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Jessica Rabon was surprised 

when her daughter came home 
from school this week saying she 
was told to finish her lunch faster 
in order to earn recess time. 

“She was told the only way she 
would get to go outside was to fin-
ish eating in 15 minutes,” Rabon 
said. 

A sixth-grader at Conway Middle 
School, Rabon’s daughter told her 
that the school’s principal and as-
sistant principal were walking 
around the cafeteria encouraging 
the children to “hurry up and eat.” 

For CMS sixth-graders, the lunch 
period is split into two sessions. 
Rabon said that according to the 
district’s online record system 
Powerschool, the time allotted for 
lunch is 12:12-12:40 p.m. Rabon 

said that half of her daughter’s 
grade goes for the first part of the 
period and the other half goes for 
the second part. 

Rabon said no one told her that 
the lunch would be split. Her 
daughter told her they only have 
about 15 minutes from the time 
the bell rings, which means they 
still have to walk to the cafeteria 
from class and have time to stand 
in line for food if they did not bring 

their own lunch. 
A post she made on social media 

about the situation has since gar-
nered more than 30 shares and 
nearly 150 comments from local 
parents saying their children 
are dealing with similar rushed 
lunchtimes at many schools.  

“It’s not enough time,” Rabon 
said. “It’s the break in your day that 
gets you through your afternoon.” 

The South Carolina Board of Ed-

ucation recommends that chil-
dren receive 15 to 20 minutes to 
eat “from the time they take their 
seat.” 

Rabon dislikes the idea of stu-
dents rushing through a meal wor-
ried they can only go outside if 
they “eat fast enough.” 

Whitney Hall, another parent of 
a middle schooler in the district, 
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Parents hungry for answers about short HCS lunch breaks 
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Horry County Police Capt. Justin 

Wyatt had never seen his officers re-
cover as many neglected animals as 
they did during three separate animal 
neglect investigations this month: 177 
animals were seized in just 16 days.  

On Aug. 4, police recovered 44 dogs, 
13 chickens, 12 ducks, a mini-horse 
and a goat from what police described 
as an unlicensed grooming and 
boarding business on 2nd Loop Road 
outside Conway.  

On Aug. 8, police recovered 59 dogs 
from the area of Merritt Road and 
Fowler Road near Conway. Police de-
scribed them as emaciated, malnour-
ished, dehydrated and neglected.  
And then on Aug. 19, police recovered 
46 dogs, including 12 puppies, from 
an area of S.C. 905. Police said the 
chained-up dogs had inadequate 
food, water and shelter. The 34 adult 
dogs had to go to a rescue organiza-
tion due to “special needs and sensi-
tivities” that made them unsuitable 
for adoption to the general public.  

“That is absolutely unusual for us,” 
said Wyatt, the police coordinator for 
the county animal shelter. “That has 
never occurred that I have been made 
aware of prior to my tenure here, and 
I’ve been here for three years on the 
animal side of the police department, 
and we’ve never had three back-to-
back large seizures like this.”  

Suspects received citations in all 
three investigations. 

Police and county officials said the 
reason for the recent spike in seizures 
is two-fold.  

One factor is that people are more 
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‘THAT IS ABSOLUTELY UNUSUAL FOR US’

How Horry County police seized 177 animals in 16 days

CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT | CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
A dog that police seized in an Aug. 19 animal neglect investigation off Highway 905.  
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Since Marc Morris took 

over the football program at 
Carolina Forest, the Pan-
thers haven’t shied away 
from tough opponents. 

They played a loaded Fort 
Dorchester squad in his sec-
ond game, then Lexington a 
few weeks later. In the sea-
sons that followed, con-

tracts with North Carolina 
powerhouses and last-
minute pandemic pick-ups 
against teams ranked in the 
Top 10 in their respective 
classifications continued to 
dot the schedule. 

On Friday, it’ll be Ocean-
side Collegiate, the Mount 
Pleasant juggernaut that 
plays its home football 
games at The Citadel. Two 
weeks ago, Oceanside de-

feated defending Class 2A 
championship Gray Colle-
giate, one of its sister 
schools, by four touch-
downs. Last Friday, the 
Landsharks went toe-to-toe 
with South Florence, a top-
five program in Class 4A, be-
fore losing by one point. 

Oceanside’s roster fea-
tures a running back com-
mitted to UNC Charlotte in 
Vaughn Blue, a defensive 

tackle, Timmy Castain, who 
on Monday afternoon was 
selected for the Blue-Grey 
All-American Bowl, and a 
left tackle, Monroe Freeling, 
who verbally committed to 
defending national champi-
on Georgia later that day. 

This opponent checks all 
the non-region boxes for 
Carolina Forest. 

But, would Morris have 
scheduled a game against a 

charter school if it was sit-
ting smack dab in the mid-
dle of his backyard, poten-
tially peeling players away 
from his own roster? 

“No, probably not,” he 
said. “To me, those schools 
are private schools. The only 
reason we’re playing Ocean-
side is we have trouble find-
ing games and this was the 
last game I had to fill. 
They’re private schools to 

me. That’s not how the 
South Carolina High School 
League defines them. But 
that’s how I look at them.” 

Desperation to fill out the 
schedule? Maybe. 

Soon, however, the coach-
es and athletics directors 
overseeing the various 
teams at each of Horry 
County’s nine traditional 
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Chartering Success: Atlantic Collegiate Academy set to change Horry County’s athletic landscape 
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