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This week marked the
first time elementary
school students attended
classes full time since
March 13.
Lauren Guess’s two chil-

dren was excited.
“They have wanted to

go back to school for a
long time," Guess said.
"They miss their friends,
their socialization, their
teachers. All of it."
Horry County Schools

completed the plexiglass
installations in the ele-
mentary schools in
January, and the district
says the barriers will allow
children to be three feet
apart safely instead of the
usual six. They are work-
ing to complete the mid-
dle and high schools so
that all levels can get back
to five-day instruction.
Guess’s third grader and

fifth grader previously
attended the South
Carolina Virtual Charter
School, and they returned
to River Oaks Elementary
Monday. Guess said she
has been preparing them
for what the classroom
will look like with plexi-
glass.
“We had showed them

pictures and videos – I
have several teacher
friends who have posted
their classrooms,” Guess
said.
Not all area parents are

happy about the plexiglass
situation.
Local parent Justin

Yarbrough aims to remove
the plexiglass entirely
through his recent peti-

tion, pointing out that the
state Department of
Health and Environmental
Control does not require
schools to have plexiglass.
“The Center for

Infectious Diseases stated
that children 12 years of
age and under are at
almost no risk of severe
symptoms from COVID-
19,” the petition reads.
Yarbrough spoke at a

recent school board meet-

ing, saying that he con-
sulted "every government
agency" he could and no
one could tell him there
was any benefit to the
plexiglass.
"Parents are not happy

about the plexiglass,"
Yarbrough said. "[The
kids] aren't back in
school; they are sitting in
cages."
More than 1,350 parents

have signed Yarbrough’s

petition so far. The peti-
tion can be found here.
Guess said she tries to

stay positive about the
plexiglass for her kids.
“We talked about how

mommy goes to work and
there’s a cubicle -- instead
of telling them it’s a cage,"
she said. "That just cre-
ates a lot of unnecessary
anxiety for kids."
She also brings home

the point of how impor-

tant it is for her kids to
follow the rules in school
about masking and social
distancing.
“They have to wear a

mask -- I’ve always told
my kids, nobody wants to
do this right now, but if
you can protect somebody
who is at risk or is sick
then it is worth it,” Guess
said. “You can’t always get
what you want.
Sometimes things are dif-

ficult and you do things
you don’t want to do … for
the betterment of others.”
She said the plexiglass is

not permanent.
“My daughter men-

tioned it’s a little hard to
see, but the teacher moves
around easily so she could
see and it wasn’t a big
deal. [The teacher is]
more than willing to
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Weather
High 59, mostly cloudy
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Low 49, cloudy

THURSDAY
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Address Service Requested

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, age or reprisal or retal-
iation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabil-
ities who require alternative
means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency

(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-
able in languages other than
English. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.htm

l and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-9992.
Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410. (2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

Full-time elementary school classes
began Monday amid plexiglass debate
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The state Department of Education is paying $5 million in CARES Act funds to install plexiglass in all Horry County schools as a step to return all students
to five-day face-to-face classes.

'Give me a chance:' Richardson launches campaign for 7th Congressional seat
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Horry County School Board
Chairman Ken Richardson
stood at a podium next to an
empty seat Wednesday of this
past week, declaring that the
U.S. House of Representatives
7th Congressional District seat
belonged neither to Tom Rice,
R-Myrtle Beach, nor himself.
Rather, he said, it was the peo-
ple’s chair, and he wanted a
shot to represent the district’s
constituents. 
“That’s your seat," he said

“Give me a chance.”  
Richardson doesn't plan to

seek reelection as school board
chair, but said he won't shirk
his school duties. Instead, he'll
work part-time as the school
board chair and spend his free
time campaigning for the 2022
election.
Richardson, who previously

spent 20 years on the Horry-
Georgetown Technical College
Area Commission, most of it as

chairman, said he would make
education his priority if he wins

the seat in two years. But he
declined to stand on any partic-

ular policy positions, instead
saying he would have to figure

out what his constituents want-
ed. 
“When I walk into a restau-

rant, I order unsweet tea,”
Richardson said. “But if nine
people are sitting at a table with
me and they order sweet tea, if I
get to Washington and a vote
comes up on tea, I’m gonna
vote for the sweet tea, even
though I might be an unsweet
drinker.” 
Richardson announced his

run for Congress in the wake of
Rice’s vote to impeach President
Donald Trump, who faced the
charge of incitement of an
insurrection. Rice has defended
his vote by pointing to Trump’s
behavior and lack of leadership
as rioters stormed the Capitol
on Jan. 6. But he was still cen-
sured by the South Carolina
GOP for his vote. 
The school board chair made

clear that he wouldn’t have
voted to impeach Trump and
that he doesn’t believe Trump is
responsible for the riot. But he
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Ken Richardson announces his run for Congress in HGTC's Richardson gallery. 
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