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DHEC set to make hospital decision by spring

ILLUSTRATION BY JANET MORGAN

State officials plan to make a decision about three hospital proposals by April. CMC, Tidelands Health and McLeod Health all want to build facilities. 

With three projects ‘likely’ to be considered competing, state may reject one or more
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

State health officials expect
to make a decision about the
future of three Horry County
hospital projects by April.
The state Department of

Health and Environmental
Control (DHEC) initially
planned to issue a decision
about Conway Medical Cen-
ter’s Carolina Forest hospital
plans last month, but the state
agency is now evaluating the
CMC project on the same
schedule with McLeod
Health’s proposed Carolina
Forest hospital and Tidelands
Health’s proposed Socastee fa-

cility.
“This is because the Con-

way Hospital application is
likely to be determined to be
competing with the McLeod
and Tidelands applications,”
DHEC spokeswoman Laura
Renwick said in an email. If
projects are deemed compet-
ing, that means DHEC could
reject some applications and
approve others. A staff deci-
sion on all three projects is
due by March 27.
The three healthcare

providers are seeking what’s
known as a certificate of need
(CON). This designation
means a provider has proven
to DHEC that a project is

needed in a community. In
South Carolina, a certificate of
need is required by the state to
build new medical facilities.
The intent of the CON pro-
gram is help control health-
care costs and prevent the
duplication of services.
But the process does allow

providers to file appeals and
even challenge other organi-
zations’ applications. This
could delay the construction
of facilities for months, some-
times years. Some challenges
have already been filed with
DHEC, and a fourth project —
Grand Strand Health’s $146
million plan to upgrade the
South Strand Medical Center

to a hospital — was just sub-
mitted in November.
Healthcare providers are

trying to keep up with the
county’s growth. Last year, a
DHEC analysis showed the
county will need an additional
155 hospital beds by 2024.
Here’s a snapshot of where

each project stands: 
Conway Medical Center
This hospital needs ap-

provals from both state and
local officials. CMC was the
first provider to submit a hos-
pital proposal to DHEC last
year. CMC’s plans call for
building a 50-bed, $161 mil-
lion facility on International
Drive in Carolina Forest.

At the state level, CMC
needs the same CON approval
that all the other projects re-
quire. However, one key differ-
ence between the CMC
project and the other
providers is that CMC is not
seeking to add hospital beds
in the county. The organiza-
tion is asking DHEC to shift 50
underutilized beds from
CMC’s main Conway campus
to a site in the growing Car-
olina Forest area.
CMC officials also said this

hospital would offer orthope-
dics, women’s health pro-
grams and cancer care,

HCS moves back to hybrid learning next week
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Beginning next week, stu-
dents in Horry County
Schools will go back to at-
tending school in a hybrid
format.
“Students who are in

groups A and G will return
to the brick-and-mortar
schools on Tuesday, January
19, while students in group
B will return to the brick-
and-mortar schools on
Wednesday, Jan. 20,” the
district said in an email sent
to staff on Wednesday
morning.
The schools will be closed

for the Martin Luther King
Jr. holiday on Monday.

After not making any an-
nouncement about school
format at its Jan. 11 board
work session,
HCS officials
waited until
yesterday to
decide.
“The Dis-

trict will con-
tinue to
monitor
COVID-19 re-
lated data-
points for
decisions re-
garding
school opera-
tional plans,”
the email said.
During their Jan. 11 ses-

sion, school officials said
that 19 of the 28 elementary

schools had completed
plexiglass installations, and
noted they planned to fin-

ish the ele-
mentary level
by Jan. 19.
Horry

County
School Board
Chairman
Ken Richard-
son con-
firmed with
HCS officials
that they
plan to im-
mediately
move to mid-
dle and high
school instal-

lations in a step toward
full-time, face-to-face in-
struction, but no expected

completion date was men-
tioned.
Currently, Vice Chair

John Poston is still hospi-
talized with complications
from COVID-19 and Super-
intendent Rick Maxey an-
nounced yesterday that he
tested positive for the virus,
but only had mild symp-
toms.
The HCS COVID-19

dashboard, which accord-
ing to HCS officials at Mon-
day’s board meeting is still
being updated with data
from over these past two
distance learning weeks,
shows 113 current cases as
of 11:45 a.m. on Wednes-
day. This includes 55 cur-
rent student cases and 58
staff cases.

Maxey confirms COVID-19
Horry County Schools

released a statement from
Superintendent Rick
Maxey, confirming he re-
ceived a positive COVID-19
test result Monday after-
noon.
"So far, my symptoms

have been mild, and I am
hopeful that they will con-
tinue to be that way,"
Maxey said in the emailed
statement.
Maxey was absent from

Monday night's Horry
County Board of Education
meeting, as was Vice Chair-
man John Poston, who is
currently hospitalized with
COVID-19.
"I will remain in isola-

tion for the time desig-
nated by health care
providers and am looking
forward to returning to

work.
Thanks in
advance for
your sup-
port and
prayers,"
Maxey said. 
Last

night's
school
board did
not yield

any decision on how next
week's school format will
look, as the past two weeks
have been full-time dis-
tance learning across the
district. 
HCS officials say an an-

nouncement will be made
by tomorrow regarding
next week's school instruc-
tion type, as they said they
are still receiving COVID-
19 data. 

Maxey

Horry County

police officer

dies after

being struck

by vehicle
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

An Horry County police
officer died Tuesday after-
noon when an SUV struck
him as he worked in the
roadway,
authorities
said.
Lance

Cpl.
Melton
"Fox"
Gore, who
spent
more than
20 years
with the
agency, was working with
the environmental serv-
ices team when he was hit
near the intersection of
S.C. 22 and S.C. 31. He was
57-years-old.
“Our hearts are breaking

tonight in the wake of this
tragic news,” Horry

Gore
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The City of Conway
would not be allowed to
charge Carolina Forest resi-
dents more for water serv-
ice if a bill submitted by a
state legislator becomes law. 
State Rep. Tim McGinnis,

R-Carolina Forest, prefiled
the bill last month. He sub-
mitted a similar proposal in
2019, but it never went any-
where. However, McGinnis
is more optimistic about
this bill, which also includes
language that would give

Carolina Forest
lawmaker's bill
aims to prevent
cities from
charging out-of-
city residents
higher water rates
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