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PUBLIC NOTICE

Legals in this issue
• City of Creighton, notices & 

bills 
Look For Legals on Pages 3

This newspaper is a legal publication 
for Knox County; City of Bloomfi eld, City of 
Creighton; Bloomfi eld Community Schools; 
Creighton Community Schools, Lewis 
& Clark NRD; NCPPD and the State of 
Nebraska.

Complete Forecast, 

MyKnoxCountyNews.com/Weather

BLOOMFIELD

COVID-19 cases
North Central District Health 
Department (NCDHD) was 
made aware of two positive 
COVID-19 cases in Knox 
County. There have been 
nine positive cases in the 
county.

Bloomfi eld graduate overcomes adversity 
- Please see BOARD, page  3

Appreciation Dayz
Due to the uncertainty 
at this time, the 2020 
Bloomfi eld Appreciation 
Dayz has been cancelled.

Hannah 
Schmeck-
peper was 

named 
Student of 
the Month 
for April at 
Northeast 

Community 
College. 

Sunday
  High 69
  Low: 53
  Precip: 20%

Friday
  High 75
  Low: 57
  Precip: 60%

Saturday
  High 81
  Low: 58
  Precip: 20%

10,846
CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES AS OF 

6 P.M. TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020
132 DEATHS REPORTED

72,333 TESTED
9 CONFIRMED IN KNOX COUNTY

VERDIGRE
Kolache Days
Due to the uncertainties of 
Covid-19 and the District 
Health Measures the annual 
Kolache Days 2020 has 
been cancelled, according 
to the Verdigre Improvement 
Club. 

PHOTO BY GARRIANN EDHOLM

Mike and Stephanie Anderson of Wausa Lockers are 
now booked out until summer 2021.

Struggles and hardships have 
accompanied Hannah Schmeckpeper 
throughout her academic journey, but 
her strength as a leader and desire to 
succeed has carried her through these 
diffi  culties. 

Schmeckpeper, a sophomore at 
Northeast Community College at 
Bloomfi eld graduate, comes from a 
large, close-knit family that she draws 
on for support in order to reach her 

goals and set a positive example for 
her siblings. She is the eldest of fi ve 
children and is the fi rst member of 
her family to attend college. She often 
uses this status as a fi rst-generation 
college student as inspiration and fuel 
to achieve her goals.

“Hannah values her education and 
understands the positive impact it 
will have on her future, and is excited 
to secure her dream job in human 

resources,” said Brandi Rossman, 
advisor in Northeast’s TRIO program.

The family has been dealing with a 
matter over the immigration status of 
their father who had to return to Mexico 
recently. Dealing with this legal process 
has brought great stress and concern 
to the Schmeckpeper family and has 
infl uenced the signifi cance of Hannah’s 
educational success exponentially. 

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Creighton’s City Council is 
now in search of new members 
to serve on the EDC’s (Economic 
Development Corporation) 
committee. Three members, 
Eric Burns, Brent Eggerling and 
Mary Morrill, all submitted their 
resignations, which were accepted 
by the Council at the May 11 
meeting. These vacancies add to 
the one created last month when 
Economic Director Susan Norris 
also resigned.  

Lindsay Nelson, City 
Administrator, indicated that 
she would start taking names of 
people who are interested and go 
forward from here. The Council 
also reviewed the handbook with 
guidelines for appointing new 
members.  

As a 5-member board, appointed 
by the mayor, two of the members 
can be outside the city limits if they 
have some ties to the general retail 
trade, according to Joe McNally, 
lawyer for City of Creighton.

One of the priorities the EDC 
has been working on is LB 840, 
a bill that would allow city taxes 
to be raised by ½% in order to 
generate revenue that would be 
used for designated projects.

City Attorney Joe McNally 
explained that without an 
economic director or full board, 
the city could still proceed with 
putting LB 840 on the ballot in 
November, as the details for that 
plan are close to being fi nalized. 
However, if they choose to do so, 
he would advise having another 
town hall meeting prior to that.

Other options, McNalley stated, 
would be to skip this election 
year and wait two years, or hold a 
special election for it. 

In other news, the Council 
discussed plans for summer 
events, like opening the pool 

Creighton 
seeks board 
members

- Please see  ADVERSITY, page  3

Schmeckpeper is fi rst in her family to go to college

Demand hits lockers 'like a hurricane'
By GARRIANN EDHOLM 
& TAMMY SCHINDLER

news@myknoxconews.com
Anyone planning to grill out may 

experience a case of "sticker-shock" when 
purchasing the desired hamburger, steak, 
or pork chop for the planned meal. 

It's not surprising that lockers in 
Creighton and Wausa are booked out for 
months.

“Prices have skyrocketed, but it’s 
the result of trickle-down economics,” 
according to Kevin Baller, who co-owns 
Creighton Locker with his wife, Lani.

