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Search narrows for Horry County’s next administrator
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Nearly 50 people applied to be-
come Horry County’s next admin-
istrator.
The county’s human resources

department received 45 applica-
tions before the June 5 deadline,
according to records obtained by
the Carolina Forest Chronicle, sis-
ter paper of The Horry Independ-
net. However, 20 of those

individuals lacked the minimum
qualifications for the job. That
means county officials are whit-
tling down a list of 25 qualified
professionals to determine which
ones the council should bring in
for interviews. 
“We should be able to get it

down to five,” said Horry County
Council Chairman Johnny Gard-
ner, who reviewed the list of can-
didates on Friday. He asked
council members to submit a list

of their top five candidates by
Wednesday and the finalists will
be determined from those picks. 
The next administrator will re-

place Chris Eldridge, who stepped
down in April. Hired in 2012, El-
dridge departed after Gardner said
he could not work with him. The
chairman’s frustration stemmed
from Eldridge’s Dec. 20 request for
a state investigation of extortion
allegations involving Gardner,
who was sworn in on the day El-

dridge contacted the state police.
Gardner was cleared of any crimi-
nal wrongdoing in February.
Since Eldridge’s resignation,

council members have quietly dis-
cussed potential candidates to re-
place him. Some even spoke with
state Rep. Alan Clemmons, R-Myr-
tle Beach, about the job. Clem-
mons was recently a finalist for
the Myrtle Beach city attorney’s
post, but he did not get that posi-
tion. Former Myrtle Beach City

Councilman Wayne Gray was also
considered as a potential adminis-
trator.
Interim administrator Steve

Gosnell has been mentioned as a
strong candidate for the job. Be-
fore he was named interim ad-
ministrator, Gosnell was serving
as the assistant administrator over
infrastructure and regulation. He
has worked with the county for 26
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Q. Can you give me an
update on the bridge on
Jordanville Road near
Aynor?
A. Ray George, SCDOT’s

district maintenance engi-
neer, says crews are work-
ing on the bridge’s
foundations now, one on
each end, with an antici-
pated opening sometime
around the middle of Au-
gust.
Q. I’ve seen a lot lately

about annexation and de-
velopment of the former
Conway Golf Club prop-
erty, but nothing about
distribution of the pro-
ceeds to stockholders.
What’s going on with that
now?
A. Because Myrtle Beach

attorney Doug Zayicek,
with the Bellamy Lawn
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Each morning Carolyn Prince-Holt recited the pledge of alle-
giance with the children and sang “Jesus Loves Me” before

coloring. She read the story of Noah from the children’s
Bible and the fairy tales of Snow White and Sleeping Beauty.   

‘HER HEART WAS IN IT EVERY DAY’ 

After 46 years, Mrs. Carolyn closes
Jack and Jill Nursery School
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Tonya Blanton steeled her-
self as she pulled into the
driveway of Jack and Jill
Nursery School.
She swore she’d stay com-

posed. No crying. Just act the

way she always did when
picking up her 3-year-old
daughter Briar. Her son
Patrick, now 14, had gone to
Jack and Jill too, and Blanton
herself first went to the brick
house on Red Bluff Road
when she was 6-weeks-old. 
But when the door swung

open and she stepped inside
the room of Curious George
books and Snow White fig-
urines for the last time, Blan-
ton couldn’t help herself. The
37-year-old squalled like the
nursery’s infants.  
“You feel like you’re losing

part of your family,” she said.

“She’s just been an awesome
lady. … Her heart was in it
every day.”
That lady is Carolyn

Prince-Holt, or Mrs. Carolyn
to the generations of boys
and girls she’s raised in her
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Riverfront Park
stage could be
modified for
amphitheater 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The company studying the
feasibility of an amphitheater
somewhere along the Wacca-
maw River has preliminarily
suggested that the stage at the
Riverfront Park be modified to
accommodate a production
about the river and its impor-
tance to the area.
City Administrator Adam

Emrick gave the report Mon-
day afternoon to a subcom-
mittee of the Conway City
Council that included his vi-
sion for the park, its play-
ground and the riverwalk.
City council contracted

with Hunden Strategic Part-
ners on April 3 for $29,500 to
provide a study for an am-
phitheater.
Emrick said the stage is very

close to being the right size
and shape, but will need to be
wired for lights and sound.
City Councilman Shane

Hubbard reportedly suggested
removing the sidewalk that
leads from the center of the
stage toward the edge of the
park so there will be green
space in front of the stage for
seating.
The stage will also need a

cover to protect performers
from heat or rain. Emrick also
foresees making it resilient so

flooding won’t hurt it.
The amphitheater is the

dream of Theatre of the Re-
public executive director Tim
McGhee, who began writing
an historically accurate musi-
cal drama about seven or
more years ago and has
named it, The Spirit of the
Waccamaw.
McGhee teamed with Andy

Fowler, a music composer
who works with the Carolina
Master Chorale, and Katheryn
Martin, who has been re-
searching the area. Together
they wrote four or five songs
for the show, that McGhee
says, are quite beautiful.
McGhee has said in the past

that he got the idea for the
show from his own past. While
he was growing up, he ap-
peared annually in a similar
show in Ohio.
“It would be a very large

cast and we would design the
costumes, and the city would
be part of souvenirs,” he said,
adding that the show he per-
formed with sold albums, t-
shirts and other items.
Conway received a Home-

town Economic Development
Grant from the Municipal As-
sociation of South Carolina for
$25,000 to go toward the feasi-
bility study for the outdoor

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conwayite Delan Stevens
remembers when Conway
High School had girls and
boys’ state champion ten-
nis teams, and he hopes the
rebuilding of the Riverfront
Tennis Center will bring
back those glory days.
Conway High School

can’t even field a boys’ ten-
nis team now, he lamented.
When he was young, he

said, “We played all the
time. We had a big city tour-
nament. I remember when
we used to have a city
champion. I’m not talking
about four or five people
playing; we had 50 people
playing in a city tourna-
ment. Tennis was big,” he
said.
Now that the U.S. Tennis

Association has become in-
volved in restoring Con-

way’s tennis center, he
thinks it’s possible to see
tennis soaring in Conway
again.
With up to $100,000 of

design help from the USTA,
the riverfront tennis center
can come back stronger
and more able to withstand
future flooding, according
to City Administrator Adam
Emrick.
The tennis building will

go up on piers about six
feet, with the clay courts
about three to four feet
higher than they were be-
fore.
The USTA wants to in-

crease the number of
courts from seven to eight
to make the center more
suitable for tournaments.
The group also wants to
make the center ADA com-
pliant because, Emrick
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Contaminated buildings and courts have caused Conway’s Riverfront Tennis Center to be
closed since Hurricane Florence’s floodwaters washed over the facility, but the future is
looking brighter.

U.S. Tennis Association involved in restoring tennis center
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