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Get ready to scream, or just
have fun!
Gary Bingham, known

around Horry County as Dr.
Scream, will use his experience
from creating haunted events
throughout the area to give a
chill to thrill seekers beginning
in less than seven weeks.
And it won’t be long after that

before his focus will move to a
Christmas event that Conway
Parks and Recreation Director
Ashley Smith has promised
Conway City Council will be of a
caliber that will give competi-
tion to similar light shows in
North Myrtle Beach and James
Island, and promises to put
money in the city’s coffers.
That’s different than the way

the finances have gone for Con-
way’s Christmas light show the

past cou-
ple of
years.
It’s

drained city staff
preparing for and working
it, and has lost money for the
city every year, Smith told
council as he promoted the
idea of hiring Bingham to take
over the task.
Smith called the Halloween

show “Casperish” and links the

Christmas show to the
spirit of Norman
Rockwell, adding

that they’re going
to Hall-
mark “the
heck out of
it.”
Bingham

said this past
week that he was

ready to sign a five-year contract
with Conway, but wasn’t sure,

due to the coronavirus, that his
group will make much money
this first year.
He said he decided to come

to Conway because, “They
coaxed us. I have always wanted
to come to Conway to do this
event simply because of the na-
ture of Conway and being a
small town…”
He, too, uses the wholesome

image of Norman Rockwell.
Bingham has been drawing

as many as 10,000 people to his
Halloween productions, and in-
formation he provided to the
City of Conway says he expects
about 1,000 participants each
night.
Bingham started his Hal-

loween festivities in 1994 at the
Myrtle Beach Air Force Base be-
fore it was transformed into the
Market Common. He’s built a
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Horry County seeking $17.7 million for
buyout program to help flood victims
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

David Cunningham
bought his Lawson’s Landing
home with the expectation
that he would never leave.
He didn’t know how right

he was.
“We’re stuck,” said the re-

tired paramedic, who moved
into the three-bedroom
house a month before Hurri-
cane Florence hit in 2018,

sending four feet of water in-
side. “There’s no way out for
me.”
For flood victims in Horry

County’s most vulnerable low
spots, there are few good op-
tions. Selling their property
means passing the risk on to
someone else, while restor-
ing it continues the same
cycle: flood, clean up, re-
build, flood again. Folks like
Cunningham have invested
so much that even if they
could sell their homes, they

couldn’t afford to take a hit
on the price.
That dilemma is why

county officials have made a
buyout program a central

component of their $30 mil-
lion request for flood mitiga-
tion and resiliency funding.
They submitted their pro-
posal to the S.C. Disaster Re-

covery Office on July 31.
Although some plans for

the money include stormwa-
ter infrastructure projects,
the county hopes to use
$17.7 million for buyouts,
which allow the government
to purchase properties that
have repeatedly flooded.
Those homeowners then
move, their former houses
are razed and the land is not
allowed to hold housing
again.
“We know that they’ve

been hurt the most and the
most consistently,” said
Courtney Frappaolo, Horry
County Government’s direc-
tor of community develop-
ment. “Probability shows
that they’re going to be hit
again. We’re working dili-
gently to help folks get out of
harm’s way.”
The county’s proposed

program would target spe-
cific communities, including

“It’s some place we can start. We can start to

relocate people in some of these extremely

vulnerable areas. That’s hopeful to me.”

Cam Crawford
Horry County councilman
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Remembering an officer
Family members, officers, friends and fishermen gather at the Myrtle
Beach State Park pier for part of the funeral services of Cpl. Michael Am-
brosino on Tuesday. Ambrosino was with the Horry County Police Depart-
ment where he served on Beach Patrol. He died this past week after a

battle with COVID-19. His family had asked for part of the service to be
held at the park’s pier because that is where he spent much of his time.
All public safety officers who die of COVID-19 are considered line of duty
deaths, according to an act from President Donald Trump. 

Horry schools
share surprising
transfer statistics
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

While some parents ex-
pressed worry on social media
earlier this week that their initial
registration for HCS Virtual was
not received correctly, Horry
County Schools officials want to
reassure them that information
is coming. 
“Parents who submitted an

application for K-12 HCS Virtual
by the Aug. 10 deadline will re-
ceive additional information
about getting started with K-12
HCS Virtual the week of Sept. 1,”
said HCS Spokesperson Lisa
Bourcier. “Information will be
emailed to parents and shared
on the website.”
However, if a parent has

signed up their child for HCS
Virtual before the deadline and
hasn’t received confirmation
from the school or district re-
garding their child’s enrollment,
they should email
HCSInfo@horrycountyschools.n
et with their child’s name and

Holiday shows expected to draw thousands to Conway

Man who crashed into North Myrtle candy

store faces larceny charge after stolen car report
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Police arrested a man Sat-
urday and charged him with
grand larceny and reckless
driving after he drove a white
BMW with New Jersey plates
into a North Myrtle Beach
candy store Friday morning,
according to an incident re-

port and online jail records. 
Jefari Davis, 25, of Syra-

cuse, N.Y., was booked into
the J. Reuben Long Detention
Center Saturday and was re-
leased on bond Sunday.
The same day that Davis

drove the BMW into the
candy shop, a woman con-
tacted North Myrtle police to
report that her 2018 Honda
Civic had been stolen from

the North Beach Plantation
parking garage. 
The report said surveil-

lance footage from the garage
showed two men, identified
in the report as Davis and an-
other man named Jerrell
Martel Allen, pacing back and
forth near the Honda and a
white BMW with New Jersey
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A man who
drove into a
North Myrtle
Beach candy
store Friday
morning was
charged with
grand larceny
and reckless
driving.
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