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Weather
High 48, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 29, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 52, sunny

FRIDAY

High 60, sunny

SATURDAY

High 66, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
This institution is an
equal opportunity
provider.

Loris First United
Methodist Church, 3507
Broad Street, Loris, has a
Blessing Box, located on
the Broad St. side, which
contains non-perishable

food items. Individuals in
need are encouraged to
come to the box; likewise,
individuals wishing to
donate items are encour-
aged to place them in the
box. There is no need to
contact the church office.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m.
until noon. Must present
proper ID and is an equal
opportunity provider.

Thanks to all who help
with our pass out. The
store is open Tuesday
through Saturday 9 a.m. –
4 p.m. Any group that
would like to help with
the pass out, call Barry
Long at 843-902-9078.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South
US Highway 701 Bypass,
Tabor City, N.C. For addi-

tional information on our
meetings and or the Lions
Club’s organization, call
Lion Jim Murph at 756-
7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an
all volunteer service
organization organized in
1938 where men and
women have an organized
way of approaching com-
munity problems through
service and fund raising
activities, meets at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth

Tuesday evenings of each
month (except December)
at Backyard BBQ, 5107
Main St., Loris. For addi-
tional information call
club president Charles
Webster at 756-4300.

Address Service Requested

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ETTIE.NEWLANDS@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The still-unfolding story of
sisters Brenda Tuel, Aileen
Pierson and Becky Selvek
began in 1957 around
Christmastime.
And in October 2018, the

sisters were together for the
first time ever. That first meet-
ing was at Selvek’s North
Carolina home, and they met
again a couple weeks later at
Tuel’s Berkshire Forest home. 
Their saga began some 60-

plus years ago. Their mother,
Mattie Lee Parrish, was sepa-
rated from her husband, and
had a 6-year-old child – that
was Brenda – who she’d had
to leave with a foster family
for a couple years.
“She couldn’t handle things

financially, but she visited me
all the time, and the foster
family was wonderful,” Tuel
remembers.
Back then Parrish was a

waitress in a Washington,
D.C., coffee shop. She was
pregnant, and was no longer
in a relationship with the
baby’s father. 
Parrish was 24-years-old.
Doris Pierson was “a regu-

lar” at the coffee shop, and
stopped in every morning
before going to her job as a

legal secretary.
When she heard Pierson’s

plight, she offered to help. 
Pierson and her husband

“Sarge,” childless at that
point, would take the baby.
And so, Aileen Pierson tells,

Mattie Parrish called Doris
Pierson from the hospital in
December 1957 and said,
“Come get your baby.”
Mattie Parrish went on to

have another daughter – that
was Becky – in 1965, with a

man Tuel always thought of
as her stepfather. 
She didn’t find out until

much later that her mother
and Selvek’s father had never
married. 
But, that wasn’t the biggest

secret Mattie Parrish kept
from her girls.
Although Tuel spent some

time living with an aunt, her
core family was her Mom, her
sister Becky, Becky’s father
who Tuel thought was her

stepfather, and herself.
In the meantime, Aileen

Pierson was growing up with
her adoptive parents, Doris
and Sarge, and had no idea
they were not her biological
parents.
She’d occasionally won-

dered why she didn’t physi-
cally resemble either of them,
but didn’t dwell on it.
It wasn’t until she was 30-

years-old and wanted to take
a trip to Mexico with friends
that she found out things
weren’t what they’d always
seemed.
To get a passport, she need-

ed her birth certificate, and
when she tried to use the one
Doris Pierson gave her, she
was told the birth certificate
didn’t have a raised seal. That
meant it wasn’t official. 
Pierson thought it would be

a simple matter to get one
that did have a raised seal, yet
it was anything but.
She was literally held at the

government office and threat-
ened with arrest, because she
had what turned out to be a
forged birth certificate.
When she looked closely at

the document, she realized it
said her last name was
Parrish, which made no sense
to her. 

Reunited sisters’ story began more than 60 years ago

Tuel, Pierson and Selvek wear matching T-shirts that say, “What happens with sisters stays with sisters.”

COURTESY

THREE SISTERS, A2

Public input sought for

701 North widening
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@ MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The community is invited to share written
comments on the possible widening of a
busy stretch of U.S. 701 North in Conway,
during a public information meeting on
Nov. 29 from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. at the Academy
of Technology and Academics at 5639 U.S.
701 North in Conway.
The approximately 4.5-mile stretch of

road between Highway 319 in the
Homewood community to the Poplar Forks
community area at S.C. 22 is slated to be
widened to five lanes, at a cost of $65.1 mil-
lion, according to the S.C. Department of
Transportation. 
The project will be paid for as part of

Horry County’s Ride III program, the one-
cent sales tax implemented in 2016.
That section of U.S. 701 includes a

branch of the S.C. Department of Motor
Vehicles, J. Reuben Long Detention Center
and Horry Telephone Cooperative’s main
office. 
The meeting will have a drop-in format

with displays for viewing, and citizens will
have the opportunity to provide written
comments. Formal, verbal comments will
not be taken during this meeting.  
The purpose of this meeting, according

to SCDOT, is to provide an opportunity to
review and discuss the proposed improve-
ments to U.S. 701 North with SCDOT repre-
sentatives. These improvements are intend-
ed to increase capacity and safety of the
corridor. Another purpose of the meeting is
to gather information from the public or
any interested organization on historic or
cultural resources in the area. Personnel
from SCDOT will be available to answer
questions and discuss the project with
interested citizens on an individual basis.
Project information, including meeting

materials and comment forms will also be
available on the project on the SCDOT web-
site at http://www.scdot.org (click on
Public Involvement Portal).

BY VIRAJ NAIK 
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Brady Houser saw the
plane while he was on the
beach recently, talking to his
brother on a cellphone. 
The plane seemed to be fly-

ing below the peak of the
Doubletree Resort near the
Springmaid Pier and
descending quickly. The 21-
year-old gave his brother the
location and hung up. 

Then he watched the plane
crash into the ocean. 
Houser screamed for help,

called 911 and ran into the
sea.
“I didn’t want to lose sight

of the airplane,” he said.
Cold waves slapped him.

He bounced on his toes, try-
ing to keep his head above
water and struggling against
the pull of the ocean. 
He heard a loud grunt

coming from the wrecked

plane. Houser reached the
broken cockpit and found the
pilot, an elderly man. He
pulled the pilot through a
hole in the aircraft.
Houser held onto the man’s

vest as he pulled him to
shore. When Houser got to
shallow water a resort
employee helped get the pilot
onto the beach. Both men
were exhausted.  
“He was saying, ‘Thank

you, thank you,’” Houser

recalled. “I was shot by the
end of it.” 
Minutes later, Houser’s

brother, whom he had spo-
ken with just moments
before, arrived on the beach
with the emergency crews.
Lt. Jonathan Evans with

Myrtle Beach Fire Rescue said
the pilot was transported to a
hospital after the Nov. 12
crash. Officials did not have

Carolina Forest veteran saved pilot from
plane that crashed off Myrtle Beach coast

A small plane crashed in the
ocean south of Springmaid

Beach Pier last week. Carolina
Forest resident Brady Houser,
left, a veteran and aspiring
pilot, happened to be at the

beach when the plane crashed.
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