WRESTLING ACTION
The Bloomﬁeld/Crofton wrestling
team was in action Saturday.
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deadline at the Knox County
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no additional charge.

Earthquake
tremor felt in
Knox County

CREIGHTON
Board of Education

By GARRIANN EDHOLM

Creighton Schools’ Board of
Education will convene for its
regularly scheduled meeting
on Monday, January 11, 2021
at 7 p.m.
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City Council meeting

Creighton City Council will
hold it next meeting on
Thursday, Jan. 14. Seating
remains limited due to COVID.

VERDIGRE
Zoom book chat

The Verdigre Library is
partnering with Nebraska
Strong Recovery Project
to provide a “Book Chat
by Zoom.” Attendees can
participate from the comfort of
their home on Saturday, Jan.
9 from 11 a.m. to noon and
talk about their book of choice.
Katie Hollmann, Library
Director, said to register by
email at verdigrelibrary@
gmail.com or by phone
(402) 668-2677. The library
also has laptop computers
and webcams available for
checkout (deposit required).
The Verdigre Library was
recently recognized he ﬁrst
200 recipients of its Libraries
Transforming Communities
(LTC): Focus on Small and
Rural Libraries grants.

Bulldogs proud to welcome
females to wrestling program
By TAMMY SCHINDLER

KNOX COUNTY
Zoom book chat

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., the
Nebraska Game and Parks
will have outdoor educators
from across the state will read
aloud a nature-themed book
iver Zoom for pre-k age kids,
followed by an activity. No
registration is required.
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The ﬁreman’s carry. A double leg takedown. Ride the wrists.
All wrestling terms that were unfamiliar
to Casidy Wortman, at least until Coach
Zac Kliment demonstrated the moves
during practice. Casidy, a sophomore, is
one of four girls who joined Creighton’s
wrestling team, and along with her
teammates, is learning the moves, the
terminology, and how to defeat opponents.
And she has done so in historic fashion,
as Casidy became Creighton’s ﬁrst female
wrestler to win the championship in an allgirl wrestling tournament. Not once, but
twice — both in Fairbury and Winnebago.
Plus, she has won every match so far with
a pin.
This year was Casidy’s ﬁrst year to
ever step foot on a wrestling mat as a
competitor in the predominantly male
sport. And she is not alone. Girls across the
state have joined the ranks as wrestlers on
their local teams. So many, in fact, there
is an online push for the NSAA to oﬃcially

sanction the sport for girls, with the Twitter
hashtag #SanctionNE.
At Creighton, credit goes to LayciJo
Condon for having the courage to be the
ﬁrst female to join the team.
LayciJo said she has always loved
competing, whether it was in volleyball,
softball, basketball, or rodeo, but she
prefers the ones that are more physical.
She also grew up watching her brother,
Jorgan, wrestle and said she always loved
the sport.
“So I wanted to try it, but I went through
quite a thinking process ﬁrst. Finally, I
just approached Coach Kliment and asked
if I could join the team,” she said. “Two
freshmen, Brooklyn Abbott and Irene
Burrell joined, too. And Casidy Wortman
asked me about it at a football game and
I told her she should join. It would help
me, too, so I’d have a partner to wrestle for
drills in practice.”
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Casidy Wortman is one of four female wrestlers at Creighton
this season. She's the ﬁrst Bulldog to win championships in
two all-female tournaments.

It was trash day.
When Sammie Klug felt her
house shake in Niobrara, she
looked out the window she what
had just happened — but she
didn't see anything.
“I thought someone crashed
into our house,” Klug said.
Rather than an accident, it
was an earthquake. A minor
earthquake
with
magnitude
3.1 (ml/mb) was detected 6
kilometers (4 miles) from Tyndall
in South Dakota. The epicenter
of the earthquake was roughly 3
miles below the Earth’s surface.
Also in Niobrara, several
teachers were sitting in curriculum
meetings. Kandi Eisenhauer,
along with a few other teachers,
happened to be in their science
meeting with Sharla Hanzlik, their
high school science teacher.
“We looked at her and said, was
that an earthquake?” Eisnehauer
recalled.
The
USGS
earthquake
notiﬁcation system reported the
quake in Bon Homme County, a
little over three-and-a-half miles
north northeast of Tyndall.
The USG says it occurred at
about 8:55 a.m. Central Time and
was located about three miles
underneath the earth's crust.
This isn’t the ﬁrst quake that
has been felt in Knox County.
About a year ago, two 2.9
magnitude quakes were recorded
in the O’Neill and Ainsworth area.
The ﬁrst signiﬁcant earthquake
felt in Nebraska occurred in 1867
—the year that statehood was
achieved — and was apparently
centered near Lawrence, Kansas
and aﬀected much of Nebraska.
Since 1867, at least seven
earthquakes of intensity 5 or
greater have originated within
Nebraska's
boundaries
and
according to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS), there
have been 46 since 1975.
Several strong earthquakes
centered in neighboring states
have also been felt over limited
portions of Nebraska. Over the
last four decades, earthquakes
have happened all over the state,
but none greater than a 4.3
magnitude.
None of the earthquakes caused
damage.

Vaccines for COVID-19 released

Volume 130, No. 33

By WHITNEY RITTSCHER
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Governor Pete Ricketts and the
Nebraska Department on Health
and Human Services provided
updates on Nebraska’s work to
deploy coronavirus vaccines.
As of Jan. 4, Nebraska received
63,070 primary doses, along
with 23,400 primary doses to the
Federal pharmacy program for
long term care facilities. Overall,
the month of December saw a
total of 86,470 vaccine doses.
According
to
Ricketts,
Nebraska has been in the top
third in the nation in terms of
how quickly we are getting the

vaccine to people as hospital staﬀ
receive it.
Angela
Ling,
Incident
Commander at the Nebraska
Department of Health and
Human Services, states that “as
we prepare for Phase 1B, we will
be working with the local health
departments and community
partners to help with vaccinations.
Phase 1A, included frontline
health care workers, along with
residents and staﬀ members of
long-term care facilities. Phase 1B
is projected to begin soon, with
doses oﬀered to those aged 75

- Please see
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Bloomﬁeld Medical
Clinic announced
that some of their
staff, including
Angela Chambers,
PA, were able
to receive their
1st Covid-19
vaccination.
They do not have
the vaccine at
their clinic yet
and are unsure
when they will
be getting it but
are excited about
the possibilities
this vaccine has
to offer for their
patients and
community.
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