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Weather
High 89, partly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 72, partly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 88, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 89, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 87, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Johnson Edition will be at
Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, Sunday, Sept. 8, at 6
p.m.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South US
Highway 701 Bypass, Tabor
City, N.C. For additional infor-
mation on our meetings and
or the Lions Club’s organiza-
tion, call Lion Jim Murph at
756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organization
organized in 1938 where men
and women have an organ-
ized way of approaching com-
munity problems through
service and fund raising activi-
ties, meets at 7 p.m. on the
second and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main St.,
Loris. For additional informa-
tion call Charles Webster at
756-4300.

The Master's Table has its

monthly food giveaway every
fourth Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until noon.
Must present proper ID and is
an equal opportunity
provider. Thanks to all who
help with our pass out. The
store is open Tuesday through
Saturday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to

come to the box. It will locat-
ed inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.This
institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ

when we serve people.”

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

On Aug. 11, 2016, four
men broke into a home in
Longs occupied by two
boys and a teenage girl.
During the burglary, the girl
was sexually assaulted by
two of the men.
Last week, one of those

men -- who has a prior vio-
lent criminal record -- will
now spend the rest of his
life in prison.
On Aug. 21, Jeremy

Williams, 37, of Longs, was
convicted by a jury of first-
degree criminal sexual con-
duct; first-degree burglary;
first-degree assault and bat-
tery; armed robbery; kid-
napping; and possession of
a weapon during the com-
mission of a violent crime,
according to Mary-Ellen

Walter, the senior assistant
solicitor who along with
Leigh Andrew, an assistant
solicitor,
prosecuted
the case.
After the

jury
announced
the verdict,
Circuit
Court Judge
Michael G.
Nettles sen-
tenced
Williams to life in prison
without the possibility of
parole for the burglary
charge and the kidnapping
charge. He also sentenced
him to 30 years in prison
each for the sexual assault
and armed robbery; 10
years in prison for the
assault charge and five
years for the weapons

charge.  The sentences will
run concurrently.
The two male children

were ages 8 and 12 when
the home invasion took
place.
Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor

Jimmy Richardson said the
four men held the three vic-
tims at gunpoint.
“Two of the men, includ-

ing Williams, sexually
assaulted the teen girl.
DNA evidence identified

Williams in the incident in
addition to the children
and teen identifying
Williams,” Richardson stat-
ed.
He said his office asked

for Williams to receive life
without parole because he
was convicted of voluntary
manslaughter in 2006.
Williams was sentenced to
13 years for that charge and

was released from prison in
December 2015.
In that case, Williams was

originally charged with
murder for the shooting
death of Paul Downer dur-
ing what is believed was an
armed robbery.  
Because of problems dur-

ing his interrogation by
police, Williams pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge of
voluntary manslaughter.
“He committed this

crime and changed the lives
of these victims forever,”
Walter said of the 2016
crimes. “Life without parole
is the only just sentence. . . .
I’m thankful to the victims
for having the courage to
testify and to Horry County
Police Department, espe-
cially Detective Brian
Wilson, and the State Law
Enforcement Division for

their investigations.”
Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor

Jimmy Richardson
announces that on Monday,
Aug. 19, 2019, a Myrtle
Beach man pleaded guilty
to murder in the death of
his girlfriend.

Murder plea
In a separate case, a man

was sentenced to prison
after pleading guilty last
week to murder because of
the death of a Nichols
woman.
Harley Dakota Gray, 26,

of Myrtle Beach admitted
to the 2018, stabbing death
of his 28-year-old girlfriend
Lindsey Stegner, said
Thomas G. Terrell, the
assistant solicitor who
prosecuted the case with
Senior Assistant Solicitor
Lauree Richardson.

Circuit Court Judge Paul
Burch presided over the
hearing and sentenced
Gray to 30 years in prison
for the
murder.
Horry

County
police were
called to a
home in
the Nichols
community
on June 28,
2018, by
Gray who
told a 911 dispatcher that
he needed to surrender to
police because he woke up
and his girlfriend was
dead, according to an inci-
dent report. Authorities
found Stegner, who had
been stabbed 24 times,
dead in a bed inside the
home.

Two sentenced to prison for separate violent crimes 

Williams
Gray

The Loris Chamber of
Commerce received a
$10,000 check Aug. 22
from the Horry County
Hospitality Tax revenues
to help offset expenses
of the 2019 Loris Bog-Off
Festival. On hand were,
left to right, Horry
County Councilman
Danny Hardee, Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Samantha
Norris, Horry County
Councilman Paul Prince,
and Jennifer Causey,
president of the Loris
Chamber board of direc-
tors. Prince said the
money can be used to
advertise the festival or
for other festival-related
uses.
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Three have filed for Loris council, mayor so far
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There will be four Loris
City Council seats, as well
as the mayor’s position, on
the ballot in November
and filing for anyone
wanting to run is under-
way.
The filing period began

at noon Friday and contin-
ues until noon Sept. 6.
At the deadline for this

week’s Loris Scene, the
only person who had filed
for the mayor’s race was
incumbent Todd

Harrelson.
Harrelson was elected to

the position of mayor in
June to fill the unexpired
term of Henry Nichols who
passed away in February.
Harrelson was elected as

a city council member in
2017 and served as mayor
pro tem until being elected
mayor.
No one has filed to run

against Harrelson but City
Councilman Michael
Suggs said he plans to run
for that seat again.
He opposed Harrelson

in June and forced the

race to a runoff where he
lost 270-237. The runoff
was needed after
Harrelson won the May 28
election by one single vote
– 182 to 181.

Ironically, when Suggs
ran against Nichols for the
mayor’s seat in 2015,
Nichols won 247-246.
Former Mayor David

Stoudenmire says he is

contemplating a run to try
to get his seat back.
Stoudenmire was mayor

from 1992 until he decided
to not seek reelection in
2015.
The three expiring coun-

cil seats currently belong
to Joan Gause, Lewis
Hardee and Jan Vescovi.
At deadline, the only

incumbent who had filed
is Hardee.
The only newcomer who

has filed for a seat on
council is Veda Nichols,
the widow of Henry
Nichols.  She is the organ-

izer of the Loris Women’s
Coalition.
Because Harrelson is

now mayor, his unexpired
council seat is also up-for-
grabs. The special election
to fill that seat – that
expires in 2021 – will take
place the same day as the
elections for mayor and
the other three council
seats.
So far, no one has filed

for that seat on council.
The filing fee for the

office of mayor is $75 and
the filing fee for the office
of city council is $50.  

Lewis Hardee Veda Nichols Todd Harrelson


