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MAY VOTE ON HOSPITALITY 

FEE DEAL THIS WEEK, A7

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County leaders on Tues-

day began hammering out the 
framework for a development 
agreement that could help clear 
the way for the construction of a 
hospital in Carolina Forest. 

Although few details about the 
potential deal have been released, 
the intent of the proposal is to give 
Conway Medical Center the zon-

ing change it 
needs to build a 
50-bed hospital 
on International 
Drive. A draft of 
the contract 
would go to the 
planning com-
mission for re-
view before com-
ing to county 

council in late spring or early sum-
mer. 

“We came to an agreement that 
we feel like will work,” said Horry 
County Councilman Johnny 
Vaught, who met with CMC staff, 
county planning officials and state 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) leaders Tuesday morning. 
“We’ve got to work out the details, 
of course. … It will be a totally new 
deal from what it was before.” 

Last month, council members 
postponed a vote on rezoning a 
nearly 360-acre tract for the pro-

posed $161 million hospital. 
County officials said they wanted 
to meet with neighbors and state 
wildlife officials who oppose the 
project to see if they could reach a 
compromise with hospital staff. 
Some leaders planned to vote on 
the rezoning Tuesday night, but 
the county didn’t even put the item 
on this week’s agenda because all 
the stakeholders were not able to 
discuss the issues surrounding the 
project until the morning of the 

council meeting. 
At Tuesday’s discussion, the par-

ties talked about halting the rezon-
ing process. That would allow the 
county and CMC time to draft a 
development agreement that 
would specify the exact location of 
the project and any other consid-
erations, including berms and 
buffers.  

If the agreement is approved by 
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Michael Bye is on a waiting 

list for the COVID-19 vaccine 
at Conway Medical Center. 

The 74-year-old Myrtle 
Beach area man knows he’ll 
get that first shot at some 
point. He just doesn’t know 
when that will be. 

“I mean, they’re doing what 
they can,” he said. “You know 
the hospitals are giving it out 
when they get it (the vaccine) 
but we just ain’t getting it,” 
said Bye as he took a break 
from rounding up the grocery 
carts in the parking lot of 
Lowes Foods in Surfside 
Beach.  

“Obviously we ticked some-
body off real bad. If they’d just 
tell us what we did, we’d 
promise we’d never do it 
again.” 

To say that getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine — or not 
getting it — is being talked 
about just about everywhere 
in Horry County is putting it 
mildly. The topic comes up in 
diners, grocery stores, schools 
and businesses, government 
offices, at neighborhood 
meetings or just on the street. 

That’s not surprising given 
the fact that as of Jan. 31, 6,336 
people in South Carolina had 
died from COVID-19, while 
almost 400,000 in the  
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Of all the qualities Horry County 

Board of Education Vice Chairman 
John Poston possessed, the one 
mentioned the most was that he 
was a man of integrity. 

“John was a stand-up guy. Hon-
esty and integrity led his life. He was 
very involved in his children’s lives, 
and loved his wife and his children,” 
said Tom Anderson, who has 

known Poston 
and his family for 
almost 20 years. 
“I’m still stunned. 
I was really antici-
pating him com-
ing home.” 

Poston, 52, died 
Saturday after 
being hospitalized 
with COVID-19 

complications in late December. He 
had been on a ventilator for more 

than two weeks. He leaves behind 
his wife, Robin, and three children: 
Henry, Mary and Abby. 

Horry County Schools issued a 
statement late Saturday: “He 
worked tirelessly for our students 
and staff and served our school 
communities with great honor and 
adoration. Our sincere condolences 
to his family and friends, and we 
pray for their comfort during these 
difficult times.” 

Born in Lake City, Poston was a 

civil engineer, having received de-
grees from Francis Marion Univer-
sity and Clemson University, ac-
cording to his obituary. He was first 
elected to the school board in 2008, 
representing the District 8 seat that 
includes part of Carolina Forest and 
Conway. When board chairman 
Ken Richardson was elected as 
chairman, he made Poston his vice 
chairman. He was preparing to do it 
again. 

“When it came to parliamentary 

stuff, John is as smart as I’ve ever 
seen,” Richardson said. “I knew 
when I got elected that John was 
going to be my vice chairman be-
cause I had that much confidence 
in him. He had been on the board 
that long and a guy that sharp, no-
body had ever given him the chance 
to be vice chairman.” 

Poston and Richardson could 
often disagree, the chairman said. 
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Friends, colleagues remember school board member John Poston

Poston

County, CMC eye development agreement for Carolina Forest hospital

WHEN CAN WE GET THE VACCINE?
High demand, limited supply lead to frustrating wait for some

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Ashley McDaniel fills vials of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at the Socastee Conway Medical Center campus on Tuesday, Jan. 19. 
The facility is allowing those 70 years old and older to apply so vaccine appointments can be scheduled. 

Poston, whose district included part of Carolina Forest, died last week from COVID-19 complications 
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Horry County Board of Education 

Chairman Ken Richardson an-
nounced Wednesday that he will not 

seek reelection and 
instead pursue the 
7th Congressional 
District seat. 

The current occu-
pant of that post, 
U.S. Rep. Tom Rice, 
R-Myrtle Beach, won 
his fifth term in No-
vember, but Rice has 
faced a backlash 

from state and local Republicans for 
his vote to impeach former President 
Donald Trump last month. On Satur-
day, the South Carolina GOP voted to 
formally censure Rice. 

“I am 100 percent dedicated to tak-
ing Tom Rice out of Congress,” 
Richardson said in a news release.  “I 
want to thank the voters for placing 
their trust in me as school board 
chairman. I believe we have made a 
lot of progress within the school dis-
trict and will continue to do my very 
best for the students of the Horry 
County in the two years I have left in 
office.” 

Before being elected to the school 
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Richardson  
announces run for 

Congress, won’t 
seek reelection to 

school board 

Richardson

Vaught
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