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Horry County Board of
Education Chairman Ken
Richardson took to social
media Thursday night via a
Facebook Live video from
Lucky Dog Productions to
answer some urgent ques-
tions from families about
reopening school. 
"My goal is to make this

a successful school year. I
can't tell you the keys to
success, but I can tell you
the keys to failure. That's to
try and make everybody
happy. We're not going to
make everybody happy,"
Richardson told Lucky Dog
Productions host Jack
Murphy. 
Richardson said the

board has to notify parents
20 days in advance of when
school will start, and he
said that in order for the
board to make the best
decision, they need more
time. 
"I'm going to ask the

board to change the school
start date to the Tuesday
after Labor Day [Sept. 8]. I
know this is not going to be
a popular decision with
some people," he said.
"The staff can make the
days work out. In the last
three years, we haven't had
a normal year, every year is
something."
A special called meeting

of the Board of Education
took place Monday evening
to go over the results of the
recent parent surveys
regarding school opening
options. Over 22,000
responses were catalogued. 
"That's a great return.

That goes to show you right
there how important this is
to people. There's nothing
more precious to anybody
than their child,"

Richardson said. 
He said he decided to go

through Facebook Live to
give an update because
there is a lot of fear out
there, and a lot of
unknowns. 
"None of us have ever

dealt with this before. You
can't prepare for this,"
Richardson said. 
He said he wants to see

Horry County school chil-
dren back in the classroom
five days a week with a
teacher in front of them,
but that safety is the num-
ber one issue. 
He plans to spend the

first month back visiting a
school each day "from bell
to bell".
"I'm going to put my

money where my mouth is.
When I send the kids back
to school, I'm going to be
there with them. I can't ask
people to do that if I'm not
willing to do it myself,"
Richardson said. 
Host Jack Murphy asked

Richardson if he felt pres-
sure from President Donald
Trump and his recent state-
ments regarding how chil-
dren should be back in
school as usual. 
"It's not as much pres-

sure on me as it is putting
on the Governor," he said.
"The problem right now is
this thing has become
political. The children are
stuck in the middle. He and
I want the same thing. I
want school to start back,
but I want it to be done
safely."
He realizes that he will

not be able to make every-
one happy, saying that out
of 300 emails, he might
have 164 in favor of going
back to school, and 150
against it. 
"There's never been any-

thing more split than the
middle than this,"

Richardson said. "We don't
have any back room meet-
ings. We're going to talk in
public, and I want every-
body to hear what's going
on. That's what I was elect-
ed for."
Murphy asked if any

Horry County students or
teachers had died, and
Richardson said the county
had zero teacher and stu-
dent deaths due to COVID-
19.
Richardson said that

while teachers and stu-
dents had to make a switch
in a matter of 3.5 days to
move to virtual learning
this past spring, another
group should also get
thanks. 
"If anyone deserves any

awards, it's the parents ...
what about the parents
that had to get in here and
teach these children,"
Richardson said. 
A big question he

received over and over, was
about why wasn't there an
option on current survey to
have "back to normal, in-
person school". 
"Because that's utopia.

That's where we want to
be. The survey was to get
options," Richardson said. 
He said that teachers

have been going through
professional development
during the summer months

in regards to distance
learning, saying that the
district would also be able
to use distance learning
should the area experience
a hurricane or other
inclement weather. 
Richardson also said that

attendance will not be
counted this year, saying
that while he is impressed
by the dedication of those
children who never miss a
day between kindergarten
and senior year, the state
would likely not let those
awards happen this time
around. 
"We're waiting on them

to send some information
back down to us," he said. 
He said school nurses

will be more important
than ever, and that parents
will need to be team play-
ers, taking their child's
temperature before putting
them on buses. 
"Help us recognize that

safety is going to be key,"
Richardson said. "I think
we will have a successful
year, even if we have to
start it one way and end it
another. You might not like
what I've said tonight, but
I've shot straight with you.
I'm not going to ask you to
do something I wouldn't
do."

Check myhorrynews.com
for updates.
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| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris First United
Methodist Church, 3507
Broad St., has a Blessing
Box available each Friday,
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals
in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club
meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For more informa-
tion call Charles Webster at
843-756-4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at

Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church, 3449 S.C. 65, will
distribute food on the sec-
ond and fourth Fridays of
each month from 11 a.m.
until all food has been dis-
tributed. 

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second
and fourth Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.-

noon. The mission: “We
serve Christ when we
serve people.”

Each Friday night,
Thompson Farm at
Brickyard Plantation will
have a Drive-In movie,
beginning at dusk at
approximately 8:45 p.m.
Tickets are $9/adults,
$5/children ages 3-11, and
children 2 and under are
free. Get tickets online at
www.thompsonfarmand-
nursery.com or get a ticket
at the gate while space is

available. Movie showings
are as follows: June 26-
Frozen; July 3 – Top Gun;
July 17 – Dirty Dancing;
July 24 - Cars; July 31 – The
Notebook. Concessions will
be available. 

