
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The nominations have
been made and on Jan. 24
the winners will be
announced at the annual
Loris Chamber of
Commerce Awards
Banquet.
This year's banquet --

which has taken place
annually since 1970 -- will
be held Thursday, Jan. 24
at the Center for Health &
Fitness.  Social hour
begins at 6 p.m., dinner
will be served at 7 p.m.
and awards to follow
around 8 p.m. 
The host and speaker

for the event will be Jack
Murphy -- or Banana Jack,
as he is well known –
owner of WLSC radio.
“He will run the whole

show. He will be the
speaker and provide the
entertainment,” said
Samantha Norris, execu-
tive director of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce.
“He is really good at what
he does.”
Murphy has owned

WLSC since 2007 but has
been in radio for decades.
Before buying the Loris

station, Murphy was a sta-
ple on the Grand Strand
working at WKZQ and
WAVE 104.1 FM.
Norris said there will be

awards handed out in
numerous categories
including: Outstanding
Youth Award, Merchant of
the Year, Community
Service, Public Safety
Award, Robert Brooks
Entrepreneur Award,
Citizen of the Year Award,

and Lifetime Achievement
Award.  
Norris said the nomina-

tions are made by the
public then a banquet
committee goes through
the suggestions and
selects a winner in each
category.
She said the caterer for

this year’s banquet will be
Backstreet Café.
Sponsors for the ban-

quet, along with the
Chamber, are McLeod-
Loris Seacoast, HTC, Loris
Rehab and Nursing
Center, Carolina Food
Service, Tyler Financial
Services, Southeastern
Timberland, and Sen. Greg
Hembree.
Tickets for the banquet

are $25 per person which
includes social hour, din-
ner and awards. Tickets

are available at the Loris
Chamber of Commerce.
Or you can pay over the
phone -- 843-756-6030 --
and tickets will be at the
door. 

New chamber leaders
This will be the first

major event since the
Chamber elected a new
board president and vice
president.
In December, a meeting

was held and Jen Boyd
Causey was elected to the
position of president of
the Chamber Board of
Directors. She had been
serving as vice-president.
She replaces Jamison

Lewis who served in the
position for two years.
Taking over the vice-

president’s seat is
Stephanie Wilhelm. 
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Weather
High 56, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 37, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 58, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 62, partly sunny

SATURDAY

High 65, mostly cloudy

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Come join a group of friends
on a Holiday Trip to New York
City, ‘The Big Apple”.
Incredible price of $595 for
six days and five nights, Dec.
6-11. Contact Alvin Jackson to
make your reservations at
843-902-3366.

A five day, four night trip for
a Holy Land USA experience
to Orlando and Cocoa Beach,
Florida will be Feb. 18-22,
2019 at a cost of $475. Call
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366. Visit grouptrips.com

(password – CherryHill) for a
listing of trips.

The Cedar Branch Community
Center presents a trip to the
Ark Encounter located in
Kentucky (Noah’s Ark recon-
structed) May 13-18, 2019.
The trip is six days, five
nights and cost is $585. To
make arrangements call
Linda Hemingway at 843-455-
7242.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion

Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m. until
noon. Must present proper ID
and is an equal opportunity
provider. The store is open
Tuesday through Saturday 9
a.m. – 4 p.m. Any group that
would like to help with the

pass out, call Barry Long at
843-902-9078.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For more
information call club presi-
dent Charles Webster at 756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each

month from 7-8 p.m. at Dale’s
Seafood, 100 South US
Highway 701 Bypass, Tabor
City, N.C. For additional infor-
mation on our meetings and
or the Lions Club’s organiza-
tion, call Lion Jim Murph at
756-7900.
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Jacob Porter, left, received the Outstanding Youth Award at
last year’s annual banquet. The award was presented by
Louis Venable.

