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 Morrison Farms Is Taking Applications For Full Time and Part-time 

Positions.   Immediately Hiring With Competitive Wages And Flexible 

Schedule Available for part -time.  Full Time with full benefits and 

housing available. Send Resume To: Morrison Farms, 85824 519th Avenue, 

Clearwater, Ne 68726 | Phone 402 887-5335

Or Email: Frank@nebraskapopcorn.com
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Summer program
Registration forms  are 
available at the Bloomfi eld city 
offi ces have been  distributed 
at school for summer youth 
ball. There is a $25 fee. 
Deadline is April 1.

BLOOMFIELD

BLOOMFIELD

COURTESY PHOTOS

In early March 2020, shelves at Country Market in Bloomfi eld were empty as 
customers clamored for essentials from bread to toilet paper. 

Driver's education
Driver Education will be held 
at Bloomfi eld  June 1-4, 
2021 from 9-3 p.m. If you are 
interested, sign up in the offi ce 
by March 31. 

- Please see SURVIVED, page 3

We Survived: Country Market marks anniversary
Editor's Note: This is the fi rst in 

a series of stories on the COVID-19 
anniversary. Look for more next week.

* * * 

By GARRIANN EDHOLM
NEWS REPORTER

“We survived.”
It has been nearly a year since much 

of the U.S. entered coronavirus-related 
lockdowns. For many people and 
businesses, they're approaching the 
anniversary of when they realized that 
life as they knew it was being  altered 
from how it had been a month, a week 
or even a day earlier. 

That same day, it was reported on 
toilet paper and sanitizer shortages at 
local grocery stores. No one knew what 
the next few weeks, let alone a year 

Employees at Country Market provided curbside pickup while their 
doors were closed due to COVID-19. Knox County was among the fi rst 
counties in Northeast Nebraska to have a positive case. 

Johnson fi nishes sixth at state Voice of Democracy

Jaiden Johnson

By GARRIANN EDHOLM

NEWS REPORTER

"Is This the Country the Founders 
Envisioned?" was the theme for this year's 
Voice of Democracy audio-essay.  Bloomfi eld 
VFW/AUX 4996 was well represented at the 
state level with Jaiden Johnson placing sixth 
overall at the state competition.  She will receive 
a $500 scholarship for her entry. 

At Bloomfi eld’s Veteran’s Day Program, 
Jaiden presented her winning speech that 
awarded her a place to compete at the state 
level. She began her speech saying, “Our 
founding fathers founded this country on 
certain principles, life, liberty, the pursuit of 

happiness, and freedom. While this country 
still holds those values to be true, quickly 
falling through the cracks are the ideas our 
founding fathers held so many years ago. The 
way our country has been acting lately, it may 
be a matter of if, not when, our country has lost 
its identity completely.”

She stated fi rst President George 
Washington stood for the merits America is 
found to exemplify. Unending bravery, selfl ess 
courage, control of power, and the bond of one 
nation under god indivisible. The country our 
fathers envisioned us to be seems to be fading 
more and more into the distance. Americans 
love our country because of the many freedoms 
we have, such as speech, religion, petition, and 

even political parties. 

She brought up her belief in political parties 
tearing our nation apart. “It is absolutely 
necessary for one to express one's stance, 
however in today’s society, political parties 
work to attack one another rather than working 
out societal issues in a mature way. Political 
parties must remember not to abuse freedoms 
of expression, not only for the eff ect of others 
but most importantly for the respect of those 
who put political diff erences aside to fi ght for 
our freedoms, our veterans. 

“In order for our country to be able to move 
forward, we must have an open mind. The media 
only gives one side of the story, further dividing 

- Please see JOHNSON, page 3
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MORTGAGE LENDING MADE EASY! 
Applying for a mortgage loan online is as easy as 1-2-3. Visit 

cornerstoneconnect.com and apply in as little as 20 minutes!
Whether you are buying a new home, refinancing or building the home of 
your dreams, our loan officers will help you find the right financing.

 Mortgage Calculators    |     Rate Watch    |    24/ 7 Application Access

• Conventional Home Loans
• NIFA First Time Homebuyer
• Home Loan Refinances 
• VA Financing
• Home Energy Loans
• Home Improvement Loans

All loans subject to approval.

