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It's settled.
The City of Loris on

Thursday joined other
Grand Strand municipali-
ties in approving a settle-
ment to resolve a lawsuit
over Horry County’s hospi-
tality fee.
Loris City Council gave

their approval Thursday
night following a discussion
behind closed doors. Every
other municipality and the
county had already signed
off on the deal.
The city’s support is key

because county officials
have said each Grand
Strand municipality needed
to approve the agreement
before it could be finalized.
Horry County Council

Chairman Johnny Gardner
said he was pleased to hear

that Loris had joined the
other cities. He said the
parties will now ask the S.C.
Supreme Court to take the
case back to a circuit court
judge to finalize the agree-
ment.
“I am relieved,” he said.

“Because if it’s the agree-
ment that I signed up for,
that county council worked
on, it’s a good one for every
citizen in Horry County.”
Neither county officials

nor any leaders from local
municipalities have been
willing to publicly discuss
the terms of the settlement,
outside of saying that it
does not include funding
for I-73, a proposed inter-
state that would connect
the Grand Strand with I-95.
The hospitality fee is a

1.5% levy that was collected
on all restaurant meals,
hotel stays and admission

tickets sold countywide
from the 1990s until a judge
forced the county to stop
collecting the fee last year.
The lawsuit stemmed

from Myrtle Beach leaders
aligning with other Horry
County municipalities to
stop the county from col-
lecting the fee within their
boundaries. It has wound
its way through several
courts, appeal processes,
mediation and finally the
state Supreme Court on
Aug. 19. The state's highest
court has not ruled on the
case yet.
Since the lawsuit was

filed last year, the county
has been barred from col-
lecting the fee within the
municipalities.
But in recent weeks, the

cities and the county have
come closer to settling the
dispute.

The Surfside Beach,
Atlantic Beach and Conway
councils met recently and
each agreed to the settle-
ment. The Myrtle Beach
City Council and Horry
County Council agreed on
the settlement on Aug. 18.
Aynor signed on Aug. 25.
North Myrtle Beach City

Council approved the deal
on Monday of this past
week.
The county used hospi-

tality fee revenues to pay
for road projects such as
S.C. 22 and S.C. 31.
But, as Myrtle Beach offi-

cials pointed out last year,
the road projects have been
paid off yet the county was
still collecting the fees with-
out any municipalities’
approval.
At one time, the money
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High 85, partly cloudy
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Low 73, partly cloudy
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High 86, partly cloudy
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Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, 581 SC-348, Loris, will
have Old Fashioned Harvest
Day Sunday, Oct. 4, beginning
at 10 a.m. Guys grab your bib
overalls and ladies your aprons
and bonnets as we come to
worship and remember the
early days of our Baptist her-
itage. The Rev. Allen Singletary,
pastor or Sinia Missionary
Baptist Church, Clarendon, N.C.,
will the guest speaker.

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each

Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. This
box contains nonperishable
food items and individuals in
need are encouraged to come
to the box. It is located inside
the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. “In
accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on

race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by
USDA. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means
of communication for program
information (e.g. Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should contact
the Agency (state or local)
where they applied for bene-
fits. Individuals who are deaf,
hard of hearing or have speech
disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.

Additionally, program informa-
tion may be made available in
languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of
discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda. gov/com-
plaint_filing_cust.html and at
any USDA office, or write a let-
ter addressed to USDA and pro-
vide in the letter all of the
information requested in the
form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Loris approves hospitality fee settlement
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Loris City Council approves hospitality fee settlement.
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Horry County’s mask
mandate will continue for
another 60 days.
County council members

on Tuesday voted to extend
the emergency policy,
which is designed to slow
the spread of COVID-19. 
In July, county council

approved an ordinance that
required people to wear
face coverings in many
public settings, including
retail stores. The 60-day
ordinance, which was set to
expire, applied to areas of
the county that are not
inside city limits.
Tuesday’s vote continues

that policy. However, the
way council approved the
extension sparked criticism.
The item was listed on

the council's consent agen-
da, a series of ordinances
and resolutions that council
members approve with a
single vote and typically
without extensive discus-
sion. It's essentially a rub-
ber stamp designed to
speed up the meeting. But
some county leaders want-
ed the ordinance to be
removed from the consent
agenda and debated pub-
licly.
That looked like it might

happen, but the effort to
change the agenda failed by
a 5-7 vote. Council mem-
bers Al Allen, Johnny

Vaught, Paul Prince, Danny
Hardee and chairman
Johnny Gardner were in the
minority. Councilmen
Dennis DiSabato, Cam
Crawford, Tyler Servant, Bill
Howard, Gary Loftus,
Harold Worley and Orton
Bellamy supported keeping
the agenda unchanged and
thus continuing the policy.
Allen blasted the move,

calling it “a dark day in
Horry County.” He pointed
out that items are routinely
moved from the consent
section to the main agenda
without opposition. 
"This is such an impor-

tant issue that it does not
need to go on the consent
agenda," he said. "The peo-
ple need to know what this

council is about to do. It is
terrible and it is tyranny to
try to slide something like
this over the people of
Horry County by putting it
in the consent agenda."
Under the policy, those

entering businesses are
required to wear face cover-
ings while inside those
establishments. Masks may
be removed to receive cer-
tain services, such as a hair-
cut, or for someone to eat a
meal at a restaurant.
Restaurants and retail

stores must also require
their employees to wear
masks, and the ordinance
also applies to personal
care providers such as nailJANET MORGAN / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

W.I. Jones of Aynor fought his way through COVID-19.

Horry County extends mask mandate for 60 days
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This year’s Loris Bog-Off is still planned for Oct. 17 but will be a modified version due to COVID-19.

Organizers planning

‘modified’ Loris

Bog-Off Festival
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The 2020 Loris Bog-Off is still planned for
the fall, though this year’s festival is shaping
up to be different than in years past.
“It will be a modified version,” said

Samantha Norris, executive director of the
Loris Chamber of Commerce.
She provided the city council with an update

on organizers’ plans Thursday.
This year’s Bog-Off is set for Oct. 17 and

would mark 41 years of the popular event.
Tens of thousands flock to downtown Loris

each year for the festival’s chicken bog cooking
contest, live entertainment, kids’ games and
other activities.
Norris said organizers plan to reach out to

the state Department of Commerce to get
clearance to hold the event.
The state agency -- which is communicating
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