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Horry County Council members 

remain divided over whether to 
pay Coastal Carolina University 
nearly $40,000 for an economic 
analysis of IMAGINE 2040, the 
county’s proposed 20-year plan for 
managing growth and develop-
ment. 

Some council members contend 

a business profes-
sor’s research 
would provide 
valuable informa-
tion while others 
say the price tag is 
too high for ad-
vice on a plan that 
should have al-
ready been ap-
proved. 

“We don’t need to spend that 

kind of money on this project,” 
Horry County Council Chairman 
Johnny Gardner said, pointing out 
that the process for developing 
IMAGINE 2040 included a special 
committee, surveys, public meet-
ings and many hours of staff re-
search. “I’m opposed to it. If some 
of the council members are 
adamant about it, we can talk 
about it.” 

The county is required to update 

its comprehensive plan every 10 
years. An IMAGINE 2040 commit-
tee began meeting in January 
2018, prepared a plan, and then 
presented it to council, though 
council members have not ap-
proved it yet. The plan looks at the 
area’s surging growth — an addi-
tional 275,000 people are expected 
to be living in the county by 2040 
— and strategies for managing 
that influx of residents. 

Weeks ago, Gardner announced 
at a council meeting that Coastal 
would be assisting the county with 
IMAGINE 2040. However, he said 
this week that he was initially con-
fused about what the university’s 
role would be. Gardner said he was 
told Coastal was already doing re-
search relevant to the plan and 
would not charge the county for 
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Watching the Macy’s Thanks-

giving Day Parade on TV is nice. 
But actually being in it is a once-
in-a-lifetime chance a couple of 
local boys never expected. 

Carolina Forest High School 
graduate Josh Turner, playing 
the sousaphone, and North Myr-
tle Beach High School graduate 
Shaun Brown, playing cymbals, 
will be part of the Western Car-
olina University Pride of the 
Mountains Marching Band this 
year. 

That university is in Cul-
lowhee, North Carolina. 

Turner found out he’d be in the 
parade at the beginning of his 
senior year when WCU an-
nounced it on line. 

“It was like, ‘Oh by the way, you 
get to march in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade,’” he 
laughed. 

Marching along with 23 other 
sousaphone players, Turner, a 
freshman at WCU, said he’s defi-
nitely excited, not just about 
being in the parade, but about 
going to New York for the first 
time. 

Originally from Ohio,  
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Horry County's shelter ani-

mals will soon be free to 
good homes. 

The shelter is launching a 
no-fee adoption program in 
the coming weeks. If the ini-
tiative succeeds, county offi-
cials might waive all adop-
tion fees permanently. 

“When you see those little 
animals behind those cages 
crying, it’s not right,” said 
Horry County Councilman 
Harold Worley, who last week 
directed county staff to use 
$25,000 from the council's 
community benefit fund for 
the pilot program. That 
money would come from the 
portion of the fund set aside 
for Worley's district, al-
though the fees would be 
waived for anyone adopting 
a pet.  

Adopting a dog from the 
Animal Care Center costs 
$80. A cat is $50. That charge 
pays for basic vaccinations 
and spaying or neutering.  

County staff had discussed 
waiving the adoption fee for 
county employees as a way 
to incentivize choosing a 
shelter pet. However, Worley 
suggested a broader ap-
proach. 

“I want everyone to adopt 
them free,” he said. 

Under the pilot program, 
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Electric heaters, blankets and 

sleeping bags are desperately 
needed by Help 4 Kids and Back-
pack Buddies. 

“And we’d kill for coats,” said 
founder Barbara Main. 

The groups’ volunteers deliv-
ered food to 18 homes on a re-
cent Saturday, and only one was a 
warm, wood-framed house. 

“The others were 30-year-old 
very, very cold trailers and the 
kids were cold with no source of 
heat,” said Main. 

The Backpack Buddy program 

provides weekend food for chil-
dren who eat breakfast and lunch 
in school. 

“They eat Monday through Fri-
day, but don’t have a lot to eat on 
the weekends, so we pack food 
bags and send them out to 40 
schools for the kids to take home 
on the weekends,” Main said. 

At the end of the last school 
year, they were sending home 
3,000 bags of food each week to 
elementary, middle and high 
school students’ homes. 

The Help 4 Kids side of the or-
ganization goes out in two or 
three vans, taking clothes, shoes 
and basic necessities to those 

families.  
The families the volunteers de-

liver to aren’t necessarily unem-
ployed. “They work, but there 
isn’t enough money for extras, 
and even the families that get 
food stamps run out by the end 
of the month,” Main said. 

Supplies, including financial 
donations, can be delivered to 
2523 Forestbrook Road, Myrtle 
Beach, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

Kids don’t understand, Main 
said, why the kid who sits beside 
them in school have everything, 
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Help 4 Kids, Backpack Buddies need community’s help

Help 4 Kids and 
Backpack Buddies 

need electric 
heaters, sleeping 

bags and coats. 
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Horry County officials plan to launch a no-fee pilot program for adoptions at the Animal Care Center.

Horry County officials consider waiving adoption fees

Local students 
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in Macy’s 
Thanksgiving 
Day Parade
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