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A voters guide to Horry County candidates 

PREP FOR THE PRIMARY

Denzell Small looks at the Myrtle Beach Police 
officers minutes before the officers began 
advancing on the crowd during a protest on Sunday. 
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Strand seniors celebrate graduation 

despite district’s COVID-19 limits
FROM STAFF REPORTS 
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They came to him in the fall asking if their 

graduation ceremony could be different 
from years past. They wanted the ceremony 
moved from the auditorium to the football 
field. 

“I had no idea what lengths you would 
take to make this happen,” said Myrtle 
Beach High School Principal Zachary Mc-
Quigg, standing in the end zone looking out 

at about 240 students flanked by a pair of 
loved ones. 

Only a handful of folks sat in the alu-
minum seats of Doug Shaw Memorial Stadi-
um to comply with social distancing guide-
lines in the wake of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. 

But these students, some present in the 
stadium and some watching online, know 

GRADUATION, A11 
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Myrtle Beach 
High School’s 
Ajuwon 
Anderson posts 
a live video of 
him moving his 
tassel as he and 
about 240 
classmates 
attend the 
graduation 
ceremony on 
Tuesday.
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his election will be a little different. 
When voters go the primaries Tuesday, nearly two dozen precincts 

will have moved. Amid concerns about COVID-19, there’s been a short-
age of poll workers and polling sites, meaning voters could face longer 

lines Tuesday. 
Many locals have taken advantage of the “no excuse” absentee voting that 

state lawmakers made available. Unlike typical absentee voting, voters do not 
need to meet a specific qualification to cast an absentee ballot. 

As of Monday, more than 1,000 people had voted at the Horry County elec-
tions office in Conway. Nearly 13,000 had requested absentee ballots and just 
under 8,000 of those had been returned. To get an idea how busy that is, consid-
er that the 2016 primary had about 1,100 absentee votes and in 2018 there were 
just over 1,600, said Sandy Martin, director of the county elections office. She 
said six employees from the 15th Circuit Solicitor’s Office have been helping her 
staff process all the absentee ballots. 

On Election Day, officials are also taking precautions to keep voters and poll 
workers safe. There are plans for keeping the equipment clean and machines 
are expected to be at least six feet apart.   

Voters should make sure their address is updated, that they bring a photo ID, 
and that they are going to the right polling place. 

Election officials are asking voters to wear a mask if they have one, bring their 
own pen for signing the poll list and practice social distancing. 

As the elections office notes, “We are all in this together.” 
For complete election coverage, start on Page A6. 
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