Computers, clothes and
school supplies are among
a variety of items cus-
tomers can purchase free
of sales tax during South
Carolina's annual 72-hour
Sales Tax Holiday from
Aug. 7-9.
The S.C. Department of

Revenue (SCDOR)
reminds shoppers that eli-
gible items can be pur-
chased online and in-store
without paying the state's
6 percent sales tax and any
applicable local taxes dur-
ing South Carolina's Sales
Tax Holiday.
"In these difficult times,

Tax Free Weekend is a
great way for South
Carolina shoppers to save
money, and even more, it's
a time to support our
South Carolina business-
es," said SCDOR Director
Hartley Powell. "Don't for-
get, online purchases of
eligible items are tax-free
too, so check out your
favorite local retailer's
website."
Tax-free items include

computers, printers,
school supplies, clothing
and accessories, footwear
and certain bed and bath
items. These tax-free items
can be new or used and are
eligible regardless of price.
Items that are not tax-

free during the Sales Tax
Holiday include digital
cameras, smartphones,
jewelry, cosmetics, eye-
wear, wallets, watches, fur-
niture, rental clothing or
footwear and items for use
in a trade or business.
Last year, South

Carolina shoppers bought
more than $21.7 million in
tax-free items during the
Sales Tax Holiday.
Tips for safe Sales Tax

Holiday shopping:
nOnline purchases of

eligible items are tax-free
too. Find cybersecurity tips
at dor.sc.gov/securitycen-
ter.
nCheck with local

retailers for online shop-
ping, delivery or curbside
pickup options.
n In-store shoppers are

asked to practice social
distancing and other
guidelines recommended
by the CDC and SCDHEC
to help protect themselves
and others from COVID-
19.
Get the details and start

planning for the Tax Free
Weekend by visiting
dor.sc.gov/taxfreeweekend
for shopping lists and
Frequently Asked
Questions.
Information for

Retailers
nAll retailers who sell

eligible items participate
in the Sales Tax Holiday
and may not collect sales
tax from their customers
on eligible purchases.
nSales of eligible tax-

free items during the Sales
Tax Holiday should be
reported and taken as a
deduction on a retailer's
August Sales Tax return.
Retailers can file and pay
sales tax and manage all of
their South Carolina tax
accounts online using the
free tax portal,
MyDORWAY.
nReview Revenue

Ruling #19-4 and
Information Letter #20-17
for additional information.
Share the savings! Post

Sales Tax Holiday deals,
savings and photos using
#SCtaxfree. RSVP to the
event on Facebook and fol-
low the SCDOR on
Facebook and Twitter for
Tax Free Weekend
updates, resources and
reminders.

South Carolina’s
2020 Sales Tax
Holiday kicks off
Friday, Aug. 7 

Metal powder producer announces
$1.5 million investment in Cool Springs
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A producer of metal pow-
ders announced plans
Wednesday to establish
operations outside of Aynor.
Global Metal Powders will

make a capital investment of
$1.5 million and hire approx-
imately 15 employees over
the next five years, according
to a news release from the
Myrtle Beach Regional
Economic Development
Corporation (MBREDC).
“All of us at GMP are excit-

ed to call Horry County,

South Carolina our new
home,” Global Metal
Powders President Doug
Mailander said. “We look for-
ward to bringing new manu-
facturing technologies to the
area and we look forward to
adding local talent to our
powder metallurgy team as
we continue to grow.”
Founded in 2010, the

company produces metal
powders using proprietary
technologies including vacu-
um hydrogen reduction,
crushing, powder processing
and sizing, the release said,
supplying to a customer

base spanning North
America, Europe and Asia.
The metal powders are

used in automotive, elec-
tronics, glass, medical equip-
ment, photovoltaics, semi-
conductor and sputtering
targets applications.
Global Metal Powders can

provide refining, toll pro-
cessing, target recycling and
material sourcing as well.
The company plans to

construct a 16,000-square-
foot facility in the Cool
Springs Park to be used as
its headquarters and hire
manufacturing, metal pow-

der technicians, lab techni-
cians, engineering and sup-
porting services personnel.
Anyone interested in a

position will be able apply
on scworks.org.
EDC Chairman Fred

Richardson said Global
Metal Powders will find
employees trained for the
skills it requires right here in
the area.
"The MBREDC began

working with the company
in 2018 and it is a win/win
for Global Metal Powders
and Horry County," he
said.

Chairman to ask

school board to delay

first day of school

until September 8

The Horry County Board of Education is in the process of making a decision on a safe way to begin school.
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