
BY TOM O'DARE
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The third vacancy on the
Conway City Council was
filled Tuesday night as
Justin Jordan defeated
Randy Alford in a runoff
election.
Jordan unofficially picked

up 623 votes to Alford’s 252.
Jordan led the entire
evening as vote totals came
into city hall.
Incumbent Larry White

and newcomer Alex Hyman
won the other two open
seats on the council two
weeks ago. Mayor Barbara
Blain-Bellamy was unop-
posed in her re-election bid.
Jordan said he was glad to

get the election process be-
hind him and is ready to
help his city move forward.
“I want to keep things

moving in the right direc-
tion,” Jordan said. “My goal
is to bring all of Conway to-
gether as one in everything
we do.”
He added that flooding is

a major issue that he thinks
the city council needs to ad-

dress.
Onlookers Tuesday night

said they were surprised at
the large number of voters,

almost 900, who turned out
at the polls for the runoff
election. Conway city
spokeswoman Taylor
Newell said a little more
than 2,000 people turned
out for the regular election
two weeks ago.
Jordan told the Independ-

ent earlier that his experi-
ence working for 24 years in
the medical equipment
field dealing with govern-
ment contracts and being a
business owner for eight
years can be an asset to
Conway City Council.
He is also the co-founder

of Conway Cares, a local
nonprofit formed during
Hurricane Florence to help
flood victims. The group fed
nearly 600 flood victims and
adopted eight local families
at Christmas, and continues
to assist families in need
with services ranging from
lawn care and meals to
helping single mothers ob-
tain needed baby supplies
for their children. 
Jordan also currently
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Horry County officials are looking for land in the S.C. 22 corridor that they can buy for an equestrian arena and civic center. The county plans to use
money from Horry Electric Cooperative for the project.

Horry County searching for property to
buy for equestrian arena, civic center
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Govern-
ment will spend the next
two months looking for land
in the western part of the
county to purchase for an
equestrian arena and civic
center.
This past week county of-

ficials directed staff to begin
searching for 100-150 acres
in the area between U.S. 501
and S.C. 22 up to S.C. 22’s
intersection with U.S. 701
North. County staffers plan
to bring land prices and op-
tions back to council in Jan-
uary.
“We’ve got to hitch this

mule and start pulling this

wagon and get it on down
the road,” said Horry
County Councilman Al
Allen, who added that he
wants the county to pur-
chase the land for the proj-
ect within a year. “We need
to get it moving.”
Thursday was the first

time a special committee
of county leaders met to
discuss the proposal,
which would be funded
with the economic devel-
opment money the county
receives from Horry Elec-
tric Cooperative. So far, the
county has banked $1.2
million and the coopera-
tive expects to allocate
$400,000 per year for the
project. 
Horry Electric wants the

county to build a facility
that will be large enough
for the cooperative to hold
an annual meeting for its
members. Horry Electric
used the Myrtle Beach
Convention Center for that
purpose before the cost be-
came too great. They then
moved to the HTC Center
at Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity.
Cooperative leaders

maintain they want a site
that will not only be avail-
able for membership meet-
ings, but will also be a draw
for rodeos, farm equipment
shows and other equestrian
or agricultural events. They
also envision the site being
rented by the Shriners, vet-
erans organizations and

other groups.
“There’s always a need for

things like this,” said Johnny
Shelley, the cooperative’s
board president.
Although the cooperative

will provide money for the
project, Shelley stressed that
the center needs to generate
enough income to cover its
expenses.
“It has to support itself,”

he said.
During Thursday’s meet-

ing, county leaders de-
scribed the features that
they hope the project will
include: trails for horseback
riding, removable flooring to
allow for a variety of events
and enough land to expand.
However, their initial

focus is finding acceptable

property.
“Our first goal needs to be

to find a place to put it,”
Horry County Councilman
Johnny Vaught said.
Vaught said he hopes the

land will be in the S.C. 22
corridor.
“That’s the most geo-

graphically desirable loca-
tion,” he said. “All that
access is built in right there.”
One challenge, of course,

is constructing a center that
will be self-sustaining.
County Administrator Steve
Gosnell suggested that the
facility be designed to ac-
commodate as many events
as possible. 
“That’s going to be the

biggest issue,” he said. “How
do you pay for it?”

Improvements

to Cultra Road

get underway
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Traffic was snarled on
Cultra Road Tuesday and
again yesterday, but by
Dec. 15, barring bad
weather, Conwayites will
think the inconvenience
was well worth it, accord-
ing to Anna Barnhill,
Horry County’s construc-
tion manager with the
S.C. Department of Trans-
portation.
SCDOT has been plan-

ning the improvements
on the highly-traveled
road for several months,
but was held up tem-
porarily when they part-
nered with Horry Electric
Cooperative to construct
turn lanes into its head-
quarters office.
Barnhill said Horry

Electric chipped in half of
the about $300,000 cost
and received half from the
County Transportation
Committee, so the project
then came under SCDOT.
“I think at the end of

the day it worked out
great,” she said.
Tuesday and Wednes-

day’s work marked the be-
ginning of the SCDOT’s
$1.2 million paving proj-
ect that was contracted to
CR Jackson, Inc. of Con-
way.
The project started on

the section of road from
Oak Street to U.S. 701
North with reclamation of
the road’s asphalt.
Barnhill explained that

with reclamation, ma-
chines churn up the road
and spit it out at the cor-
rect width. The churned
asphalt is mixed with ce-
ment that makes a
“super-strong base” for
the asphalt. After the base
is laid, the road will be
paved and it will have an
additional two-foot wide
shoulder on each side.
“…where as right now if

you were to go off the

Jordan wins seat in Conway runoff election

Justin Jordan stands with his wife as he wins the Conway
City Council seat Tuesday.
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Lane Use Committee

tweaks Conway’s growth

and development plan 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A plan guiding Conway’s
growth and development for
the next decade got a few
tweaks from the city’s Land
Use Committee this past
week and passed through a
Conway City Council com-
mittee Monday night with
no questions asked.
However, the plan, featur-

ing three main goals and
multiple strategies, still has a
long way to go before it’s
final.
Planners, with lots of help

from the Land Use Commit-
tee and the public, hope to
(1) Protect and preserve the
city’s history and unique
character; (2) Promote land
use development that meets
the current and future needs
of Conway’s residents and
businesses; and (3) Promote

sustainable development,
resilience and resource pro-
tection.
Within those goals are nu-

merous objectives and still
more strategies.
The plan got a few sugges-

tions from members of the
Land Use Committee this
past week, and its members
now have until today to
share their final comments
with city staff.
The city’s Planning Com-

mission, with many mem-
bers doubling on the Land
Use Committee, will review
the draft Dec. 3. There will be
two public hearings, set now
for Dec. 16, when it could get
its first reading, and Jan. 6,
2020, when it could get its
second and final reading.
Deputy city administra-

tor/planning Mary Cather-
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