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Liam Cannon’s perspec-
tive was different.
He’d been sleeping when

his father’s vehicle went off
the road. He knew his fa-
ther and older brother were
in the swamp as a flash
flood began to swallow the
vehicle. He knew it was bad
from where he shared the
backseat with his 5-year-
old brother Levi.
“I was holding him up

but he was trying not to talk
because he was scared,” the
7-year-old said. “I was try-
ing to bust the glass out and
then I had to lift up Levi
too. And that’s all.”
“All” was everything.
The incident unfolded

around 9 p.m. on Sept. 17
off Cates Bay Highway out-
side of Conway.
“All” was Horry County

Police Officer Adam Tack
arriving on the scene, res-
cuing a woman who had
tried to help but was in
trouble in the rushing
water, tromping back into
the water and busting the
back window of Cannon’s
sport utility vehicle, letting
the air pocket escape as the
vehicle sank deeper. Tack
dove, groped in the dark
water to rescue the boys
and maneuver them to
their father and older
brother clinging to a nearby
log.
“All” was interlocking

arms waiting for the fire de-
partment to pull them to
safety.
“I’m glad I was there,

right time, right place,” the
officer said.
Tack and the Cannon

family were reunited for the
first time since the rescue
as Tack was awarded the
2020 Officer of the Year
award from the Coastal
Carolina Shields organiza-
tion on Tuesday.
Coastal Carolina Shields

is made up of retired law
enforcement officers from
various agencies spanning
the globe.
Standing in front of the

applauding group, Tack
gripped the glass-etched
award and chocked back
emotions forcing him to be
stingy with his words.
“It was good to be a part

of that and seeing they can
grow up together and be
whole,” he said.
Tack and James Cannon

share more than the rescue.
They are fathers of boys
nearly the same age. Tack’s
son Colby is 11. Cannon’s
oldest son Landon is 10.
“Yeah, I thought of my

family,” Tack said of that
night. “The first thing I
heard was ‘kids trapped.’ At

that point, it’s just blackout
mode. You just do what you
got to do.”
Tack has been doing what

he has to for the county po-
lice force since 2018. Before
that he served with the
101st Airborne from Fort
Campbell, Ky., and was an
iron worker in Pittsburgh,
Pa.
That September night

Tack had been patrolling
his beat as the remnants of
Hurricane Sally swelled
creeks and rivers. He’d
stopped his patrol car to
work on reports when a car
sped up to him and two
frantic women told him of a
car submerged in a nearby
swamp.
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HCPD officer who rescued children
from sinking vehicle draws praise
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Horry County Police Officer Adam Tack embraces James Can-
non as Tack is awarded the 2020 Officer of the Year award
from the Coastal Carolina Shields organization on Tuesday.

Tack rescued James Cannon and his three sons from a flash
flood off Cates Bay Highway in September. Tack also rescued
a woman who had stopped to help the Cannon family.

Horry County Police Officer Adam Tack has been awarded
the 2020 Officer of the Year award from the Coastal Car-
olina Shields organization.
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Horry County Board of
Education Chairman Ken
Richardson announced
yesterday that he will not
seek reelection and in-
stead pur-
sue the
7th Con-
gressional
District
seat.
The cur-

rent occu-
pant of
that post,
U.S. Rep.
Tom Rice,
R-Myrtle Beach, won his
fifth term in November,
but Rice has faced a back-
lash from state and local
Republicans for his vote
to impeach former Presi-
dent Donald Trump last
month. On Saturday, the
South Carolina GOP
voted to formally censure
Rice.
“I am 100 percent dedi-

cated to taking Tom Rice
out of Congress,”
Richardson said in a news
release. “I want to thank
the voters for placing
their trust in me as school
board chairman. I believe
we have made a lot of
progress within the
school district and will
continue to do my very
best for the students of
the Horry County in the
two years I have left in of-
fice.”
Before being elected to

the school board in 2018,
the Horry County native
served as chairman of the
board of trustees at
Horry-Georgetown Tech-

Richardson
announces
run for
Congress,
won't seek
reelection to
school board

Friends and colleagues

remember John Poston
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Of all the qualities Horry
County Board of Educa-
tion Vice Chairman John
Poston possessed, the one
mentioned most is that he
was a man of integrity.
“John was a stand-up

guy. Honesty and integrity
led his life. He was very in-
volved in his children’s
lives, and loved his wife
and his children,” said
Tom Anderson, who has
known Poston and his
family for almost 20 years.
“I’m still stunned. I was re-
ally anticipating him com-
ing home.”
Poston, 52, died Satur-

day after being hospital-
ized with COVID-19
complications in late De-
cember. He had been on a
ventilator for more than
two weeks. He leaves be-

hind his wife, Robin, and
three children: Henry,
Mary and Abby.
Horry County Schools

issued a statement late
Saturday: “He worked tire-
lessly for our students and
staff and served our school
communities with great
honor and adoration. Our
sincere condolences to his

Poston

Real estate sales booming
BY KATHY ROPP
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Typically real estate sales
lag a little in the winter
months; not this year!
In fact, the real estate mar-

ket in the City of Conway and
Horry County is setting
records.
“Overall, what we’re seeing

is it’s still a sellers market,”
said Angela Fabbri, director
of marketing and communi-
cations with the Coastal Car-
olina Association of Realtors,
who pointed to low interest
rates and tightening inven-
tory.
However, she said the in-

ventory isn’t to the point
where anyone needs to be
alarmed.
Pending sales increased 53

percent for single-family
homes and 50 percent for
condominiums in December
of 2020 over December of
2019, a boom for the month
of December.
With inventory off 35 per-

cent for single-family homes

and 21 percent for condo-
miniums sellers have the
upper hand, she said.
Despite the COVID-19

pandemic and a slowdown in
business, growth continues.
“It’s been consistent

growth this year…The area’s
just growing tremendously so
there’s no shortage of buy-
ers,” she said.
She and area Realtors all

say the attractions of the
area, in addition to the

beaches, include low prop-
erty taxes, moderate weather,
low interest rates, more jobs
coming to the area, particu-
larly technical companies
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Employees with New Beginnings Construction Company were busy Monday morning
building this house in a new neighborhood off Medlen Parkway in Conway.
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