
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

About a month ago, Tony
Casey parked at Ocean Bay El-
ementary School and ran
down International Drive. 
The 32-year-old Myrtle

Beach man churned all the
way to S.C. 90 and made the
return trip, which is just north
of 10 miles. So the course
wasn’t unfamiliar Sunday
morning when he won the 5K
International Drive Road Race.

He also placed third in the 12K
event.
“I knew what I was getting

into,” he said. “You’ve got to
train for the course.”
Casey was among hundreds

of runners to pound through
the second annual event,
which also included a one-
mile fun run. About 500 people
registered for this year’s races.
Casey surprised himself

when he pulled away from the
pack. A public information of-
ficer for Horry County Fire Res-

cue, he had spoken with other
racers about last year’s event
and they had told him to pre-
pare for tough competition. He
wasn’t expecting to win.
“It’s wide open to locals,

which is nice,” he said. “It’s
usually a really competitive
field. There was a little bit of an
opening to run fast today, and I
guess I took it.”
Runners offered different

reasons for giving up a Sunday
morning to jog through the
pines of Carolina Forest.

Conway Police Chief Dale
Long ran the 5K in his full uni-
form, including his duty shoes.
Long did the same thing

during the Reindeer Run in
Conway last year and the re-
sponse was so positive he fig-
ured he’d give a repeat
performance on International
Drive.
Pointing to the CPD patch

on his shoulder, Long said
races give police officers a
chance to interact with the
public in an upbeat environ-

ment.
“It’s just to get people to be

like, ‘Hey, who’s that depart-
ment out there?’” he said. “Be-
cause I’ve heard so many
favorable comments from it.
That’s a goal of mine is to have
more community engagement
for the fun things like this, not
just showing up when there’s
something bad going on.”
Long wasn’t the only law en-

forcement officer in the race.
Husband and wife Zack and

Phoebe Konopka are correc-

tional officers. His job is in
Georgetown County and she
works in Horry County. They
live in the Yauhannah area
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Successful turkey hunting requires
lots of patience and a little luck
BY ROBERT ANDERSON
ROBERT.ANDERSON@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There aren’t a lot of reasons
why Ricky Blake would set his
alarm clock for 4:30 a.m. on a
crisp spring morning.
The opportunity to bag a

gobbler, however, is an oppor-
tunity that excites the Con-

wayite enough to make him
forego an extra hour or two of
sleep.
“You have to get there be-

fore daylight,” Blake said. “If
you know where they roosted
the night before you can go
ahead and set up. They like to
roost over water. I’ve heard if
they can hear their droppings
they feel a lot safer. 

“If you don’t know where
they are, you can go to the
area you know they frequent
or have been seen and wait
until just before daylight
when the owls hoot and make
the turkeys gobble.”
Blake’s hunting grounds is a

100-acre farm in the Lake
Swamp community near Fin-
klea that is owned by his wife,

Pam, and other members of
her family.
The land was purchased

through a King’s grant, and
once served as a meeting
place where General Francis
Marion and other American
Revolutionary War officers
met to strategize their cam-
paign against the British occu-
pation forces.

“The swamp around there
used to be deep enough it was
navigable and could be used
to bring supplies to be used
against the British,” Blake
said.

The old home place on the
property was donated to the
Horry County Historical Soci-
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Ricky Blake shows off some of the trophies from his turkey hunting exploits including the tail fan, beard and spurs.

TURKEY HUNTING, A3

Final Sunhouse trial begins May 6
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A Loris man told an Horry
County police detective that
he didn’t kill a clerk in a
Longs area convenience
store in 2015, but on a
recorded statement made to
the police officer he said
several times that he shot

Bala Paruchuri.
“I ain’t kill nobody man,”

Jerome Jenkins told Detec-
tive Gregory Lent, whom he
had called to the jail to talk
about the killing.
Jenkins is charged with

two counts of murder, one
for the killing of Paruchuri
in a Sunhouse convenience
store on Red Bluff Road and

S.C. 905 near Longs, and
one for the killing of Trisha
Stull in a Sunhouse conven-
ience store on Oak Street at
Cultra Road in Conway.
However, the State plans to
move forward only on the
killing of Paruchuri when
Jenkins’ penalty trial starts
May 6.
If he is found guilty of

murdering Paruchuri, the
State will likely use some of
the information about
Stull’s death in the penalty
phase of the trial.
Jenkins spoke with Lent

four times; all four meetings
were recorded and one of
them was played in an
Horry County courtroom
Thursday morning as Jenk-

ins’ attorney Ralph Wilson
argued that Jenkins was not
properly given his rights be-
fore he spoke with Lent.
However, Circuit Judge

Robert Hood disagreed, and
ruled that the recordings
can be played in Jenkins’
trial. If Jenkins is convicted
of murder, a death penalty
phase will follow. The total

trial, if Jenkins is convicted
of murder, is expected to
take two weeks.
Horry County Clerk of

Court Renee Elvis told Hood
that, as of Thursday, about
160 jurors had completed
and returned the informa-
tion sent to them regarding

FINAL SUNHOUSE TRIAL, A2

International Drive Road Race: A chance to bond, be seen and compete

RACE, A5

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway City Council-
woman Jean Timbes can re-
member only one other
issue in her long tenure as a
councilwoman that brought
her as many letters, phone
calls. emails and personal
contacts as the redevelop-
ment of the Conway golf
course has.
The other high-interest

issue was consideration of a
smoking ban in Downtown
Conway.
But there’s a difference in

the comments she’s received
in these two situations. Her
input on the smoking ban
was split, but it’s all going
one way in the annexation
and zoning of the former
golf course property.
“My mind is made up,”

she said, adding that it has
been since Day One.
A request from developer

Forrest Beverly at council’s
previous meeting, due to the
inability of his engineer to
attend that meeting, was for
the issue to be tabled until
council could hold another
meeting and hear from her.
Council will hold that

meeting Monday afternoon
beginning at 4 p.m., just be-
fore its regular 5:30 p.m.
meeting when council is ex-
pected to take a final vote on
the issue.
Councilman William

Goldfinch thinks voting so
quickly is a mistake because
the concerned citizens,
many of them victims of
Hurricane Florence’s
flooding, and some coun-
cil members don’t have all

Flood
meeting
set for
Monday
at 4 p.m.

MEETING, A11
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