Loris Chamber Awards Banquet set for Jan. 24
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“I didn’t know. I just didn’t know,” Chris Matechen said. His live-in girlfriend Alyssa Anne Dayvault is charged with two
counts of homicide by child abuse and multiple charges of destruction, desecration or removal of human remains. 

‘IT’S JUST UNFATHOMABLE’

Ex-boyfriend of accused baby killer searches for answers
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Flowers wilt by a trash
container. The fading
blooms were left after a
dead infant was found in
the green, rollout bin.
“I didn’t know. I just

didn’t know,” Chris
Matechen said looking at
his fingernails gnawed to
the quick.
Matechen said he didn’t

know Alyssa Anne Dayvault
was pregnant this time and
he didn’t know she was
pregnant a year earlier.
Dayvault, 30, is charged

with two counts of homi-
cide by child abuse and
multiple charges of
destruction, desecration or
removal of human remains.
In early December, at her

South Oak Drive home in
North Myrtle Beach she
shared with Matechen,

Dayvault “knowingly
caused the death of a new-
born male child,” arrest
warrants said.
Matechen said the two

slept in separate rooms
because of his snoring so
he doesn’t know what hap-
pened overnight in early
December, but when he
woke he found a bathroom
that had recently been
cleaned. He didn’t know
until, he reenacted lifting

the toilet seat, he saw
blood.
“There was a lot of blood,

red brownish blood,” he
said.
Dayvault had been reluc-

tant to seek medical atten-
tion, but she let him take
her to the hospital. 
She was admitted to an

area hospital on Dec. 5 for
complaints of heavy bleed-

Councilman rebukes

chairman for reneging

on committee

leadership offer
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council
Chairman Johnny Gardner
reneged on a committee
leadership offer to council-
man Dennis DiSabato
Thursday night, prompting
a stern rebuke from the
Carolina Forest representa-
tive.
After council members

clashed over the job status
of administrator Chris
Eldridge last week and
argued over seating
arrangements via email this
week, Thursday’s meeting
was mostly free of the
recent bickering.
But when Gardner

announced his choices for
committee leaders,
DiSabato voiced his frustra-
tion with the chairman,
who DiSabato said asked
him to manage the coun-
cil’s public safety commit-
tee before telling him he’d
changed his mind 10 min-
utes before Thursday
night’s meeting began.
Councilman Danny Hardee
was named that commit-
tee's chairman.
“No one on this dais has

been more vocal about
improving public safety
than I have,” DiSabato said.
“I was excited about trying
to fix the problems that we
have in public safety. Not
only did you offer the posi-
tion to me, but you reiterat-
ed that offer on multiple
occasions. However, to rea-
sons unbeknownst to me,
you have changed your
mind at the last moment.
Sir, it appears that this is
precisely the type of go-
along to get-along politics
that you and your support-

ers campaigned against. I
am concerned that this is a
sign of things to come and
is an alarming indictment
on how you plan to lead.”
Gardner didn’t respond

to DiSabato on the dais,
but he did acknowledge
there would be some dis-
agreement over his choices
before he announced
them.
“I did what I thought was

best for the county,” he
said. “I’m sure it’s going to
maybe not keep everybody
happy and I’m sorry about
that, but it’s my prerogative
and I did the best that I
could. If I made a mistake,
time will tell.”
After the meeting,

Gardner admitted that
DiSabato’s description of
their discussions was accu-
rate. He declined to say
why he changed his mind
about putting DiSabato in
that position.
“I don’t want to com-

ment about any particular
council members,” Gardner
said. “He said what he said.
I went back and forth on
this. The rules are very
clear. It’s the chairman’s
sole responsibility.”
The council has four

standing committees:
administration, infrastruc-
ture and regulation, public
safety and transportation.
Each committee reviews
ordinances and resolutions,
often tweaking or amend-
ing policies before they go
to the full council for final
approval. 
DiSabato said after the

meeting that he had
approached Gardner about
chairing the infrastructure
and regulation committee
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