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Just like almost everywhere
else across America, the Loris
business community is feel-
ing the economic hurt caused
by the COVID-19 coronavirus
pandemic.
Some businesses are trying

find ways to adapt to the situ-
ation while others have
reduced hours or are having
employees work from home.
The Loris Chamber of

Commerce has been looking
for ways to try to help the
businesses. Chamber
President John Sediak said
some Loris restaurants are
fairing a little better than oth-
ers -- at least for now.
Sediak is the owner of The

Grind restaurant and said his
business did pretty good last
week after the no-dine-in law
took effect but he is con-
cerned things will get worse if
the self-distancing rules do
not end soon.
On Sunday, President

Donald Trump ordered the
self-distancing rules to
remain in place through April
30.
“Everybody is on edge in

town. We (The Grind) have
the advantage of having a
drive-through which opened
up some availability for us to
continue serving,” Sediak
said. “I think this week is real-
ly going to be a test because I
think there was an initial
thought that maybe it will be
gone sooner than later and I
think the reality that it could
be a couple of months of slog
for everybody is starting to
set in.”
Sediak said most of the

restaurants and other busi-
nesses are trying to stay open
as long as possible but as
time goes on people may
have less money to spend to
help keep the businesses
afloat.
“For the first couple of

weeks this was going on I had

tremendous support from the
community coming out to
help our restaurant and other
businesses. What concerns
me going forward, because
this has taken a bite out of
everybody, it becomes more
and more difficult for the
people who had that mentali-

ty to continue to do that,” he
said.
Sediak said most of the

business owners he has spo-
ken to in recent days told him
they are trying to stay open as
long as possible to help the
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Address Service Requested

Cherry Hill presents
Beautiful Maine tour for
seven days, six nights
(Sunday – Saturday) June
14-20. Includes motorcoach
transportation, six night
lodging including four con-
secutive nights in Maine, 10
meals: six breakfasts and
four dinners, guided tour of
Portland, Maine’s largest
city-by-the-sea, guided tour
of quaint Kennebunk and
Kennebunkport, tour of his-
toric Victoria Mansion, guid-
ed tour of Pineland Farms, a
picturesque working farm,

visit to Boothbay Railway
Village, including a vintage
train ride, and visit to the
Seashore Trolley Museum
and countryside trolley ride.
Departure: Cherry Hill
Baptist Church, 2020 Daisy
Road, Loris at 8 a.m. and
then City of Dillon Wellness
Center, 1647 Commerce
Drive, Dillon at 9:30 a.m.
Cost is $699.* $75 due upon
signing. *Price per person,
based on double occupancy.
Add $225 for single occu-
pancy. Final payment due
April 7. For more pictures,

video and information visit:
www.GroupTrips.com/Cherr
yHill. For more information
and reservations contact
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.
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S.C. Department of
Natural Resources officers
soon won’t have to work
out of their vehicles, and
Horryites won’t have to
drive to Florence or North
Charleston to get a sticker
for their boats because
Conway is about to have its
DNR office reopened.
The Conway office closed

in 2008 when the state had
some budgeting problems
and DNR was forced to do
some cutting.
S.C. Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-

58, said he was able to get
$297,501 as a recurring
appropriation for a new
Conway office.
State officials took bids

for an office, but didn’t get
any that met their require-
ments, so the office was
rebid. Now Capt. Robert
McCullough, who oversees
the department’s media
and outreach, says if all
goes well the office will be
in place and ready to do
business by the summer.
“Everything’s kind of sit-

ting on G, waiting on O…”

he said.
The department plans to

have its staff trained and
ready to start work just as
soon as an office site is
finalized. McCullough said
the office will have four
new staffers and one super-
visor, a seasoned DNR
employee, who is ready to
step into his new assign-
ment. 
Johnson said there are a

lot of hunters, fishermen
and boaters in Horry
County, who have needed
the office during its 12-year
absence.
A big problem has been

securing stickers for boats.
Boat owners either had to
send to Columbia and wait
for a sticker that could take
as much as a month, or
drive to Florence or North
Charleston to get one.
During the hiatus

between offices, wildlife

agents have been working
out of their cars when they
come to Conway, but now
they can use the office,
Johnson said.
Johnson said he’s excited

about the new office and
thinks it’s something that
Horry County with its large
population needs.
“Boating is very popular

along the waterway inlets
and rivers,” he said.
Matt Varnadore, conces-

sionaire for the Conway
Marina, is also excited
about the new office.
“I think it’s a great thing.