Mike and Stephanie Anderson, who 
are second generation owners of Wausa 
Lockers, have been struggling to keep up 
with the butchering demand. 

“We are working non-stop, around the 
clock, helping our local producers process 
their pork and beef,” Stephanie said. 

With meat processing plants being shut 
down around the country, local farmers 
have been having to hold their beef instead 

of hauling them off  to plants.
“Being a USDA inspected locker, we want 

to make sure we are always putting out the 
safest, freshest meat for our customers,” 
Stephanie said. “The minute they called 
school off  — on March 16th — our storefront 
was like a hurricane."

With so much unknown and a lockdown 
put in place, customers wanted to make 
sure their freezers were full of safe, fresh, 
local meat.

“Our busiest week has always been the 
week of Christmas," Stephanie said. "Since 
March 16th, it has been Christmas week 
times ten, with no end in sight.” 

Mike, Stephanie and their locker crew 
are butchering eleven hogs per week and on 
average 14 to 16 beef per week. 

“My phone rings about every three to 
fi ve minutes, with two phone lines," she 
said.“Our fi rst priority is our long-time 
customer. We were always three to four 
months booked out for beef and a month or 

- Please see LOCKERS, page  6

Bound
Gre

By TAMMY SCHINDLER
news@myknoxconews.com

Brook Baller has experienced 
adventures all around the world, but he 
didn’t expect one of them to be several 
months of quarantine in Knox County.

The travel bug bit the Creighton 
graduate after he traveled to Amsterdam 
in 2018 to continue his college studies as 
part of UNL exchange program. 

Although Baller intended to return 
home and resume his typical life as a UNL 
student, his experiences overseas changed 
the direction of his life’s journey, with plot 
twists worthy of a movie — with a romantic 
theme, complicated by the coronavirus.

When he had time away from classes, he 
traveled across Europe. Toward the end of 
his 6-month tour abroad, Baller traveled 
to Cinque Terre. It is a well-known series 
of fi ve fi shing villages on a cliff  along the 
coast of Italy. A 14-mile hiking trail links 
the villages and provides sight-seeing of 
the countryside’s vineyards, the wildly 
colorful houses, the fi shing harbors, and 
a taste of Italian seafood specialties along 
the way.

It was a trek Baller was looking forward 
to, yet he also had a few uncharacteristic 
reservations about going it alone. A recent 
injury to his foot, he worried, could make 
it diffi  cult.  

“Plus, it’s up and down along the 
coastline, and it was July — in Italy — so 
the sun is baking into you while you’re 
walking. It’s defi nitely worth it, but it’s not 

for the faint of heart,” Baller said.
So, for the fi rst time, he entertained 

the idea of allowing someone to join him 
on his journey.  “Maybe it would help me 
push me to fi nish it,” he thought.

Sitting in his 14-bed, one-room hostel 
one night before the hike, he visited at 
length with a young woman about taking 
the train for a sunset view of the village. 
As it turns out, she wasn’t tuned in to 
Brook’s conversation, but someone else in 
the room was… Jaimee Andres, a young 
woman from Australia.

“When I fi rst met Brook, I actually 
thought he was this rude American. He 
was ‘chatting up this other girl’ and he was 
talking about Trump. ‘Typical, I thought.’’ 
I was sitting on my bunk listening to him, 
and he just kept talking, like non-stop. I 
actually started recording him so I could 
send it to my friends.”

Andres also admitted that there was 
something “straightaway about him” and 
that ironically, she was very drawn to 
him. When she overheard him reference 
something about astrology, she was 
intrigued, as she shares an interest in the 
topic.  

Andres, too, was touring Europe alone 
— intentionally. Recently divorced, she 
had moved to the other side of the country 
(Australia), and then booked this trip, 
which was supposed to be her ‘Eat Pray 
Love’ Trip,” referencing the name of a 
popular movie (and book), which simply 

CREIGHTON GRAD UNABLE TO RETURN 
TO AUSTRALIA DUE TO CLOSED BORDERS

- Please see HOMEWARD, page  3

Does Facebook donate 
to FFA or post prom?

Support Local.

Small business

depends on it.

PHOTO BY TAMMY SCHINDLER

Kevin Baller of Creighton Lockers 
cuts up a quarter of beef.

WE  DO.

KNOX COUNTY
Scrap tires event
Knox County will host a 
scrap tire collection on 
Friday, June 26, from 7:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., or sooner 
if limit is reached at the 
Center County Yard located 
along Hwy. 84 on the 
south edge of the Village 
of Center. The collection 
is limited to Knox County 
residents only.  No dealers 
or those who collect a tire 
disposal fee will be allowed 
to participate.  Please call 
clerk Joann Fischer at 402-
288-5604 with questions 
before the collection.


