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Weather
High 78, 80% rain

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 68, cloudy

THURSDAY

High 85, mostly cloudy

FRIDAY

High 85, sunny

SATURDAY

High 86, sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Cane Branch Baptist Church,
760 Cane Branch Road, Loris,
will have Vacation Bible
School June 9 -14 at 6:30
p.m.

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,
4301 Red Bluff Road, Loris,
will begin their Vacation
Bible School July 8-12 from
6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. There will
be classes for all ages.
Please make plans to attend
and get ready to go “Into
the Wild”! There will be lots
of fun, games, crafts and
exciting Bible stories!

Friday, July 12, is commence-
ment and family night at
6:30 p.m. Pastor Rodney
Hord and congregation
extends a warm welcome to
everyone. For more informa-
tion, call (843) 756-6221.

Good Hope Baptist Church,
6101 Privetts Rd., Conway,
will have Vacation Bible
School July 7-10, 6 p.m. –
8:30 p.m.

A Niagara Falls and Toronto
trip is planned for Sunday
through Saturday, Sept. 22-

28, $625 per person based
on double occupancy.
Leaving from 2020 Daisy
Rd., Loris, the trip will
include motorcoach trans-
portation, six nights lodging
including four consecutive
nights in the Niagara Falls
area, 10 meals: six break-
fasts and four dinners, guid-
ed tours of Niagara Falls
and Toronto, a visit to Casa
Lomaj (Canada’s most mag-
nificent castle), a visit to
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
Queen Victoria Park, and a
journey to the falls on a

‘Hornblower Niagara Cruise’.
A valid U.S. Passport or U.S.
Passport Card is required for
the tour.
For more information call
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individ-
uals in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It will
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Horry County’s top emergency management official headed to Conway Medical Center 
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Randy Webster just fin-
ished his 30th year with
Horry County Government.
There won’t be a 31st.
The county’s director of

emergency management
will be retiring July 31 to
take a job with Conway
Medical Center. 
“I’ve always prided

myself on getting it done
and getting it done right
and building this program,”
he said. “Overall, it’s been
good to me and I feel like
I’ve contributed to this
community.” 
Webster, who turned 55

on Wednesday, will be
CMC’s emergency pre-
paredness and environ-
mental compliance direc-
tor. He starts Aug. 1.
“It’s not like I’m changing

careers,” he said. “Just
changing locations and
reducing responsibility
tremendously. … [It’s] a
new chapter doing the
same work in a different
way.”
Webster will help CMC

staff prepare for disasters
such as a hurricane or flood
and manage the response
to those events. He will also
be responsible for ensuring
the organization stays in
compliance with environ-
mental regulations, includ-

ing those rules governing
hazardous materials. 

In his new role, Webster
will not only oversee emer-

gency preparedness at the
hospital in Conway, but
also at the organization’s
other healthcare facilities as
well. He will maintain
CMC's emergency manage-
ment plan for events both
inside and outside facilities
and train staff to deal with
those emergencies.
"When the position

became available with the
resignation of the previous
director, we could not have
found a more qualified
applicant during our job
search than Randy
Webster," said Kevin Lovett,
CMC's vice president of
facilities and operations.
"His depth of knowledge
and expertise in this area is

unmatched. As he moves
into this position, we
expect some of the job
responsibilities to be fluid
and change to align with
his experience."
Webster began working

for the county as a para-
medic on May 6, 1989, just
a few months before
Hurricane Hugo blasted the
Grand Strand. He worked
his way up to emergency
management director in
2003, and in that position
he shepherded the county
through the flood of 2015,
Hurricane Matthew in 2016
and Hurricane Florence last
fall.

Webster
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Each morning Carolyn Prince-Holt recited the pledge of allegiance with the children and sang “Jesus Loves Me” before
coloring. She read the story of Noah from the children’s Bible and the fairy tales of Snow White and Sleeping Beauty.   