We have, in Horry County,
we have a very, very large
boating community,” he
said.
Varnadore also pointed to

the drive or wait to get a
boat registration. People
either had to mail their
information or Columbia
and then wait as much as a

month to get the needed
documentation or drive to
an office where the neces-
sary stickers can be printed,
he said.
He also likes the idea of

changing the duration of the
registrations from one to
three years.
During the years that the

Conway office has been
gone, he says he’s heard a lot
of grumbling about how
long it takes to get a sticker.
“If that’s what’s coming,

that’s awesome. That’s
huge,” he said.
McCullough says his

agency is just as excited
about coming back to
Conway as Conwayites are
to see it coming.
“It’ll be good to get back in

there,” he said. “We want to
get all this done too…
Hopefully it’ll all come
together. I just hate these
times. It’s tough,” he said of
dealing with the impact of
the coronavirus.
In regard to the new office,

he said, “Oh, we think it’s
great. We think it will be a
good opportunity to serve
the constituency down
there.”

“Boating is very popular along the

waterway, inlets and rivers.”

Jeff Johnson
S.C. Rep. R-58

SCDNR plans to reopen Conway office

Man charged in

shooting that injured

pregnant woman

Woman charged in
Baby Boy Horry case
released on bond
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Florida woman
accused of leaving Baby
Boy Horry to die in the
woods 12 years ago was
released on a $75,000
bond this past week,
according to a news
release from the 15th

Circuit Solicitor's Office.
Jennifer Sahr, 32, was

arrested earlier this month
on a charge of homicide
by child abuse, which car-
ries a sentence of 20 years
to life in prison.
Sahr was a student at

Coastal Carolina

BABY HORRY, A3

The woman who
police suspect is
Baby Boy Horry's
mother and is
charged with
homicide by
child abuse in
connection with
the infant's
death.

VIRAJ NAIK / 

THE LORIS SCENE

COVID-19 hurting Loris businesses;
Chamber of Commerce trying to help 
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‘Cotton Pickin Cute’ is making the best of the situation with the COVID-19 pandemic.
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A Myrtle Beach area
man faces several charges
in connection with a
shooting in Green Sea that
left a pregnant woman
seriously injured.
Dustin Anthony Butler,

34, is charged with
attempted murder, first
degree domestic violence,
possession of a weapon
during a violent crime and
possession of a firearm by
a person convicted of a
violent felony in connec-
tion with the Jan. 13
shooting, Horry County
Police Department
spokeswoman Mikayla
Moskov said in an email.
Butler was taken into

custody in North Carolina
by Laurinburg police sev-
eral hours after the shoot-
ing occurred. He was
extradited to Horry
County and formally
charged by local authori-
ties on Wednesday. Butler
remains jailed at J.
Reuben Long Detention
Center.
Evidence uncovered

during the investigation
suggests that Butler shot
the victim in the head. At
the time of the shooting,
Butler was wanted in rela-
tion to a domestic vio-
lence incident that
occurred in November
2019 involving the same
victim, officials said.
"HCPD would like to

thank all those who con-

tributed to the investiga-
tion and apprehension of
Butler in connection with
this case," Moskov's email
said. "We would also like
to acknowledge the EMS
personnel and medical
staff who worked to save
the victim."
Moskov said the victim

was recently released from
the hospital and is doing
well.
"Her unborn child was

unaffected by the incident
and the child is expected
to arrive later this year,"
Moskov's email states.
Anyone suffering from

domestic abuse is encour-
aged to contact local
authorities. Victim advo-
cate services are available
through the HCPD and
other local police agen-
cies. The National
Domestic Violence
Hotline can be reached at
1-800-799-7233. If you
need help and cannot
speak safely, you can also
visit thehotline.org or text
LOVEIS to 22522.

Butler
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