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The Shoofly that once
chugged down Conway’s
Main Street is headed back
there, or at least a huge
original painting of it is,
thanks in part to the Coastal
Carolina Association of Re-
altors.
Tommy Simpson, the

same artist responsible for
having the F.G. Burroughs
riverboat greet motorists
who come into Conway
over the Main Street Memo-
rial Bridge, has drawn pre-
liminary sketches of the
train mural and will paint
the final design on the
Fourth Avenue side of River-
town Roasters. The $11,600
cost of the mural will be
shared by the City of Con-
way and the CCAR, whose
members were able to se-
cure a grant for their por-

tion of the cost.
The mural will be a major

focal point in the upgraded
Kingston Park at the corner
of Main Street and Fourth
Avenue.
In a written comment,

Lee Gallagher, deputy CEO
of Rivertown Roasters, said
that business donated its
wall to the city so the mural
would have a home. Simp-
son will use an old picture
of the 1838 steam engine
that was made in Beaufort
and shipped to Conway on
the water, according to Gal-
lagher.
“Yes, we’re excited,” she

wrote. “We’re thankful and
grateful and we felt that the
very least we could do was
donate the wall for a beauti-
ful mural.”
People who have been or-

ganizing the mural effort
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Main Street’s train will be back soon  

COURTESY

This is a preliminary drawing of the mural that is to be
painted on the outside wall of Rivertown Roasters. Support-

ers of the mural hope work can begin shortly after the first
of the year and be complete sometime this spring.
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Conner Howell donned his Santa hat and headed to Con-
way’s Main Street Saturday morning with throngs of other
folks to enjoy this year’s Christmas parade. Despite the
cold and misting rain, Conner was all smiles as he waited

for the procession to hit Tenth Avenue. Two floats had no
riders and all three bands were forced to cancel, but the
parade and the buckets of candy tossed out were still hits
with the crowd. See more pictures on P. B1.

SANTA’S HELPER!
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A panel of South Carolina
senators wants to see re-
forms in the state’s mental
health system after two pa-
tients died while being
transported in an Horry
County Sheriff’s Office van
in September.
Sen. Marlon Kimpson, D-

Charleston, who leads the
panel, said the board has
worked on a draft of legisla-
tion to address issues

brought up at a prior hear-
ing of a subcommittee
studying the problem that
includes requiring special
training for the trans-
porters and making sure
families know they can
transport their own family
members.
The subcommittee’s plan

is to submit legislation for
lawmakers’ upcoming ses-
sion, which could be pre-
filed as soon as this week.
One change would re-

quire law enforcement offi-

cers who transport mental
health patients to undergo
crisis intervention training.
The state senator men-

tioned that Charleston
County’s Sheriff’s Office re-
quires specialized training
for deputies handling
transport duties.
Another reform the com-

mittee is considering would
require agencies to notify
family members that they
have the option of trans-
porting a patient them-
selves.

“What we heard is…the
family members (of Wendy
Green and Nicolette New-
ton) did not know that they
had that option,” Kimpson
said.
On Sept. 18, two deputies

were transporting 45-year-
old Wendy Newton of Shal-
lotte, N.C., and Nicolette
Green, a 43-year-old from
Myrtle Beach, when their
van was overtaken by
floodwaters in Marion

State lawmakers look toward change, drafting legislation

following deaths of mental health patients in sheriff ’s van
Coastal towns suing
Trump Administration
over seismic testing
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North Myrtle Beach, Briar-
cliffe Acres, Pawleys Island
and more than a dozen other
South Carolina coastal mu-
nicipalities joined the South
Carolina Small Business
Chamber of Commerce in
suing the Trump Administra-

tion hoping to stop seismic
testing near the Carolina
coast.
Environmental groups

contend the testing can
cause a host of problems for
marine life, especially ocean
mammals. The complaint,
filed Tuesday in federal court
in Charleston, names the
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Conway City Councilman
Ashley Smith expressed sur-
prise recently when he
learned that his daughter is
within the age range of girls
targeted by sex traffickers.
He got the sobering infor-

mation that sex traffickers
typically target girls 12 to 14-
years-old at a recent council
workshop meeting when the
chairman of the S.C. Coastal
Region of the Human Traf-
ficking Task Force appealed
to the Conway City Council
to start now fighting human
trafficking that is moving
quickly into this area.
“It’s scary,” Smith said of

the human trafficking prob-
lem. “It’s something we need
to be aware of. We need to be
progressive about it.”
He wants to work closely

with the State’s attorney and
perhaps build a coalition of
nearby cities to tackle the
problem.
“It opened my eyes,” he

said about Georgetown resi-
dent Patty Jackson’s presen-
tation. “I knew it was going
on, but you never think it
would go on in Myrtle Beach

and around here.”
Jackson is working with a

group recruited by the S.C.
Attorney General’s office to
bring the shadowy problem
out into the open in hopes of
stemming its growth.
“It’s very real,” Jackson told

the group. “It is the exploita-
tion of adults and children
and it’s going on in the
coastal region of South Car-
olina.”
Jackson said human traf-

fickers tend to prey on young
girls, especially runaways,
foster children and immi-
grants who don’t understand
United States laws or depor-
tation.
But, she said, anyone at

the wrong place at the wrong
time is susceptible to being
abducted.
The traffickers use force,

rape, beatings, restraint and
threats that a family member
will be beaten or killed to
convince victims to cooper-
ate.
Jackson said sometimes

they use promises of jobs.
The traffickers rent out

their victims typically in the
sex trade, but they are also

Conway council

urged to head off

human trafficking
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