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Lindsay Water
Conditioning

209 E. 3rd St.,Yankton, SD � 605-665-7471

ANY water
problems,

call us!

Northern Nebraska Chapter

52nd Annual Dinner & Auction
Wednesday, Sept. 30th

Divots Event Center

Cocktails 5:30 | Dinner 7pm
L i v e  A u c t i o n  t o  F o l l o w

For Tickets contact

Mark & Traci Christensen 402.439.5400

duckdog@stanton.net

*Because of Covid19 concerns, we will not

be selling tickets at the door.

BLOOMFIELD

38,970

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 
6:05 P.M. TUESDAY, SEPT. 15, 2020

436 DEATHS REPORTED
409,565 TESTED

151 CONFIRMED IN KNOX COUNTY

Awana program
The Bloomfi eld Awana 
Program that has been 
regularly held on Wednesday 
evenings is still planned on 
being held. They plan on 
beginning when it is safe for 
all children to attend. Please 
watch the paper for the 
upcoming date. 

- Please see HEIGHTS, page 3

CREIGHTON

PHOTOS BY GARRIANN EDHOLM

Bloomfi eld High School’s 2020 Homecoming King and Queen are Evan 
Haverkamp and Kate Bruns. They are pictured with the crown bearers, 
Cooper Smith and Hayden Schmeckpeper.  Bloomfi eld High School 
Homecoming Royalty 2020. Seniors: Ella McFarland, Brynn Bargman, 
Queen, Kate Bruns, Gabe Lauck, Tyson Sauser, and King, Evan Haverkamp. 
Juniors: Cody Bruegman, and Katie Kuhlman. Sophomores: Blake 
Guenther, and Lily Jessen. Freshmen: Mason Mackeprang, and Madison 
Abbenhaus. Crown Bearers: Cooper Smith, and Hayden Schmeckpeper.

VICTORY
The Bulldogs picked up a big win 

against Plainview on Friday. 

By GARRIANN EDHOLM
news@myknoxconews.com

When turning 85, most think of celebrating their 
birthday with a card shower, cake or a nic dinner, but 
not Charlene Johnson. 

The Knox County native decided to do one better 
and celebrated turning by jumping out of a plane. 

Born on a farm south of Bloomfi eld and a graduate 
of Creighton, Johnson holds some deep roots in Knox 
County. Growing up on a farm, Johnson said she 
never had big birthday celebrations, as her birthday 
always fell around the beginning of harvest. 

“This is the fi rst birthday party I’ve ever really had,” 
Johnson said. “I was born so many years ago that it 
was always such a busy time with harvest and money 
was tight, so there just weren’t any big celebrations.” 

Johnson, who now resides in Atlantic, Iowa, joined 
four of her closest friends to make a bucket list of 
things they’d still like to accomplish. Johnson’s list 
consisted of zip lining, skydiving, hot air balloon ride 
and parasailing. 

“I had six children, worked as a nurse in the ICU 
and ER for years, and sometimes I held down three 
jobs to help support them, so I never really got to do 

Terrifi ed of heights, 85-year-old
celebrates birthday by skydiving

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

The upcoming plans for a 
cornhole tournament in Creighton 
(as part of an “Octoberfest” type 
of event) can proceed, now that 
the City Council approved the 
Chamber Area of Commerce’s 
request to close off  a section of 
main street on Saturday, October 
10.

The Chamber expressed interest 
in hosting a fall celebration, 
since the annual BerryPepper 
celebration was cancelled this 
summer. Committees are still 
pursuing several possibilities for 
entertainment--including a live 
band, a street dance, and hosting 
various vendors--but needed 
permission to close off  the street 
in order to do those activities. On 
Thursday, Sept. 10, during their 
regular meeting, the City Council 
voted unanimously to approve that 
request.

