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Weather
High 64, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 50, rain 80%

THURSDAY

High 57, rain 90%

FRIDAY

High 62, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 54, sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

A 21st Pastoral Anniversary
for the Rev. Dr. Shawn L.
Johnson will be held at Hill
Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, 2841 Duford Rd.,
Nichols, March 8 beginning
at 11:20 a.m. The guest
speaker will be the Rev.
Richard Williams, pastor of
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,
in the Mt. Olive community
in Nichols.

Lawndale Baptist Church,
4717 Hwy. 66, Loris, will
have revival March 8-11
beginning at 7 p.m.

Tyler Caines will be the
guest speaker and there will
be special singing nightly.

Good Hope Baptist Church,
6101 Privetts Rd., Conway,
will have spring revival
March 15-18. Sunday servic-
es will begin at 11 a.m. and
6 p.m. Services Monday
through Wednesday will
begin at 7 p.m. Guest speak-
er will be the Rev. Doug
Smith (“The Singing
Evangelist”). For more infor-
mation call 843-365-6242 or
look on Facebook.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an

equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more

information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church, 3449 S.C. 65, will dis-
tribute food on the second
and fourth Fridays of each
month from 11 a.m. until all
food has been distributed. 

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Thanks to a partnership
between Dick’s Pawn
Superstore and Crossway
Church in Loris, the Conway
location of Dick’s Pawn now
has a Blessing Box by its front
entrance.
Those in need are encour-

aged to come and take avail-
able food from the Blessing
Box, and those who want to
donate can leave some as
well.
Richard Cundiff, general

manager of all five Horry
County Dick’s Pawn loca-
tions, said the practice grew
from an idea picked up from
friends in Texas that have
something similar in their
community.
“Even though the economy

appears to be doing well, just
from a glance everyone’s liv-
ing a perfect life, but the
truth is, in our area a lot of

folks are struggling and living
day-to-day,” Cundiff said.
“Kids are going to school
hungry. That’s what we’re
hoping this is for, to help
adults and families, and
some of these kids out there
dealing with a lack of food in
their life.”
A few of his employees

attend Crossway Church in
Loris, and together the part-
nership was born. Cundiff
said the church does a lot for
the community and this is
one more way its members
wanted to help others. 
The box, which was hand-

made by an employee with
carpentry skills, reads “Take
what you need, leave what
you can. Above all, be
blessed!” 
Cundiff said there is no

judgment at their Blessing
Box. It is located outside the
front entrance and no one
has to enter the store to gain
access to the food. The store

does not have to be open for
people to visit the box, either. 
He said so far, no one has

“cleaned them out”. 
“Everyone has really just

taken what they’ve needed
and left the rest,” Cundiff
said.  
Boxes are now headed to

the four other Horry County
Dick’s Pawn store locations. 
“We really see this thing as

having a lot of tentacles,”
Cundiff said. “Bringing peo-
ple together who want to
help; there is a great need for
it.”
Crossway Pastor Tommy

Shelley said it’s all about
transforming communities
into a family.
“We feel their locations

would allow more folks to be
blessed and to be able to get
help in a difficult time,”
Shelley said. 
They had visitors to the

Blessing Box the first night
they put it out on Valentine’s

Day. 
He said they posted their

Blessing Box on their
Facebook page and have got-
ten a lot of donations via
social media, and said if they
ever have to figure out a dif-
ferent way to store all of the
donations, they will “take it to
another level” and find a bet-
ter way to get the food to
those who need it. 
“That would be a good

problem to have,” Cundiff
said, when it was suggested
they might need a larger
Blessing Box. 
The donations need to be

nonperishable because the
boxes not temperature-con-
trolled, and he said that
things like cereal, peanut
butter, rice, and beans are
just some of the popular
items. 
“Some things we might

take for granted can really
make someone’s day,”
Cundiff said. 

Dick’s Pawn Superstore hopes to help needy Horryites with Blessing Boxes

The Blessing Box outside of Dick’s Pawn’s Conway location
on Main Street is located outside of the building, so folks
in need can access it without embarrassment. 

‘Cotton Pickin Cute’
opens on Main Street 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Loris has a new place to shop for arts,
crafts, clothing and more -- and it is a famil-
iar face you see when you walk in the door.
On Saturday, a grand opening celebration

took place at ‘Cotton Pickin Cute,’ located at
4164 Main Street.
The owner is Kenya Wright, who served as

Loris city clerk for several years. She
resigned in January to pursue this new ven-
ture.
“It is time to do something I enjoy.

