
Q. Who determines how
much a hospital can
charge for a COVID test?
I’ve heard of people pay-
ing as high as $800.
I thought a memoran-

dum was passed on March
18 about COVID testing
being free. 
A. According to U.S.

Health and Human Serv-
ices Department, under
the CARES Act people
should not be asked to pay
for their tests. If a person
has insurance, the insur-
ance company can be
charged, but the insured or
the uninsured should not
be charged.
If you think you have

been improperly charged,
you should call the agency
or hospital that charged
you and talk with the
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Group behind

Conway Free

Fridge program

cited by city
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway officials issued a ci-
tation to the group behind the
Conway Free Fridge project,
saying the refrigerator that of-
fers free perishable items to
the hungry violates state law.
“I cannot imagine that help-

ing anyone in need through an
avenue that requires no appli-
cation or qualification could
be considered a wrong thing,
especially if it isn’t breaking
the ordinances of the city,” said
Laura Edge, who serves on the
Conway Free Fridge commit-
tee.
Last week, Avery Jones

placed a fridge just outside his
Main Street business, Conway
Cooling. The appliance holds
donated perishable items for
those in need in a “Take what
you need, leave what you can”
fashion.
Jones’ wife, Tricia, became

interested in the project after
reading stories about similar
programs in other cities.
However, the City of Conway

said the Conway Free Fridge is
in violation a state law that
prohibits abandoning refriger-
ators. 
But Tricia Jones said their

fridge is fully functional and is
in use.
“Therefore, we don’t feel this

applies as we are not throwing
away fridges,” she said.
City officials voiced con-

cerns about safety and liability.
The Joneses said they were told
by the city to remove the fridge
or face daily fines because a
small child could climb inside
the appliance and become
trapped.
“This project unfortunately

moved faster than it should
have with disregard to make
sure those laws were adhered
to," city spokeswoman June
Wood said. "Public safety is of
paramount importance and
not something that city staff
can simply ignore. We are
hopeful that a solution can be
found or an alternate location
can be identified."
Jones and Edge are con-

fused.
“Honestly, complete puzzle-
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Conway Master Police Officer William “Bill” Grischuk visits with Downtown Conway business owner Chris Smith.

Downtown Conway police officer will save time,

improve service to merchants and shoppers

IT’S ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS!

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

As Senior Master Patrol Officer
William “Bill” Grischuk walked
around Downtown Conway Tues-
day morning talking with mer-
chants and having his picture taken,
a couple approached him about a
vehicle violation they wanted to talk
with a judge about.
Grischuk told them they couldn’t

plead their case at the Conway City
Hall because it was a county viola-
tion and he told them where they
needed to go.
Making friends is a big part of his

job as the downtown officer.

Grischuk has been assigned
downtown at least part time for
about three years, but that is about
to change now that the city has an
office for him and the Conway Po-
lice Department has eight new offi-
cers coming onboard.
The office, located in the building

facing Main Street beside city hall, is
also allowing some other city de-
partments to spread out.
Conway police will soon settle

into the left side of the building,
with a few employees from human
resources and IT already settled into
the rest of the building that also in-
cludes a conference room and a
small, as yet, unclaimed area.

Grischuk retired from his police
position in New Jersey after 27 years
when he and his wife decided to
move to the Conway area. They had
visited the area on vacations and
Grischuk, still a golf lover, had en-
joyed golf trips here. He is also a
motorcycle enthusiast and has
owned a motorcycle for 50 years
now. 
At 67-years-old, he especially

likes the lower cost-of-living in this
area and has settled in easily with
the Conway Police Department.
Conway Police Chief Dale Long

said Grischuk “is an extremely per-
sonable officer, a great communica-
tor, which you expect from

somebody that has the years of ex-
perience he does.”
His goal is for Grischuk and,

eventually a second officer, to build
relationships and be there when
Conway’s business folks need him.
Being assigned downtown full

time will also allow the officers to
get to know business people’s vehi-
cles, and when they walk through
alleys and byways, they will begin to
understand what’s normal and
what’s not, Long said.
He wants to see an officer there

always from Monday through Fri-
day, but right now the reality is
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County selects site for new government complex in Carolina Forest
Leaders negotiating with landowner to buy property for $21 million project
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County leaders on
Tuesday picked a Carolina
Forest site for a $21 million
central government com-
plex that’s expected to
house a new police
precinct, courtrooms and
other satellite offices.
After reviewing maps of

three tracts in the Carolina
Forest area, county coun-
cil’s administration com-
mittee authorized county
staff to begin negotiations
with one landowner for the
purchase of property, said
Horry County Councilman
Johnny Vaught, the com-
mittee’s chairman. He de-
clined to say which site the
county had chosen, citing
the ongoing negotiations.

However, he emphasized
that moving forward with
the project is key. 
“It’s something we’ve

needed to do for a long
time,” Vaught said, adding
that the center would be
built in a high-growth area
for convenience, but would
also relieve some of the
foot traffic at the county’s
other facilities. “Basically,
we’re just concentrating
things so that somebody
can go there instead of hav-
ing to come to Conway or
go anywhere else.”
The three sites the com-

mittee reviewed Tuesday all
met the same criteria: they
were in the S.C. 31 corridor
midway between the
county facilities in the
North and South Strand.
The center is expected to

hold satellite offices for the
auditor, treasurer, assessor
and clerk of court, as well
as provide space for pro-
bate court and a law en-
forcement station capable
of housing a new police
precinct.
“We tried to look for ones

that are in the central part
of all the development that
is occurring in the Myrtle
Beach and Carolina Forest
area to make it accessible
to those residents,” said
David Schwerd, the
county’s director of plan-
ning and zoning. “All of [the
sites] are perfectly capable
and suitable. … Some have
more room to grow than
others.”
The idea for the Carolina

Forest center emerged from
discussions several years

ago about renovating the
existing county facility on
21st Avenue North in Myr-
tle Beach. County officials
had discussed replacing
that aging building for
years, but their latest plans
call for moving some of the
services to the new com-
plex and keeping the EMS
station, S.C. Department of
Social Services offices and
health department in the
city.
The new Carolina Forest

complex is expected to be
about 40,000-square-feet
with 155 parking spaces.
The county’s building plan
includes the project in the
next fiscal year, which be-
gins July 1.
Here’s a snapshot of each

site that was considered:
n This property sits in

the Town Centre develop-
ment beside the StarTek
call center near the inter-
section of S.C. 31 and Inter-
national Drive. Owned by
International Land Holding
Co., the county could pur-
chase up to 8 acres of this
tract at a price of $250,000
per acre. Pros: No wetlands
on site, utilities are already
installed and there’s a mas-
ter stormwater plan for the
property. Cons: The price,
the nearly $9,000 annual
expense for maintaining
private roads in the area
and the fact that the site
may not be able to accom-
modate all of the public
works department’s needs.
n The second tract is lo-

cated at the corner of River
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