Another “main street” item of 
business was to purchase 10 new 
snowfl akes for the winter displays 
on the light poles. These will be used 
to replace any that need repair, 
and to ensure  there are enough 
to cover the area. The goal is to 
keep main street looking attractive 
for residents as well as visitors 
who come to town (especially for 
SantaLand). The cost would total 
approximately $5,000, which 
would be made possible through 
the Harriet Jensen Interest fund, 
as its intended use is to continue to 
beautify the community.

In other business, the council 
approved lowering taxes for the 

2020-21 budget. Creighton's levy 
dropped two percent, as did the tax 
request of $198,665.91. Last year, 
Creighton requested $201,726.61.

The Council unanimously 
approved a couple of requests: 
one, for a new patrol car to be 
purchased, with the understanding 
the prior one would be sold “as 
is” via auction. Lindsay Nelson, 
city administrator, indicated 
that Offi  cer Mark Duncan would 
remove equipment from the 
current vehicle so that it could be 
transferred to the new one. 

Another approved request was 
to change the vacant lot located 
south of Morrill Plumbing from 
residential to commercial. Steve 
Morrill owns the property and 
intends to construct a building for 
more storage of his equipment. 

City Administrator Nelson 
commended the city workers for 
their fi nished work on drainage 
projects in town. She explained 
that one of the intersections 
where work had been completed 
(Washington Street and Central 
Street) would be further improved 
with a four-way stop. The Council 
agreed.

Toward the end of the meeting, 
the Council went into executive 
session for approximately half 
an hour to discuss personnel 
evaluations. Upon their return, 
they approved a $4 per hour 
increase in the city administrator’s 
salary, with all other city 
employees receiving a 4% increase. 
That motion was unanimously 
approved. 

Creighton's 'Octoberfest' 
approved for next month

Farm Fest
A tractor drive and threshing 
bee will take place near 
Bloomfi eld on Sept. 18 and 
19. The tractor ride on Friday 
begins at 1 p.m. at 87931 543 
Ave. The threshing bee will be 
Saturday at 1 p.m. at Endres 
South Farm. The event is free 
to the public. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Charlene Johnson is pictured with her fl ight instructor after skydiving for her 85th birthday.

BLOOMFIELD CROWNS HOMECOMING ROYALTY

By CARRIE PITZER
news@myknoxconews.com

Bloomfi eld Community Schools 
dropped 10 percent from its 
upcoming budget, saving tax 
payers signifi cantly with the 2020-
21 budget.

Bloomfi eld is requesting 
$3,280,138 in property tax, down 
from $3,430,343 last year for a six 
percent decrease.

The Board of Education also 
dropped the levy from 51.62 cents 

to 49.36 cents. 

Bloomfi eld also made changes 
with hits qualifi ed capital 
purpose undertaking fund K-12, 
putting $101,010 into the fund 
in the upcoming year. That's an 
additional $80,000. 

Certifi ed valuations increased 
three percent in the Bloomfi eld 
school district in the last year. 
The district's valuation grew from 
$643,193,008 to $664,459,070.

Bloomfi eld lowers levy, 
property tax request

Sunday
  High 86
  Low: 61
  Precip: 10%

Friday
  High 77
  Low: 54
  Precip: 10%

Saturday
  High 83
  Low: 61
  Precip: 10%

Homecoming parade
The Bloomfi eld Homecoming 
Parade on Friday, September 
18, has been moved to 
12:15 p.m. All students 
will be dismissed at 11:45 
p.m. and there will be no 
afternoon bus services. The 
cheerleaders will host a pep 
rally immediately following the 
parade at the football fi eld.

New library hours
Starting this week, the 
Creighton Library will shift 
to new hours: Monday and 
Wednesday, 12 to 7 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday from 
noon to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m to 1 p.m.

Annual chicken feed
The Creighton Volunteer Fire 
Department will be hosting 
its annual chicken feed on 
Sunday, Sept. 20 from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. They will deliver 
within city limits. See the add 
inside for more details.

Homecoming parade
The Creighton Homecoming 
Parade will begin on 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 3 p.m. 
in front of the high school. 
No candy will be thrown from 
vehicles. 


