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Horry County hotels, campgrounds allowed to re-open this week 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Slowly people make their way to the shore in North Myrtle Beach last week.  

BY CHARLES D. PERRY, JANET MORGAN AND VIRAJ NAIK 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Hotels and campgrounds in un-

incorporated Horry County will be 
allowed to reopen this week after 
county officials opted not to extend 
a ban on short-term rentals. 

Like other local governments, 
county officials voted to ban short-
term rentals in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. County offi-
cials enacted the ban in March and 
it continued through Thursday.  

“We will continue to follow the 
governor’s guidance,” Horry Coun-
ty Council Chairman Johnny Gard-
ner said, adding that county lead-
ers will continue to follow the gov-

ernor’s order that prohibits busi-
nesses from accepting reservations 
from areas that are identified in a 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) travel advisory, 
including hotspots such as New 
York and New Jersey. 

Officials in North Myrtle Beach 
and Surfside Beach announced 
similar decisions this week, though 
Myrtle Beach City Council had not 
voted on short-term rentals as of 
press deadlines. They were sched-
uled to discuss the issue Thursday. 
Check myhorrynews.com for up-
dates.  

County officials opened public 
 

RE-OPENING, A3 

BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Macie Rabon picked up her cap 

and gown last week, but the Aynor 
High School senior doesn’t know 
when — or how — she will use 
them.  

Horry County Schools an-
nounced last week that the district 
would hold virtual graduation cere-

monies. But after a backlash from 
students and parents, they agreed 
to consider other options. 

“Some students may be the first 
in their family to graduate from 
high school,” Rabon said.  “It’s a 
milestone for so many students and 
families. Even if it comes to only 

seniors being present and the par-
ents watching [online] … just the 
physical aspect of being there and 
getting to walk across the stage [is 
important].”  

Schools have already been closed 
for the remainder of the academic 
year because of concerns about 

COVID-19. District leaders said they 
are looking at ways to honor stu-
dents in a safe environment. The 
options under consideration in-
clude the use of football stadiums, 
alternate facilities, as well as the 
possible scheduling of an in-person 
ceremony at a later date.  

During this week’s school board 
meeting, the board decided to add 
more meetings to their agenda to 
push for faster decisions on gradua-
tion plans. They will meet again 
 Monday night. 
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Students, parents worried about graduation plans
District changes course after families object to virtual ceremonies 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Champ’s Bar & Grill is located in the Forestbrook community and offers takeout meals, but the restaurant wants to begin offering dine-in service again. The restaurant industry has been preparing for that possibility.

BY VIRAJ NAIK 

VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Chance Brooks scans a nearly 

empty bar Tuesday night. A sign 
tells customers not to eat or drink 
inside. Stools are upturned. Arcade 
machines and a pool table aren’t 

being used. 
While businesses like Champ’s 

Bar & Grill in Forestbrook look to-
ward a future with fewer dining re-
strictions, they’ve struggled in the 
meantime. 

“We’re barely getting by,” said 
Brooks, the bar manager, adding 

the business has survived “by the 
skin of our teeth.” These days, they 
are bringing in just a few hundred 
dollars per day. Some days, the bar 
has even lost money. 

Last month, Gov. Henry McMas-
ter ordered the state’s restaurants 
to halt dine-in service in response 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Take-
out, curbside and delivery options 
are still allowed, and restaurants 
can sell sealed containers of wine 
and beer. 

Since the dine-in service ban 
went into effect, many local 
restaurants have witnessed an ex-

treme dip in sales, with numerous 
employees losing work. Some sim-
ply closed because they could not 
survive on takeout alone. 

But the state could soon scale 
back some of the regulations. New 

 
RESTAURANTS, A2 

Restaurants ready to get cooking again

As governor begins lifting regulations, dine-in establishments prepare for their turn to reopen 
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