who 
are celebrating 20 
years of owning 
the grocery store, 
are joined by their 
immediate family and 
their grandchildren. 
In front is Trisha, their 
daughter, and behind 
her is her husband, 
Jeff Moser. To the 
far right is their son, 
Brandon, with his 
wife, Tara beside him.

COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Three Knox County women competed in the same fl ight of Crofton’s Dam Race triathlon on Saturday: (l-r) Kaitlyn Hanvey of 
Center, Jackie Freeman of Bloomfi eld and Claire Fanta of Creighton.

Theresa Hansen of Crofton receives encouragement from her 
daughters, Cameron and Brynn, before she starts the triathlon 
for Crofton’s Dam Race.

The race’s best water station award went to this green Volkswagen 
named “Fred,” and volunteers Erin and Layla Foxhhoven.

- Please see RODEO, page 3
- Please see RACE, page 3

KNOX COUNTY
Election information
The incumbent fi ling deadline 
for the 2020 General Election 
is now over.  Non-incumbents 
still have until 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 3, 2020 to fi le 
for the races of  Village Boards, 
Cedar-Knox Public Power 
District Board Subdistrict 3, 
North Central Public Power 
District Board Subdistricts 2 
& 3, and Educational Service 
Units #1 District 10 and Unit #8 
District 4.

CROFTON
Graduation set
The Crofton Class of 2020 will 
graduate at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Aug. 2 on the football fi eld or in 
the gym.

http://myknoxcountynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5K&uuid=f86bde24-703c-5da0-9703-b24c56d27281

