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Weather
High 56, cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 43, cloudy

THURSDAY

High 52, cloudy

FRIDAY

High 52, partly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 55, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Come join a group of friends
on a Holiday Trip to New York
City, ‘The Big Apple”.
Incredible price of $595 for
six days and five nights, Dec.
6-11. Contact Alvin Jackson to
make your reservations at
843-902-3366.

A five day, four night trip for
a Holy Land USA experience
to Orlando and Cocoa Beach,
Florida will be Feb. 18-22,
2019 at a cost of $475. Call
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366. Visit grouptrips.com

(password – CherryHill) for a
listing of trips.

The Cedar Branch Community
Center presents a trip to the
Ark Encounter located in
Kentucky (Noah’s Ark recon-
structed) May 13-18, 2019.
The trip is six days, five
nights and cost is $585. To
make arrangements call
Linda Hemingway at 843-455-
7242.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion

Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m. until
noon. Must present proper ID
and is an equal opportunity
provider. The store is open
Tuesday through Saturday 9
a.m. – 4 p.m. Any group that
would like to help with the

pass out, call Barry Long at
843-902-9078.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For more
information call club presi-
dent Charles Webster at 756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each

month from 7-8 p.m. at Dale’s
Seafood, 100 South US
Highway 701 Bypass, Tabor
City, N.C. For additional infor-
mation on our meetings and
or the Lions Club’s organiza-
tion, call Lion Jim Murph at
756-7900.
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State employees
haven’t seen a raise in at
least 12 years, according
to S.C. Senator Katrina
Shealy (R-Newberry).
“That’s why we can’t

retain good employees,”
Shealy said.
Shealy said that there

is a proposal in the
works to give state
employees a 5 percent
pay increase next year. It
would include public
school teachers, but it
would not include state
agency directors or
tenured professors
whose salaries are
already at $100,000 or
above. 
The total dent that

would make in the budg-
et is as of yet undeter-
mined, according to
Shealy. S.C. Senator Greg
Hembree, R-28, estimat-
ed the price tag could be
around $200 million.
“We hire employees,

train them and then they
go someplace else. The
Department of Social
Services, the
Department of
Corrections – turnover is
huge,” Shealy said. “We
need good employees,
we don’t pay enough
when they start. They
work hard, they deserve
a pay raise. We need to
do it. It’s something
we’ve let go on too long
without.”
Hembree agrees, and

estimated that there’s
approximately half a bil-
lion dollars of recurring
money available to
hopefully make this hap-
pen.
“We’re just not com-

petitive with the private
sector,” Hembree said.
He said the idea was

discussed at a caucus
meeting last week, and
he emphasized that
most of the versions of
the proposal kept the
$100,000 cap. 
“Here’s the problem…

you give someone mak-
ing $170,000 a 5 percent
raise, that gets to be a
lot, you could have given
10 other people making
below that a raise,”
Hembree said. “I’m a lot
more interested in pro-
viding help to those who
are really in that sort of
working poor/middle
class wage. I’m not say-
ing they don’t deserve it,
but our problem is
recruitment. I want to
focus on getting that
money at the lower
end…with starting
salaries.”
Hembree said that

overall there was interest
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The harbor seal stranded
on the shore in Myrtle
Beach returned to the
ocean Thursday, according
to a post from the Myrtle
Beach Police Department
Facebook page.

“It’s not unusual for
them to haul out for hours
at a time,” he said.
Authorities responded to

a seal on the Myrtle Beach
coast Wednesday morning
of this past week after a
security guard for a local
resort reported the gray

juvenile harbor seal in the
30th Avenue North area
around 10:15 a.m.
Steven Trott with Myrtle

Beach Police’s animal con-
trol division performed an
evaluation on the seal and
determined the animal was
injured.
Bystanders were kept at

bay in anticipation of Rob
Young’s arrival.
Young, the CCU profes-

sor and a coordinator of
the South Carolina Marine
Mammal Stranding
Network, examined the
seal finding some “blood
spots” on its neck and
“some minor injury.”

Young described the
injuries as superficial.
A seal veterinarian in

Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
advised officials the animal
should be left alone. As the
harbor seal is a protected
species, it was important
to make sure it was given
space and not harassed.

Police set up a perimeter
and ensured members of
the public didn’t get too
close to the seal and kept
noise levels down.
The State Department of

Natural Resources was
contacted and subse-
quently contacted the
South Carolina Marine

Mammal Stranding
Network.
Onlookers gathered on

the beach snapping pic-
tures and recording video
as the seal wiggled its way
toward the sea.

“It’s odd for a seal to be
out here,” Jeslene Peck of
Myrtle Beach said, adding
she was glad the seal was
alive. 
“It’s one of God’s cre-

ations,” she said.
Trott said Wednesday

was the first time he’d wit-
nessed a seal wash up on
the shores of Myrtle Beach
in roughly 13 years work-
ing with the MBPD.

Legislators
call for pay
increase
for state
employees

Seal returns to Myrtle Beach

shore, back into the ocean
“It’s odd for a seal to be out here, adding

she was glad the seal was alive. It’s one of

God’s creations.”

Jeslene Peck
Myrtle Beach
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A harbor seal rests, scoots,
scratches and looks around
on Saturday around 63rd
Avenue North in Myrtle
Beach. The seal had come
ashore just 33 blocks south
on Wednesday morning and
went back into the ocean
around 2 a.m. Thursday. The
Saturday sighting lasted less
time. As the afternoon was
nearly spent, the seal looked
to the left spotting a nearby
surfer and quickly made its
way to the ocean seemingly
swimming toward the surfer.
The surfer left the water
after a few minutes.

Hanging out
on the beach
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