
The 41st Annual Loris
Bog-Off will be Saturday,
Oct. 17, and this year’s
event will comply with
COVID-19 guidelines.

But those restrictions
won’t put a damper on the
all-day entertainment, the
vendors hawking their
goods, the festival food
everyone looks forward to,
a special kids’ area, the car
show and, of course, the
chicken bog contest.

In order to comply with
those COVID-19 restric-
tions, it is necessary to
keep the festival atten-
dance at no more than
7,000 people. To keep track
of how many festival-goers
there are, tickets are being
sold for the first time in the
event’s four-decade-plus
history.

The $5 adult tickets and
the 12-and-under $2 tickets
can be purchased at the
Loris Chamber of
Commerce, 4242 Main St.,
or online at
www.lorischamber.com.

Masks will be required
when people come through
any of the four gates, and
also when 6-foot social dis-
tancing cannot be prac-
ticed.

The chamber’s executive
director, Samantha Norris,
asks that guests “follow the
flow of the festival” and
adds, “Please be aware of
your surroundings and
respect other people’s
space.” 

Restrooms and dining
areas will be sanitized
throughout the day.

The festival’s events and
activities will be enjoyed in
a 7-acre area this year, and
will include hand-sanitizing
stations throughout the
area.

Specifically, the grass lot
on the corner of Casey
Street and Meeting Street

will be the hub of most of
the activities.

The car show will line
Meeting Street and Railroad
Avenue from Duncan Street

to Casey Street.
A drive-through to buy

chicken bog will be on
Duncan Street.

Norris says she hopes

locals and tourists will join
the Loris community for
this special event, and
adds, “Don’t forget to get
your tickets in advance.”
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Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. “In

accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on
race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, age or
reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity in
any program or activity
conducted or funded by
USDA. Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative
means of communication
for program information

(e.g. Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied
for benefits. Individuals
who are deaf, hard of hear-
ing or have speech disabili-
ties may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-
able in languages other
than English. To file a pro-
gram complaint of discrimi-
nation, complete the USDA

Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.h
tml and at any USDA office,
or write a letter addressed
to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your complet-
ed form or letter to USDA
by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil

Right, 1400 Independence
Ave. SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410. (2) Fax: 202-
690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

41st Annual Loris Bog-Off to comply

with COVID-19 restrictions, guidelines
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Chicken bog cooking contestants get started early putting their favorite recipes together
hoping to win the title.

HCS discusses plexiglass

options, new data page
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Horry County Board
of Education revealed a new
data web page and other
information Monday night
relating to how the district
hopes to move forward in
getting students back into
schools safely and on a
more regular basis.

“I’m in my 36th year of
being an educator, and I’ve
never seen anything like it,
and I hope to never see any-
thing like it again,” said
Horry County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Rick
Maxey, referring to the
COVID-19 virus and its
effects on how schools
function.

The new HCS COVID-19
dashboard will show current
COVID-19 cases in schools
in the county, as well as his-
torical cases. Once a case
has been on the dashboard
for seven days as current,
those numbers will then
move to the historical data
set. The data will be updat-
ed each weekday by 4 p.m.,
Maxey said.

The new HCS COVID-19
dashboard is available at
https://hcstrans.maps.arcgi
s.com/apps/opsdash-
board/index.html#/2138f3f7
4fcf4289a1c6172a5da75688

“It’s as real-time as we
can get,” Maxey said, noting
that included on the new
data page is a tab that will
have the most recent S.C.
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
Disease Activity Report
information.

“Certainly there is value
in the DHEC report, but it is
also important to use local
resources,” Maxey said.

Data collection for the
new web page began Sept.
4, according to Maxey. He
also noted that HCS
Dashboard data may differ

from the SCDHEC report,
which is generated two
times per week for South
Carolina schools.

Maxey also shared that
DHEC released new guide-
lines Monday regarding the
use of plexiglass in class-
rooms. That new guidance
says students would not be
considered close contacts
when appropriate plexiglass
was used and students were
at least three feet apart,
instead of six, as well as
wearing masks.

The full guidance can be
seen
https://scdhec.gov/sites/def
ault/files/media/docu-
ment/Plexiglass%20Use%20
in%20Schools_10.5.20.pdf

“Plexiglass does not serve
as a substitute to mask-
wearing,” Maxey read from
the guidelines.

Installing the plexiglass
would enable HCS to get
more children in a class-
room together safely, Maxey
said.

The plexiglass would
need to surround the three
edges of the students’ desks
and extend a foot above
each child’s head, in addi-
tion to some other accept-
able configurations.

Chief of Support Services
Daryl Brown said the dis-
trict will try to buy plexi-
glass in bulk through the
S.C. Department of
Education, because that
usually is more cost-effec-
tive.

Brown also said they plan
to request help from the
state in terms of funding for
the project.

Brown noted that
Charleston County spent
around $6 million on plexi-
glass for its classrooms, and
he expects the cost for HCS
to hover at around $4.5 mil-
lion.
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Loris parks getting much needed upgrades 

IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING / THE LORIS SCENE

Watson Park was treated to a "much needed" update thanks to a grant. City officials say the
children of Loris are loving the newest upgrades. 

BY IAN LIVINGSTON
BROOKING
IAN.BROOKING@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Families in Loris will
notice a nicer play-
ground at Watson Park,
thanks to a state grant.

“It was starting to
become unsafe,” said
Ford Slater, the athletics
and programs director
for the Loris Parks and
Recreation Department.
“So we ended up pulling
all the old equipment up
and put in a new play-
ground.”

Loris officials actually
received two parks grants
worth just over $40,000.

The grant program is
available to local govern-
ments that provide
recreational opportuni-
ties, according to the
S.C. Department of
Parks, Recreation and

Tourism website. In 2018,
the city applied for a
grant to update the
equipment at Watson
Park. That grant was
worth about $21,000. The
following year, the city
applied for a grant to
update the equipment at
Heniford Field and
received another $21,000.

Slater said the city can
apply for this type of
grant once every 12
months and must finish
the project within two
years of receiving the
funding.

The new playground at
Watson Park is one large
model, highlighted by
two slides on either side.
It also features some
climbing equipment and
a set of drums.

“Along with all that, it
has numerous other
small activities on it,”
Slater said.

He said the community
is loving the recent
updates to the parks
since their installation in
the last three weeks. The
new playground at
Heniford Field was com-
pleted on the evening of
Sept. 30. 

“It’s been up for a little
over 72 hours and I think
there’s been a kid not on
it for like an hour,” Slater
said last week.

As COVID-19 restric-
tions slowly begin to be
lifted across the state,
Mayor Todd Harrelson
said the new playground
is “very important” to the
city. 

“They’ve been
crammed up and have
been dying to get out,”
he said. “We can see it
out there this past
Sunday, there was never
a time a time where there
wasn’t a child on it.”

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=e45486f4-8e35-5e2e-8209-bc095c92c068

