
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Drivers on Main Street in Loris
are now greeted by a new
American flag on a new flagpole
that is dedicated to the memory
of Clyde Richardson Jr.
The dedication was organized

by the Loris Garden Club. Mr.
Richardson and his wife Dorothy
were longtime members of that
organization.
Richardson passed away in

November 2018 at the age of 93.
He was a Navy veteran who

served in both World War II and
the Korean War.
He was an active member of

Loris First Baptist Church, Loris
American Legion, Loris Civitan
Club and Woodman Life.
He was co-owner of the former

Grady’s Jewelers and also worked
as a printer at the State Printing
Company.
The flag is located in an area

decorated by the Garden Club in
front of Backyard Barbecue at
5107 Main Street.
David Stoudenmire, the coastal

director of the Garden Club, said
Richardson became part of the
organization in 1994 when the
rules were changed to allow men
to join.
Mayor Todd Harrelson, who

knew Richardson for decades,
said the new flag “is a fitting” trib-
ute.
“Mr. Clyde and Mrs. Dorothy

loved each other, and we love
them,” he said.
Martha Dorman, chairwoman

of the Garden Club, said the dedi-
cation was part of National
Garden Week, held the first week
of June each year.
Mrs. Richardson also spoke

during the dedication, telling
those in attendance she was mar-
ried to Mr. Richardson for 70
years.
She said they eloped to

Columbia shortly after graduating
college.

She said her father lived in
Orangeburg and anytime he
needed anything, she and Mr.
Richardson would get in the car
and would make the trip to help

him with that need.
Stoudenmire and he arrived in

Loris in 1981, which is when he
met Mr. Richardson.
“He was truly part of the great-

est generation,” Stoudenmire said.
The flag was presented by

Cheryl Taylor, vice president of
Woodman Life Loris Chapter
1075.
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Weather
High 77, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 65, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 81, partly sunny

FRIDAY

High 84, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 87, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Cherry Hill traveler group
presents Lancaster Show
Trip and the Dutch Country
for six days, five nights
(Monday - Saturday) Aug.
24-29. Includes motorcoach
transportation, five nights
lodging including three
consecutive nights in the
Lancaster area; eight
meals: five breakfasts and
three dinners; admission to
the Queen Esther Show at
the Sight & Sound
Millennium Theatre;
Gettysburg National Park;
admission to the Amish

Experience and Jacob’s
Choice at the F/X Theatre;
guided tour of
Philadelphia; visit to
charming Kitchen Kettle
Village; and guided tour of
Lancaster. Departure:
Cherry Hill Baptist Church,
2020 Daisy Road, Loris at 8
a.m. and then City of
Dillon Wellness Center,
1647 Commerce Drive,
Dillon at 9:30 a.m. Cost is
$635.* $75 due upon sign-
ing. *Price per person,
based on double occupan-
cy. Add $189 for single

occupancy. Final payment
due June 17. For more
information and reserva-
tions contact Alvin Jackson
at 843-902-3366.

Loris First United
Methodist Church, 3507
Broad St., has a Blessing
Box available each Friday,
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals
in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is
located inside the church.
Dogwood Hill Baptist

Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club
meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For more informa-
tion call Charles Webster at
843-756-4300. 

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

State task force discusses possible fall school reopening guidelines
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Carrying fewer students
on school buses, extending
school days and juggling
distance learning with in-
class learning were just a
few ideas the state's
AccelerateED Task Force
discussed Thursday as they
debated what classrooms
should look like in the fall.
“This is all about our stu-

dents and being able to give
them the opportunities in
school and extracurricular
activities in a safe way,”
state Superintendent Molly
Spearman said.
Schools closed March 16

over concerns about the
coronavirus pandemic, and
they stayed that way
through the end of the
school year. The task force
was formed to come up
with best practices for the
state's school districts.
The suggestions dis-

cussed Thursday will be
available to the public and
stakeholders for input from

Monday until next
Thursday so that the com-
mittee can have one last
review before sending them
to school districts across
the state. A recording of the
meeting and any docu-
ments can be viewed at
https://ed.sc.gov/news-
room/covid-19-coron-
avirus-and-south-carolina-
schools/accelerateed-task-
force/
Task Force member Alan

Walters, the executive
director for Safety and Risk
Management for
Georgetown County
Schools, said that what is
suggested now might
change in the future.
The Task Force acknowl-

edged that depending on
the spread of COVID-19,
some school districts will
be able to open more freely
than others, and there are a
lot of unknowns.
“These are a snapshot in

time – the conditions as of
today. Certainly, that’s sub-
ject to change going for-
ward,” Walters said.