Building on...
Your Dream 
Home

Bank on a Solid Foundation
709 Peabody Avenue • Creighton • (402) 358-3726

cornerstoneconnect.com

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
NEWS REPORTER

When it comes to celebrating 
Irish heritage on St. Patrick’s 
Day, O’Neill proudly lays claim 
to being “The Irish Capital of 
Nebraska.”

Patricia (“Trish”) Wilmes of 
Creighton knows just how the 
city came to earn that title, 
and for Trish and her family, 
it’s personal.

This year marks the 60th 
anniversary of when Trish’s 

father, Peter. P. Matthews (who 
liked to go by the name, “Peter P.”), and his good 
buddy Joe Cavanaugh, decided that a town so 
rich in Irish heritage should really do something 
more to celebrate that.   

Prior to having the Irish Walk of Fame, the 
painting of the world’s largest shamrock, the kids’ 

carnival, the fun run, the cornhole tournament, 
karaoke competition, the Irish dancers, the Irish 
band, the parade and more...there was nothing. 
Well, at least no big festivities took place, mostly 
just some local pub “participation,” which is 
where the idea to do something more memorable, 
fi rst originated.

“Dad and Joe were just sitting in the bar 
together the night before St. Patrick’s Day, and 
after a few beers, they came up with what they 
thought was a great idea,” Trish said.

Peter P. and Joe decided that a one-horse 
parade would be just the ticket to get folks’ 
attention.  Not just any horse. A green horse. 
Well, actually, it was a white horse — but one they 
decided they could dye green in honor of their 
favorite Irish holiday.  

So they hashed over the idea a little longer 
while enjoying a few more drinks, and then called 
the mayor at 3 a.m. to get permission to have 

Creighton family's Irish heritage 
on display every St. Patrick's Day

L   CK OF THE IRISH

When it comes to celebrating 

to being “The Irish Capital of 
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and for Trish and her family, 

buddy Joe Cavanaugh, decided that a town so 
rich in Irish heritage should really do something 

- Please see O'NEILL, page 3
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Members of Peter P. Matthews 
family have been honored 
with a plaque, as well as 
a shamrock on the Walk 

of Fame, for their positive 
contributions toward 

promoting the Irish 
heritage in O’Neill. 

Joe Cavanaugh and Peter 
Matthews make their fi rst ride 
through O’Neill on a horse they 
dyed green.

Peter Matthews and his green 
horse drew attention of Tom 
Allen of the World-Herald.

Leo Matthews makes an 
appearance with the green 
horse in Chesterfi eld’s Bar.

Sunday
  High 60
  Low: 44
  Precip: 34%

Friday
  High 55
  Low: 35
  Precip: 8%

Saturday
  High 62
  Low: 44
  Precip: 4%

204,753

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 
8 A.M. TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021

2,127 DEATHS REPORTED
983,075 TESTED

558 CONFIRMED IN ANTELOPE COUNTY
852 CONFIRMED IN HOLT COUNTY

COVID ANNIVERSARY

Recyling fundraiser
Creighton’s Recycling Center 
is raising money for repairs. 
Place an order for Krispy 
Kreme doughnuts and help 
support their efforts. More 
information provided in the ad 
inside.

Community Club
Come help support the 
Bloomfi eld Community by 
joining the Community Club.  
They meet once a month at 
different businesses.  Their 
next meeting is at Curt's 
Lanes on March 22, at 6pm. 

Drive-thru fi sh fry
St. Andrew's Catholic Church 
Drive-thru Fish Fry will be 
March 19 4:30 until gone. $10 
per meal. For in town delivery, 
call Brad at 402-841-1273 or 
Rick K at 402- 640-5828.

Perish auction
St. Ludger’s annual Parish 
Auction will be Sunday, March 
21. Chicken dinner will be 
served in the social hall for a 
free will offering from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Live auction will 
begin at 12:30 p.m. 

Driver's education
Creighton’s Driver’s Ed 
classes will be June 1-4 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information or to sign 
up, contact Mr. Pfanstiel at 
joepfanstiel@chsbulldogs.org


