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G
rab. Snip. Toss. Repeat. Grab. Snip. Toss. Repeat. Markel Dixon walks along a row of tobacco as high as his chest, 

suckering the top flowers off the plant. If he doesn’t, the tobacco will become too top heavy. Great-uncle Greg 

Dixon walks the row beside him, using scissors to clip the suckers off. 

Both use gloves so the stickiness doesn’t coat their hands. 

A fawn hops out from a row, looking for mama. 

Sometimes the mothers will leave the babies in the fields to sleep while they search for a meal. 

In an hour, Markel Dixon used both hands to rip out six ground suckers on a long row in one of the family’s 20-acre fields. 

“You’ll find them every once in a while,” he said. 

“Once you get the suckers out, you can focus on one thing.” 

That one thing: cropping ‘bacco. 

“It’s no sleep from here to September,” he said. 

He approaches a dead, brown tobacco plant wilted on the ground. 

“That one didn’t make it.” 

A few rows over, migrant workers are suckering tobacco, too. Some wearing jackets to protect themselves from the sun 

and ponchos over their jackets to stay dry from the morning dew still on the tobacco leaves. 

It’s barely 9 a.m. 

SEE TOBACCO, A14

Harvesting  
History

Time, tobacco and preserving a fading way of life

Markel Dixon gathers the tops and strips the stalks in August. “I want to keep my grandpa happy and keep doing, keeping the farm moving and growing every year,” he said of being the sixth generation to farm the land 
in western Horry County. Dixon Farms has been owned and operated by the Dixons since before the Civil War. Markel Dixon and his father Corey are taking over the daily operations of the farm as his grandfather Warren 
steps down. In addition to tobacco, the farm products include cattle, soybeans, corn and sweet potatoes.
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“The main thing is you have to be patient. I’d rather be working for family than anybody else.” 

Markel Dixon 

Sixth generation tobacco farmer 

Horry County leads the state in tobacco production. But in recent years, farmers have begun moving away from tobacco and transitioning to 

crops such as peanuts or sweet potatoes. The county’s tobacco production dropped by 43% between 1998 and 2018. This project examines the 

history of tobacco farming in Horry County, its future and the farmers still trying to make their living in the fields. 
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