Dr. Harrison Goodwin,
Task Force member and
Chesterfield County School
District Superintendent,
commented that everyone
needs to understand that
this Fall is going to look dif-
ferent.
“It’s not going to be feasi-

ble to leave school sched-
ules the way they currently
are,” Dr. Harrison said.
“Things are going to take
longer, they are going to be
more complicated, and we
need to hammer home that
it’s going to cost more …
things are not going to look
the same.”
Walters and his Building

and Student Services sub-
committee said that each
district should form a Re-
Opening Team made up of
administration, staff, par-
ents, school improvement
council and PTO members,
and students, where that is
age-appropriate.
The subcommittee sug-

gested making sure each
school has a school nurse
available, saying there are

166 schools and programs
in the state that do not have
a full-time equivalent
nurse.
“I’m not advocating for

permanent hiring, I’m just
looking at CARES funding.
That’s going to be some-
thing that’s going to have to
be considered. This is a sit-
uation that is not going to
go away,” Walters said.
Spearman said that the

state is receiving $1.9 bil-
lion in federal CARES fund-
ing.
“All of this should be set-

tled in two weeks on how
this [Fall school proce-
dures] will be funded,”
Spearman said.
Walters said they also

want the General Assembly
to remove the cap on earn-
ings for retired education
staff, in the event that
vacancies may be hard to
fill, and long-term substi-
tutes might be hard to find.
Consideration also needs

to be given to school visitor
policies, and a communica-
tion plan must be in place

to inform stakeholders of
issues and allows feedback
from them, Walters said.
The group also plans to

address the shortage of stu-
dent service providers by
hopefully offering alternate
pathways to certification, a
short-term salary incentive
program, setting a caseload
standard for school psy-
chologists, and making sure
Social-Emotional Learning
is embedded into any plan.
Walters said they hope to

have information regarding
health safety infrastructure
grants to install plexiglass
at front desk areas, and
update HVAC filtering sys-
tems to lessen the chance
of spreading COVID-19,
and developing more clean-
ing protocols.
Major considerations for

safety in the school build-
ings also extend into con-
trolling student traffic flow,
possibly staggering entry
and release times, and fig-
uring out a way to conduct
emergency drills with social
distancing protocols in

place.
“It may mean extending

the length of a school day,”
Walters said.
It may also mean closing

water fountains and giving
out water bottles or allow-
ing them to be brought
from home.
Walters acknowledged

that classrooms will be
problematic as it is difficult
to distance six feet, and that
waiting areas outside rest-
rooms and cafeterias will
need to be marked on the
floor with notations about
social distancing.
As for masks, he said

some teachers may need to
wear face shields instead of
masks to keep the vital
face-to-face connection.
The subcommittees also

mentioned that guidelines
would need to be set on
behavior expectations of
students, with the possibili-
ty of new bullying situa-
tions. These situations
could range from students
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The new flagpole at the Althea Heniford Memorial Garden at The Point in Loris was dedicated to the
memory of Clyde Richardson Jr.

New flagpole dedicated to the
memory of Clyde Richardson Jr. 

Streetscape, possible
community center
discussed by
Community
Programs Committee
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Loris Community Programs
Committee met this past week to discuss
upcoming projects planned for the city.
Among the things they plan to tackle in

upcoming months is a streetscape beautifica-
tion project, according to Brandon Harrelson,
head of code enforcement.
Harrelson told the committee he has some-

one who “is well known and very familiar
with streetscape projects” he wants to bring
on board. He did not identify the person.
Committee member Jan Vescovi said she

agrees with the hiring of the consultant and
she said she will present the issue to Loris
City Council.
Harrelson said the work will begin on Main

Street and then branch out to other areas of
the city.
He said the work will include the creation

of a sitting park at Watson Park which he
described as being a “peaceful” place with a
“nice breeze” people can enjoy.
He said the work will also include the

planting of flowers around the city with the
help of the Loris Garden Club.
No time was given for the project to begin.

Community Center
There was also more discussion about a

possible community center being built in
Loris.
Harrelson said he feels such a facility is very

important to Loris as the area is seeing an
increase in sports tourism -- mainly with
baseball and softball tournaments. A commu-
nity center would help attract other sports,
such as basketball.
Harrelson said he plans to present city

council with possible locations for the center
during an upcoming meeting.
“We need a place for kids to utilize. A place

to ride bikes, skateboard, for after school pro-
grams,” Harrelson said. “And we need a place
for basketball year-round.”
He said there will be a new basketball court

created at Watson Park but an indoor facility
is also needed.
If council eventually decides on a location,

an impact study will have to take place.
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