
Editor's Note: This is the fi rst in a series of stories 
over the next several months detailing on the creation of a 
new church.

* * * 
By GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

Families have a regular rhythm of “gathering” and 
“scattering” whether it’s a daily juggle of work, school and 
family meals or a holiday spent with extended family. Jesus 
connected a spiritual family together in 1953 creating The 
Bible Gospel Church — an independent Bible church in 
Bloomfi eld. 

When they fi rst began, the members of Bible Gospel  
met at a home for church, under the pastoral guidance of 
Robert Ostrander. Along with starting Bible Gospel, Pastor 
Ostrander is also credited with starting Glad Tidings Bible 
Camp. From home church, they were able to move to city 
hall and eventually purchase an old schoolhouse — and 
current location — on Highway 12 between Bloomfi eld and 
Crofton in 1968. 

After seven decades of Sunday gathering the church, that 
started out as Bible Gospel, is relaunching as a sister church 
to Restore Church in Yankton. 

In the spring of 1969 Bible Gospel was commissioned 
under Pastor Lyle DeFo,rd, and in 1972 changed its name 
to Community Bible Church, with the hope of being more 
inviting as a community church. Pastor DeFord preached 
until he retired in 2001.

The church has always been a smaller church with the 
present congregation being made up of mainly the baby 
boomer generation and total member count around 25-30. 

“Most of the congregation now are folks my age,” said 

Dave Carhart, who’s been a member since 1974. Dave met his 
wife Mary, whose parents were some of the fi rst members of 
the Church. They married in 1974 at Community Bible and 
have been instrumental in keeping the church going. 

“For the majority of our church, all of our kids have grown 
and moved on, leaving only a couple young adult families in 
the congregation,” said Dave. “It’s really changed a lot.” 

Pastor Al preached from 2002 until 2008, and in 2011, 
their last and most recent pastor, Mark McClintick, preached 
until deciding to accept a pastoral position at a larger church 
in Albion. 

While ministering in the Bloomfi eld area, Pastor 
McClintick, along with his wife Tammy, introduced AWANA 
to the Bloomfi eld community. AWANA is a Christian 
nonprofi t organization in child and youth discipleship, 
giving children the opportunity to know, love and serve 
Jesus, no matter their background. Although Pastor Mark 
and his family have left the community, Community Bible 
has continued to make AWANA a huge success.  

“This not only brought us closer and more involved in 
our community, but also as a church family,” said Carhart. 

Volume 130, No. 34

INDEX

WEEKEND WEATHER

Bloomfi eld .......................4
Churches ........................8
Classifi eds ....................11
Sports ......................... 5-6
Creighton ......................12
Legals ...........................10
Obituaries .......................7

Complete Forecast, 

MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

Lindsay Water
Conditioning

209 E. 3rd St.,Yankton, SD � 605-665-7471

ANY water
problems,

call us!

176,670

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 
8 P.M. MONDAY, JAN. 11, 2020

1,791 DEATHS REPORTED
854,716 TESTED

944 CONFIRMED IN KNOX COUNTY

CREIGHTON

Areas Best

Sports Coverage!

Order!

myknoxcountynews.com/sports

Prints of all your 

favorite local athletes at

Browse.Click.

 County News
KnoxKnox

 County News

“
This not only brought us closer 
and more involved in our 
community, but also as a church 
family.” 

DAVE CARHART
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Advertising deadline
The advertising and news 
deadline at the Knox County 
News is Mondays at 5 p.m. 
Our graphic design team 
designs ads for customers at 
no additional charge. 

Ambulance donation
The Creighton Ambulance 
Service received the following 
donations in December: $50 
from Dale Nielsen; 
$40 in memory of Jim Farnik 
from the Farnik family – 
Merna, Mike & Colleen, Matt 
& Michaela Holst, JoEllen & 
Leeland, Shane and Alaina.
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will fi nd the babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

together. As pastor, I asked for animals, props, fi re rings, 

The NSAA has updated the 
following for schools, offi cials 
and spectators for all winter 
season contests:
• Active participants are 
permitted, but not required, 
to wear face coverings during 
competition/performance.
• Coaches and non-active 
participants (those not 
currently on the court, mat or 
stage) are required to wear 
face coverings at all times.
• Spectators are required to 
wear face coverings at all 
times while attending indoor 
events.
• Face coverings must cover 
the nose and mouth.
• Attendance is restricted to 
households and may include 
grandparents.
• 6 feet of physical distance 
between household groups in 
stands and spectator areas.
• The host school may 
establish additional 
requirements in consultation 
with local health departments.
Additional requirements 
implemented by the host 
school must be the same for 
all schools, offi cials, judges, 
and spectators.
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Biff  Warren, on behalf of Merritt’s family.

of her brothers, Biff , went to both elementary 

fourth graders specifi cally. For starters, he 

news@myknoxconews.com

memories of a crackling fi re, sipping hot 

house you’ll fi nd what is usually a sitting 

their dining room table. For the next four to 
fi ve days, he unpacks, unwraps, and sets up 
his Christmas town, always a little diff erent 

In 1995, Rod purchased his fi rst original 

Rod’s fi rsts, was the Dinah’s Drive-In and 

Stand off ering refreshments. 

Rod and Juleen Eisenhauer of Bloomfi eld have collected over 45 villages, plus another 50 plus accessories and many many trees. 

The Knox County courthouse 
will be closed for the rest 
of the week and reopen on 
Monday, Dec. 28. 

The Knox County News will 
close at noon on Thursday, 
Dec. 31. The newspapers will 
be delivered to vendors as 
usual and mailed Thursday 
morning. 