Something that makes me happy,” she told
the Loris Scenewhen she announced her
resignation.
In her spare time, Wright has been a

crafter and had been selling her wares
online.
“Saturday was amazing,” she said of the

grand opening.
Wright said the store was full of well-wish-

ers.
A ribbon cutting sponsored by the Loris

Chamber of Commerce will take place soon.
She said she has been making things such

as door hangers for the past five years.
Because of the success of the online sales,

she felt the time was right to expand to a

brick-and-mortar store.
“I knew I wanted to stay in Loris. I talked

to my husband about it and he said ‘if you
are game, so am I’. So, we started looking at
locations,” Wright said.
Along with the arts and crafts, the store

also has women’s clothing (with some men’s
and children’s clothing coming soon) acces-
sories, household items and more.
“We have anything you want starting at

50-cents. I think our highest price is $32,”
she said.
And if you want to paint your own door

hanger, you can do that in her store. It has a
paint party room just for that purpose.
“You choose your door hanger and paint

it or I can help,” Wright explained. That is
already becoming a popular service as she
has a party of seven coming in to paint this
Saturday.
Wright estimates she made around 35-

percent of the items being sold in the store.
She said she will soon add embroidery to

the list of services she offers. That can be
used to personalize things such as cups,
koozies and t-shirts.
“I am super-excited. I hope everyone

comes to visit us,” Wright said.
The store is open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Tuesday –

Friday and 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday. 

SCOTT HARPER / FOR THE LORIS SCENE

Kenya Wright’s boutique and gifts business ‘Cotton Pickin Cute’ is now open. It is located at 4146 Main Street, Loris. 

Stepmother charged with the death of 11-year-old Loris-area native
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Monday marked five
weeks since authorities in
Colorado began searching
for 11-year-old Gannon
Stauch.
It was also the day his

stepmother, Letecia Stauch,
was arrested and charged in
connection with his death.
The child’s body has not

been located.
During a news confer-

ence Monday afternoon --
at which the press was not
allowed to ask questions --
El Paso County Colorado
Sheriff Bill Elder
announced that Letecia
Stauch was arrested in
Myrtle Beach around 8 a.m.

Monday.
He said the Horry County

Police Department, the
Horry County Sheriff’s
Office, and the FBI assisted

with the
arrest.
Elder said

the charges
filed against
Stauch
include
first-degree
murder of a
child under
the age of
12 by a per-

son in a position of trust,
second-degree child abuse
resulting in death, tamper-
ing with a deceased human
body and tampering with
physical evidence.

Stauch left his Colorado
home to walk to the home
of a friend on Jan. 27,
according to what his step-
mother told authorities.
A neighbor’s surveillance

camera showed the child
and his stepmother get into
a red pickup truck in the
driveway of their home.
About four hours later, the
truck returned to the house
and Leticia Stauch got out
of the vehicle alone.
The case has been mak-

ing news locally because
Gannon was born in the
Loris area but moved to
Colorado to live with his
father a few years ago. His
mother, Landen Hiott, and
grandparents still live in
this area.

While living in the Loris
area, Stauch attended
Crossway Church.
There have been prayer

gatherings in the Loris and
Green Sea areas where peo-
ple prayed for his safe
return.
It was not revealed where

Letecia Stauch was in
Myrtle Beach when she was
apprehended.
No details were released

about how authorities
believe Gannon was killed.
His stepmother’s arrest war-
rants have been sealed,
authorities said.
She is facing the possibil-

ity of life in prison without
parole.
Stauch is awaiting extra-

dition back to Colorado.

A mother in grief
Gannon’s mother,

Landen Hiott, tearfully
spoke during the news con-
ference.
“This is a nightmare. I

have had to put trust in
people I do not know,” she
said through her tears,
while calling her son her
hero. “I will make sure jus-
tice is served because my
boy did not deserve any of
this.”
She pleaded with the

media to refrain from ask-
ing the family questions
while the case goes through
the court system.
Hiott also said she has

some peace because he
knows Gannon is now in

heaven.
“I know where my son is

at, without a shadow of a
doubt,” she said. “Gannon
has a testimony. He has a
story. He is special.”
Gannon’s dad, Al, was too

broken up to speak but a
statement he wrote was
read on his behalf.
“My little boy is not com-

ing home,” he said. “We
will never play Nintendo
again. No more Taco
Tuesdays. No more
smooth-looking haircuts.”
The news is compound-

ed for Al Stauch because it
is his wife who is accused
of committing the crime.
“That is a burden I will

carry with me for a very
long time,” he wrote.

Gannon Stauch


