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Slain officer known for dedication to others

‘A SERVANT’S HEART’ 
Officer Jacob Hancher 1997-2020

BY VIRAJ NAIK  •  VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

 

C
alling Jacob Hancher by his nickname — "Tiny" — 

was the ultimate irony. Yes, the Myrtle Beach police 

officer had the frame of an offensive lineman. But 

his friends remember his heart and ear-to-ear grin were out-

sized, too.   
“I’ve heard several people describe him as a big teddy bear, 

which is very accurate,” said Makaeley Coleman, a friend of 
Hancher’s and a fellow patrol officer with the Myrtle Beach 
Police Department. “I don’t think anyone disliked him in the 
slightest. He made everyone feel safe, he made everyone feel 
happy, and you just knew if he was coming to a call of yours 
he had your back 100%.” 

Hancher was killed in the line of duty Saturday night. He 
was 23 years old. 

Police were responding to a domestic dispute in the 400 
block of 14th Avenue South when they were confronted by 
20-year-old John Aycoth, who exchanged gunfire with offi-
cers. Hancher was killed, and another officer was injured. 
Aycoth also died during the shooting. 

Hancher is survived by his mother, stepfather, father, step-
mother, two sisters, three step-siblings, maternal and pater-
nal grandparents, step-paternal grandfather and several 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 

A public viewing will be held at 4 p.m. Thursday at the 
Myrtle Beach Convention Center followed by a public funer-
al service at the convention center at 2 p.m. Friday. 

 
HANCHER, A3 

Myrtle Beach officer Jacob Hancher was killed Saturday. He’s the 
third city officer to die in the line of duty and the first since 2002.

Members of Horry County Fire Rescue Station 45 gather on the Robert M. Grissom Bridge over U.S. 17 Bypass to honor Jacob Hancher as Myrtle Beach police escort his body to the Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston early Monday. Hancher, a Myrtle Beach police officer and volunteer at Station 45, was killed in the line of duty on Saturday while responding to a domestic dispute call in Myrtle Beach.

“He wanted to live a life of service. 

Everything he did was to help and give 

back.” 

Lt. Richard Green 
Worked with Hancher at Horry County Fire Rescue Station 45

“He made everyone feel safe, he made 

everyone feel happy, and you just knew if 

he was coming to a call of yours he had 

your back 100%.” 

Makaeley Coleman 
Worked with Hancher at the Myrtle Beach Police Department

Myrtle Beach police officers, friends and family gathered at the Ted 
C. Collins Law Enforcement Center Sunday to comfort one another 
after officer Jacob Hancher was killed Saturday night. Hancher had 
been with the Myrtle Beach police for about five years – nearly a 
year as a sworn officer and four as a community service officer. 

Flowers are left at the Ted C. Collins Law Enforcement Center after 
Myrtle Beach police officer Jacob Hancher was killed Saturday night. 
Hancher had been with the Myrtle Beach police for about five years 
– nearly a year as a sworn officer and four as a community service 
officer. Hancher was responding to a domestic dispute call at an 
apartment on the corner of 14th Avenue South and Yaupon Street. 
Another officer was injured in the incident and the gunman died.
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