VERDIGRE

Immunization clinic
The next immunization clinic 
(offered by NENCAP, Northeast 
Nebraska Community Action 
Partnership) will be on Tuesday 
Jan.19 from 10:30 a.m to 2:30 
p.m. at the NENCAP Building; 
808 Chase Ave. in Creighton.  
The clinic can serve clients with 
and without health insurance. 
See article on page 8  for more 
details. 

NEBRASKA

Chicken supper 
The Verdigre United 
Methodist Church is hosting 
its annual chicken supper on 
Saturday, Jan. 23 from 5-7 
p.m. Price is $10. They will 
be serving broasted chicken, 
cheesy potatoes, green 
beans, coleslaw, dinner roll, 
dessert and bottled water. If 
inclement weather, the event 
will be Saturday, Jan. 30. 

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

When the doors locked 
Wednesday evening, more than 
just the name changed inside The 
Tilden Bank. 

The transition to Cornerstone 
Bank took hours and a team 
eff ort that resulted in even busier 
Thursday as customers made 
the glass door look more like a 
revolving door in as they ventured 
in to say hello and to see for 
themselves that the familiar faces 
remain.

Eff ective Thursday, Jan. 7, The 
Tilden Bank was merged into 
Cornerstone Bank with its three 
locations — Tilden, Clearwater and 
Creighton.

Joyce Blackmore will be vice 
president and manager at the 

Creighton branch.
North Region President Mark 

Jones took time to meet his new 
customers while working with the 
long-time staff . 

“We’re happy to be here,” Jones 
said. “The community and staff  
has been wonderful throughout 
this transition.”

The sale was fi rst announced 
in January 2020, stating that as 
of Sept. 30, 2019, the Tilden Bank 
had assets of $84 million with 
deposits of $73 million and total 
loans of $60 million.

The sale has been bittersweet 
for Rudy Dittrich, who served on 
the Board of Directors for 42 years. 
Through Tilden Bancshares, Inc. 
holding company, Dittrich and six 
others purchased the bank from 
the Busskohl family in 1995 with 

Dittrich as the majority owner at 
51 percent.

“We sold it to a great bank. 
We’ll be in good shape in Tilden,” 
said Dittrich, who stopped by the 
Tilden branch Thursday to thank 
the employees for their dedication 
and loyalty. 

“The Tilden Bank is known 
for treating their customers like 
family, and as a family owned 
bank, Cornerstone is committed 
to do the same,” said Kris Holoch, 
President and CEO of Cornerstone 
Bank.

At the other branches, Gary 
Gunderson will be vice president 
and manager in Tilden, and Bill 
Kester will be vice president and 
manager at the Clearwater branch.PHOTO BY TAMMY SCHINDLER

On Thursday, The Tilden Bank signs were taken down as Cornerstone Bank 
became the new owner of the banks in Creighton, Tilden and Clearwater. 

Cornerstone Bank acquires new branches

- Please see BANK, page 3

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Creighton Schools is moving forward with new 
leaders in place, both in the school district and on the 
school board. 

The Board of Education off ered Joshua Weber a 
contract to be the new superintendent next year, and 
also read aloud the resignation of Board President Kay 
Morrill. 

After a full day of interviews, tours of the school and 
community, and input from committee members, the 
fi eld of superintendent candidates was narrowed down 
to Weber, whose contracted salary will be $120,000, 
plus an additional $1,000 in moving expenses. The 
Board off ered; he accepted and signed.

He will replace Robby Thompson, who announced 
previously that he would be retiring. 

Weber’s path to becoming the new superintendent 
in Creighton involved more than just an administrative 
opening. He and his wife’s desire to raise their children 
in a small-town environment like they grew up also 
enticed them. Weber’s wife, Melissa, is a special 
education teacher at Norfolk Middle School. She was 
raised in Scotia, Nebr., a town with a population of 
a little over 300. They have two girls, Alexis, 7, and 
Skylar, 4. 

“We are defi nitely excited to move here. I grew up in 
Pierce and we defi nitely wanted to have that same kind 
of small-town experience for our kids. So it’s the best 
of both worlds for us--being close to family in Pierce 
and being here, where everyone seems very friendly, 
very welcoming,” Weber said.

After having the opportunity to visit with many 
people and tour the town, Weber said there were many 
things that drew him to accept the position. 

“You can just tell, going through the community 
and the school district, that everybody takes great 
pride in both. There are a lot of opportunities here for 
the students to succeed.  A lot of great things going on 
here. And I could see, they have a vision and goals in 
place that will help the district be successful moving 
forward,” he said. 

Superintendent
hire approved 
by school board

COURTESY PHOTO

After accepting the position as superintendent of schools, 
Joshua Weber says his family is excited about moving to 
Creighton. Pictured with him are his wife and daughters: 
Skylar, age 4; Melissa, currently the special education 
teacher at Norfolk Middle School; and Alexis, age 7.

BUILDING A COMMUNITY

Growing congregation leads 
to relaunching area church

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM

The Community Bible Church on Highway 12 between Bloomfi eld and Crofton is relaunching as a sister church. 

- Please see CHURCH, page 3
- Please see SUPERINTENDENT, page 3

Sunday
  High 38
  Low: 25
  Precip: 5%

Friday
  High 30
  Low: 20
  Precip: 25%

Saturday
  High 35
  Low: 25
  Precip: 0%

Chicken supper 
The Nebraska Soybean Board 
is seeking soybean farmers 
to represent fellow soybean 
farmers and the industry in 
Districts 1, 3 and 6. Candidacy 
petition period ends April 15.
District 1: Counties of 
Antelope, Boyd, Cedar, Holt, 
Knox, Madison and Pierce.

Morrill submits resignation


