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The B&B Theatre group that now owns the old Frank Theatres was forced
to close recently due to the COVID-19 outbreak. However, the group has
plans for a total redo of the building that will even include a small the-

atre suitable for rentals for everything from conferences and business
meetings to birthday parties along with more food, two much larger
screens and better sound.

COURTESY

The folks at HTC and the Crooked Oak Tavern gave away between 150 and 200 grilled hot
dogs and hamburgers, plus fruit from A&A Produce, at lunch yesterday. The few meals
that were left were donated to CAP. The food was shared with the Horry County Sheriff’s
Office, Conway Police Department, Horry County Police Department, Conway Fire De-
partment, Horry County Fire Rescue, 911 Dispatch and several nurses, who simply drove
up to collect their bounty. Ryan Bland and Bruce Kennedy with the Crooked Oak Tavern
worked alongside a number of HTC employees for the event. 

Kemp’s new ideas help
A&A Produce not just
to survive, but to thrive 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Not only has Andy Kemp
survived what looked like
sure doom for his business,
he’s picked up some ideas
that he plans to take into
the future, he’s been able to
keep most of his employees
working and he’s helped
feed hungry children.
The owner of A&A Pro-

duce said when the
COVID-19 virus required
the closing of area restau-
rants and bars that he typi-
cally sells to, he had
$100,000 of perishable in-

ventory in his cooler that
he had no idea how he was
going to save.
Kemp, who grew up in

Conway and still has family
here, said he and his wife
started brainstorming
about what to do with the
produce, finally deciding to
“just stuff things in a box
and sell it for $20.”
In just a few days they

were selling boxes with a
variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles that were in his walk-
in cooler.
The second day, through

Reclining at the movies? It’s coming to Conway!
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Movie-goers who fre-
quent Conway’s B&B The-
atres will soon be able to
recline while they watch
their favorite movies, enjoy
a larger selection of food
and be totally immersed in
sound, according to execu-
tive director of develop-
ment and construction
Dennis McIntire.
The upgrade of the for-

mer Frank Theatres on
Rivertown Boulevard repre-
sents a $4 million invest-
ment by the facility’s
relatively new owners.
Conway City Council is

so pleased with B&B’s plans
that it voted unanimously
Monday night to reimburse
the group for a number of
usual charges.
Deputy city administra-

tor/planning and develop-
ment director Mary Cather-
ine Hyman gave the group
approximations of the sav-
ings for one-half of the
water and sewer hookups
and all of the costs of build-
ing permits, hospitality
taxes, business licenses and
property taxes.
Reimbursements for the

company could be as high
as $58,800 the first year and
more than $220,800 over
the five-year life of the in-
centive plan. 
Council was reminded

that it awarded the same
incentive plan to 810 Bowl-
ing when it opened its U.S.
501 facility.
Councilwoman Jean

Timbes says she sees a the-
atre as something that
reaches out to all ages and
ability levels.
“I think Conway needs a

movie theatre. I certainly
hope they’re going to be
successful,” she said.
City council enacted

these monetary incentives
several years ago hoping to
attract entertainment to
the city because they
thought Conway needed
things like a bowling alley,
movie theatre or arcade.
“The big piece of what

we’re going to do is in the
auditorium,” McIntire said.
“We’ll remove all of the ex-
isting seats and replace
them with electric reclin-
ers, basically we’ll lose
about half the seats.”
They also plan to redo

several of the screens that
they thought were not up
to their standards, and
they’ll replace some of the
projectors.
Plans are to equip the

two largest auditoriums

with what McIntire calls
PLF, which stands are pre-
mium large format. The
screens in those two the-
atres will go wall to wall.
They’ll be bigger, wider and
taller. The screens will be
complemented with what
he calls immersive audio
with double or triple the
number of speakers in the
auditorium.
“There are going to be

speakers on the walls,
which is normal, on the
ceiling and double behind
the screen…It really is a
neat experience,” he said.
In the lobby, the theatre

group will redo the entire
concession area, adding a
marquee bar to the former
food pickup location and
they will increase equip-
ment in the kitchen’s back-
room.
The new offerings will in-

clude pizza, chicken ten-
ders, mozzarella sticks,
fries, pretzels, grilled hot
dogs and onion rings that
movie viewers will be al-
lowed to take into the the-
atres.
“Order at the concession

stand, wait five minutes,
pick up the food and take it
in. We typically don’t do
trays in the auditorium, but
we can look at that,” he
said, adding that they want
as few distractions as possi-
ble in the auditoriums.
They are also thinking

about adding an arcade
with games, but aren’t sure
how that will fit into the
group’s budget. If they drop
that idea now, it could be
resurrected in the future.
He said they had not

counted on having to re-

B&B THEATRE, A2

Q. We noticed that the
marker noting Whitte-
more Park Middle School
as an historic site has
been removed and we
want to know who re-
moved it.
Also, I’d like to know

the reason for moving the
marker and where is it
now?
A. City of Conway

spokesperson Taylor
Newell answered your
question.
“When our contractors

were here installing the
concrete footers for the
wayfinding signs, they
found the historical
marker broken and lying
on the side of the road.
They took it with them to
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B&B THEATRES BETTER THAN EVER

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A South Carolina legis-
lator, who is competing in
the June Republican Pri-
mary to keep the seat he’s
held since 2002, has ap-
plied for the job of 15th
Circuit public defender.
District 107 Rep. Alan

Clemmons, 61, confirmed
that he is one of the
lawyers who hope to re-
place Orrie West, who
plans to retire Aug. 1. 
Applications for the job

were taken through
March 30, and the local
board hopes to name a
replacement by May 15,
according to local chair-
man Scott Bellamy, who
heads a five-person 15th
Circuit group that loosely
oversees the office.
In a written statement,

Clemmons said, “I’m as
committed as ever to
public service in my com-
munity. I’ve recently rec-
ognized an opportunity
at furthering that public
service as the next Public
Defender for the 15th Ju-
dicial Circuit. This oppor-
tunity would allow me to
work in the community I
love and use my legal ex-
pertise as a former de-
fense attorney, and now
as a law firm manager.
“I want to be clear that

I love my service as a S.C.
House Member and I
would truly love to con-
tinue to serve the people
in my community. I will
be happy to serve in ei-
ther capacity or none, if
that’s the will of my con-
stituents.
“I have been so blessed

to spend these last 18
years creating meaningful
legislation while practic-
ing law in Myrtle Beach. If
now’s the time to do
something different, I
embrace that opportunity
with zeal and thanks. If
not, I will humbly ask my

Legislator
hopes to
be next
public
defender
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