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It happens every 13 minutes in
the United States. Almost four
times as many men as women do
it. It’s the second leading cause of
death among people between 10
and 34 years old.
It’s suicide.
Carolina Forest High School sen-

ior Jade Gambill is participating in
the local Out of Darkness Walk be-
cause she thinks it’s critical that
the community is aware of the
problem.
This year’s walk will be Saturday,

March 23 at Spadoni Park at
Coastal Carolina University.
The park is in front of Wheel-

wright Auditorium.
Check-in time is 10 a.m., and it

won’t be too late to sign up to walk
on the day of. The walk starts at 11
and ends at 1 p.m.
At least seven Panther Ambassa-

dors from CFHS will participate in
the walk.
“Walks are not necessarily at a

college campus, but since we are a
high school, we thought it would
be a good idea to get involved at
the local college,” said school
counselor Brittany Tilberry. “So

many of our students have a con-
nection to it, and it’s close by.”
The two-mile walk will take

about 30-40 minutes and is a
fundraiser for the American Foun-
dation for Suicide Prevention
[AFSP]. Donations to the fundrais-
er can be made on www.AFSP.org
or at the walk.
The event will begin with an

honor bead ceremony, where par-
ticipants receive beaded necklaces
that represent different experi-
ences related to suicide.
Those various-colored beads

represent the loss of a parent,
child, spouse, friend or relative,

and personal struggles as well as
the support of suicide prevention.
Gambill, who is walking for the

second year, has a personal inter-
est in the issue of suicide.
Two of her cousins have died by

suicide; one was 13 years old, and
another was in her 20s.
“It really hurts, and left me with a

lot of questions, wondering why,
and asking if there was anything I
could have done to prevent that
outcome,” she said.
“That’s what I want to work to-

wards, I want to prevent that kind
of thing from happening.”
According to www.AFSP.org,

some behaviors that may signal
that a person is thinking about sui-
cide include isolating from family
and friends, withdrawing from ac-
tivities, sleeping too much or too
little, giving away prized posses-
sions and increased use of drugs
or alcohol.
Changes in behavior or discus-

sion about being hopeless or feel-
ing like a burden to others are also
red flags.
Other factors that may con-

tribute to a person dying by sui-
cide include prolonged stress such
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Friends of the Carolina Forest Li-
brary are offering two $1,000 schol-
arships to seniors at Carolina Forest
High School or the Academy for the
Arts, Science and Technology who
live in Carolina Forest.
This is the first time the Friends

have offered the scholarships,
which must be used for tuition
and/or books.
“We’re reaching out to students

in this area who want to further
their education and might not have
enough funds to attend college,”
said Friends member Cheryl Mor-
row.
“We hope this will help alleviate

some of the financial burden and
help fulfill their dream to go to col-
lege.”
Scholarship applications can be

downloaded at the Carolina Forest
High School website,
https://www.horrycoun-
tyschools.net/Carolina_Forest_Hig
h_School.
The application process includes

submitting a copy of transcripts,
completed essays, a mini-autobi-
ography, sealed recommendation
letters from two people such as a
teacher, school counselor, employ-
er, coach or religious leader, and an
interview with the nominating
committee.
Those applications must be sub-

mitted by April 1 to The Friends of
Carolina Forest Library Scholarship
Committee, 2250 Carolina Forest
Blvd., Myrtle Beach SC 29579.
The only restriction to getting the

scholarship, other than being a stu-
dent at one of those two schools
and living in The Forest, is that the
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Hundreds of Carolina Forest acres set aside for conservation

MIRACLE LEAGUE SEASON OPENS

The Grand Strand Miracle
League season begins on
Saturday at the James C.
Benton Miracle League
Field in Myrtle Beach. The
baseball league for children
with mental and physical
disabilities, has games
scheduled on most
Saturdays through May. The
field is at 690 33rd Ave.
North, beside Doug Shaw
Memorial Stadium. The
soccer season began on
March 19 at the field with
games scheduled on most
Tuesdays. See
www.gsmiracleleagues.com
for more information.
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At least part of Carolina
Forest will remain a forest.
Although the residential

hub is often the poster child
for the challenges of subur-
ban growth, more than 750

acres of private land in the
area went into conservation
easements in 2018, accord-
ing to public records. That’s
more acreage than any other
section of Horry County pre-

served last year, and the total
doesn’t include the county
government’s purchase of
nearly 3,700 acres along In-
ternational Drive for conser-
vation.

“We wanted to preserve the
land,” said Roger Grigg, a de-
veloper with Leonard, Grigg
& Associates. “It’s a beautiful
piece of property.”
Grigg is referring to the 715

acres owned by one of his
firm’s businesses (Cotton-
Patch Timber Co.). The land
sits between the county’s
3,700 acres — known as the
Independent Republic Her-

itage Preserve — and the Wa-
terford Plantation subdivi-
sion. The property went into
conservation in December.

CONSERVATION, A2

More than 110 acres along Gardner Lacy Road still available for development
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