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GRADUATES CELEBRATE!

Young musician brings elegance to the strings of a harp
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ETTIE.NEWLANDS@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Even at 14, there’s an ele-
gance about Audrey Rickert
that makes her being a
harpist not at all surprising. 
She’s tall, she’s slim, she

sits with her back straight
and her hair cascading well
beyond her shoulders.
Her teacher, professional

harpist Nancy Brennand,
describes her as “an amaz-
ing student with an innate
feeling for phraseology and
musicality.”
It might have something

to do with genes.
Her mother, Kathryn, and

her Aunt Margaret Johnston
play the flute. Her Aunt
Louise Covington plays the
cello and the violin. Her
“Granna” Robin Duncan is a
pianist and a music teacher.
It might also have some-

thing to do with commit-
ment.

The instrument captured
her attention when she was
8-years-old, she started tak-
ing lessons when she was 9,
and she practices every day.
Her Mom says she often

has to remind Audrey to
“take a break and go have
some fun.”
Along with the manda-

tory piano lessons Kathryn
and Doug Rickert’s seven
children will have, they’ll be
encouraged to choose a sec-
ond instrument to study.
“I want them to take two

years of basic piano to learn
to read music and to learn
rhythm,” Kathryn Rickert
says about the children who
range in age from 14 to just
over a year.
“I had an app where I

could listen to experts play,
and I listened over and over
again to the harp, and I
liked how pretty it was,” Au-
drey says about why she
chose the harp.
In 2018, she joined the

Long Bay Youth Symphony,
taking her teacher’s place as
the youth symphony’s only
harpist.
In December 2019, she

played for the Myrtle Beach
Dickens Show Luncheon &
Tea.
In February, she won

third place in the Long Bay
Youth Symphony’s 2020
Concerto Competition,
playing “Andantino,” from
Mozart’s Concerto in C
Major for Harp and Flute,
KV299.
In March, she presented

“An Evening of Harp Music”
for the Mullins Choral Club.
Audrey says she still gets

nervous when she performs
in public, but her Mom says
it’s more excitement than
nervousness. 
The harp is heavy, Audrey

says, especially since she
changed from a lever harp
to a pedal harp after two
years.
Doug Rickert, who owns a

lawn maintenance busi-
ness, helps transport the
harp that his daughter de-
scribes as “big and cumber-
some.”
Brennand, who has been

principal harpist and soloist
with the American Sym-
phony under Stokowski at
Carnagie Hall, has held po-
sitions as harpist with the
Hudson Valley Philhar-
monic, Chautauqua Sym-
phony and the Baltimore
Symphony.
About Audrey Rickert, she

says, “It’s not like a student
playing, it’s like a musician
playing. Phrasing is your
feeling, and it’s not me-
chanical. It gives, and you
understand what the musi-
cian is after.
“Audrey has a natural

feeling for that, and she also
has very good technique.
“There’s something about

her,” her teacher says. “She’s
Pictured are Audrey Rickert, right, and her harp teacher,
Nancy Brennand.
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Conway High senior Sage Jordan receives her diploma. Despite fears
of the COVID-19 virus, most Horry County schools offered gradua-

tion ceremonies to seniors who wanted to participate.

'There is no set path': Horry County students
celebrate 2020 graduation amid COVID-19
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Throughout Horry County
Tuesday morning, schools began
holding group graduations. Myrtle
Beach, North Myrtle Beach, St.
James, Loris and Conway held cer-
emonies on the schools’ football
fields. Socastee, Aynor, Green Sea
Floyds and the Early College High
School held their graduations yes-
terday. Carolina Forest High, the
district’s largest school, could not
hold one ceremony for all the stu-
dents because of concerns about
social distancing. 
School district officials initially

planned to hold virtual cere-
monies for each school, but they

changed their minds after a back-
lash from seniors and parents.
The students, like others across

the country, have had the last few
months of their senior year dic-
tated by new social norm rules be-
cause of the pandemic. They’ve
had classes via Zoom meetings
and completed assignments via
digital services.

Conway High School
For the first time in a decade,

Conway High School held gradua-
tion on the school’s football field.
“I’m really excited,” said senior

Brittany Montgomery, reflecting
on her educational journey. “It’s
been 13 years in the making.” 
There were 223 seniors who

opted for the group graduation, in
which students were spaced six
feet apart on the field, wore masks,
and were allowed only two guests
each in the stands. Fifty-six of the
graduates opted for no ceremony,
and 67 decided to have individual
ones with more family members
instead. 
Senior Cody Johnson said he

was relieved to be graduating, and
when he heard school officials
were working hard to provide an
in-person graduation, he felt hon-
ored. 
“I’m proud of myself that I got

through it all,” Johnson said. 
It was an especially important

day for Dorothy Fetzer, who had
two sons receiving their diplomas

that day. Her son Trevor, who has
autism, and his brother Dustin
stood proudly in their caps and
gowns. 
“I finally did it,” Trevor Fetzer

said with a smile. 
Senior Robert Smith said he

wasn’t worried about what type of
graduation they would have. 
“As long as I get my diploma,”

he joked. 
Principal Lee James, who begins

new duties as a principal specialist
for learning services for the school
district on July 1, addressed the
students fondly, saying he hated
they missed so many of the tradi-
tional “lasts” of senior year. 
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Proposed city

budget increases

numerous fees
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway’s proposed budget for 2020-
21 will increase by 2.57 percent over the
current budget moving from $46.9 mil-
lion to $48.1 million, according to infor-
mation provided by finance director
Allison Williams.
Although there was some concern ex-

pressed by council members about cov-
ering the budget in light of recent
economic problems caused by COVID-
19, Williams said the city appears to be
on track with its predictions so far, and if
the city doesn’t collect as much as it ex-
pects to, it can delay some of its large ex-
penditures until later in the year or even
in future years.
The budget year begins July 1.
The General Fund budget will actually

decrease by 2.64 percent, according to
the projections. That includes a 54.52
percent decrease in capital expenses.
Money is expected to come primarily

and almost equally from taxes and li-

City Council
gives sand
mine first okay
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Despite concerns from environmen-
talists and a previous rejection of a mine
off of Depot Road, six members of Con-
way City Council gave the sand mine its
first okay Monday night.
Councilman William Goldfinch re-

cused himself from the vote.
City clerk Barbara Tessier read several

letters from people who don’t want the
mine and updated council on a petition
signed by more than 120 people that had
been circulated in opposition to the
mine. However, in response to questions
by council, Tessier said less than 40 of
the people who signed the petition live
in either the 29526 or 29527 zip code.
Waccamaw Riverkeeper Cara

Schildtknecht told council she was ex-
cited and invigorated to learn that so
many people had stood up for protect-
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