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Myrtle Beach leaders cannot 

legally divert tourism advertising 
dollars to a city beautification 
project, according to an opinion 
released this month by the state 
Attorney General’s Office. 

State Sen. Luke Rankin, R-Myrtle 
Beach, asked the attorney gener-
al's office to weigh in after the city 
contacted the Myrtle Beach Area 

Chamber of Com-
merce about ac-
cessing tourism 
development fee 
(TDF) money on 
an annual basis, 
according to an 
AG opinion writ-
ten by assistant 
attorney general 
Cydney Milling. 

Specifically, the city was seeking 
funding for a beautification proj-

ect.  
“We are not clear as to what 

‘beautification’ may entail,” 
Milling wrote. “This Office may 
only render opinions on issues of 
law and, unlike a court, cannot in-
vestigate and determine factual 
questions. … However, we believe 
beautification generally would not 
be considered tourism advertise-
ment or promotion. Furthermore, 
we do not believe a beautification 
project generally would fall under 

the exceptions allowed.” 
Created in 2009, the 1% tourism 

development fee is collected on 
goods purchased inside the city 
limits. Most of the money goes to-
ward marketing Myrtle Beach, 
though 20% is set aside for proper-
ty tax credits for city residents and 
tourism-related building projects. 
Throughout the fee’s history, the 
Myrtle Beach chamber has been 
tasked with managing the city’s 
out-of-state advertising. It receives 

tens of millions of public dollars 
for that type of promotion.  

Rankin said he wanted clarifica-
tion from the attorney general’s of-
fice because he didn’t see a legal 
way for the chamber to provide 
ongoing TDF funding to the city or 
renew it on an annual basis. Under 
state law, the fee comes up for re-
newal every 10 years. 

"I was here when we passed it," 
 

AD MONEY, A2 

AG: Myrtle Beach tourism ad money can’t be used for beautification

Rankin

A FALL RALLY REVIVAL?

BY VIRAJ NAIK 
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Once again, bikers will rev up to 

hit the Grand Strand for a motor-
cycle rally. 

Just months after the area’s 
spring Harley rally was pushed 
from May to July because of the 
coronavirus, local businesses and 

organizers are preparing for an-
other event that begins next week. 

“The fall rally’s going to do 
good,” organizer Sonny Copeland 

said. “It’s going to be a good 
crowd.” 

During the spring and fall of 
each year, bikers roll into the Myr-

tle Beach area for burnouts, cruis-
es, live music and socializing. 

The fall rally is typically a smaller 
affair, though this year has even 

more question marks because of 
the COVID-19 crisis and accompa-
nying local and state rules. 

Crowds are limited. Masks are 
required. Bars and restaurants 
can’t sell alcohol after 11 p.m. 

Touchless payment options are 
being rolled out, along with traffic 
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Despite COVID-19 rules, business owners optimistic about this year’s event

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
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Patti and Nick Brush started the 
Every Life Matters support group 
to help other folks through the 
kind of trauma their family’s lived 
with for three years. 

As survivors of their son’s sui-
cide, they know all too well the 
emotional, spiritual and even 
physical toll such an event can 
take on a family. 

But the twice-monthly support 
group meetings quickly became a 
safe place for anyone struggling 
with other issues as well. 

“Some people have a hard time 
reaching out to family members or 
friends and we want to be there for 
those people too,” Patti Brush says.  

Whether it’s depression, divorce, 
COVID-related issues such as fi-
nancial problems or separation 
anxiety, the Brushes are providing 
an environment where folks can 

comfortably not just talk about 
these things, but get some help 
too.  The couple’s son, Matthew 
Galatilis, died as a result of suicide 
three days before his 26th birthday 
three years ago. 

Their faith in God and the sup-
port of their church family contin-
ues to help the couple through the 
tragedy that Matthew’s mother 
says “never ends, never goes 
away.” 

Guest speakers including coun-

selors and health professionals 
will be available at specific meet-
ings to provide resources and 
practical help for people dealing 
with the issues plaguing them. 

Meetings are the first and third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
Myrtle Beach Christian Church. It’s 
fine to just show up, but if possible, 
an email to mspatti1964@gmail-
.com will give the Brushes a heads 
up so they can look for newcom-
ers. 

“This is a group for anyone who 
has contemplated suicide, has sur-
vived the loss of someone who 
died that way…it’s for people who 
are depressed, stressed out spiritu-
ally…it’s for anyone and everyone 
who needs to talk,” Brush said. 

Guests are invited to ask ques-
tions, share their stories and voice 
their concerns about whatever dif-
ficulty they’re experiencing. 

 
SUPPORT GROUP, A2 

Horry County support group helps families deal with suicide loss and more

The fall bike rally returns to the Grand Strand next week. Despite the state’s COVID-19 regulations, business owners remain optimistic about this year’s event. Some festivities are in Carolina Forest this fall.

“We definitely feel that the timing is right and it will be a worthwhile event.” 

Sheri Gibson 

Myrtle Beach Harley-Davidson marketing manager

mailto:charles.perry@myhorrynews.com
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=ea3ecc51-ba57-5f99-8cf7-e175ec52ecae