After 46 years, Mrs. Carolyn closes
Jack and Jill Nursery School
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Tonya Blanton steeled her-
self as she pulled into the
driveway of Jack and Jill
Nursery School.
She swore she’d stay com-

posed. No crying. Just act the
way she always did when pick-
ing up her 3-year-old daughter
Briar. Her son Patrick, now 14,
had gone to Jack and Jill too,
and Blanton herself first went
to the brick house on Red Bluff
Road when she was six weeks
old. 
But when the door swung

open and she stepped inside
the room of Curious George
books and Snow White fig-
urines for the last time, Blanton
couldn’t help herself. The 37-
year-old squalled like the nurs-
ery’s infants.  

“You feel like you’re losing
part of your family,” she said.
“She’s just been an awesome
lady. … Her heart was in it
every day.”
That lady is Carolyn Prince-

Holt, or Mrs. Carolyn to the
generations of boys and girls
she’s raised in her tiny pre-
school in the cornfields of the
Mt. Vernon community. For 46
years, she got up before dawn
to prepare for her little ones.
She recited the pledge of alle-
giance with them each morn-
ing and sang “Jesus Loves Me”
before coloring. She read the
story of Noah from the chil-
dren’s Bible and the fairy tales
of Snow White and Sleeping
Beauty. She cuddled, rocked
and whispered to so many
babies her family long ago lost
count. 
But at 73, Mrs. Carolyn is

finally ready to retire. She and
her husband have taken their
Harley Davidson to the lower
48 states. Alaska is calling, and
this summer they will make
that trip. Jack and Jill closed
Friday afternoon.
“That was a big, hard deci-

sion,” she said.
Getting to this point, though,

has taken prodding from her
husband and sons. They want
her to travel and relax, not
obsess over diapers and sched-
ules. For years, Mrs. Carolyn
objected to retirement because
she worried what would hap-
pen to the area between Longs
and Loris if she shuddered the
low-cost childcare option so
many turned to.

“What are these people
going to do?” she would often
ask when someone mentioned
closing.

And Mrs. Carolyn knows
those people.
At Loris High School football

games, she’s a celebrity.
Constant hugs. Folks remem-
ber the person who taught
them how to tie their shoes. 
And for years, people have

also wanted to know how long
she’d continue her nursery.
They’d tell her about a son or
daughter who was preparing to
become a parent or beg her to
keep going for a few more
years until they could have a
kid to bring to her.
“Everybody out in that world

knows her,” said Danny Knight,
a former Horry County admin-
istrator whose daughter Kristi
attended Jack and Jill decades
ago. “So many people learned
at that place.”

You can talk issues

with the mayor

over a cup of coffee
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Do you have something
on your mind you would like
to discuss with the mayor of
Loris but do not want to do
it in front of a crowd at a city
council meeting?
Todd Harrelson, who has

been acting mayor since the
death of Mayor Henry
Nichols, has started a new
program to meet with resi-
dents in a very casual set-
ting.
Coffee with the Mayor is

something Harrelson
launched last month and is
something he said he will
continue if he is elected to

continue serving as mayor.
(Note: At this week’s Loris

Scene press deadline, it was
unknown who won the
runoff between Harrelson
and City Councilman
Michael Suggs.)
The concept is simple.

Every other Thursday,
Harrelson will be at a restau-
rant in Loris and will spend
time talking with people
about their concerns as they
enjoy a cup of coffee togeth-
er.
“I feel like everybody who

wants to talk to somebody
doesn’t necessarily want to
do it in front of [reporters] or
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Registering your vehicle

in Horry County is about

to get much easier
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County residents
will soon be able to pick
up their vehicle registra-
tion and decal at the
moment they pay their
taxes. 
Although this service is

already offered in dozens
of counties across the
state, Horry will be the
only one that doesn’t
charge an additional fee
for it, Treasurer Angie
Jones said.
“It’s a huge benefit,” she

said. “When I was cam-
paigning, people told me
they’d pay $10 for that
service.”
County officials hope

the new decal system will
be in place by August.

They said funding for the
program was included in
the $532 million budget
county council approved
last week.
Traditionally, when peo-

ple go to the treasurer’s
office to pay their car
taxes, they receive a
receipt but they don’t get a
decal until the S.C.
Department of Motor
Vehicles mails it to them
days later. Under the new
system, that decal and
registration paperwork
could be provided to the
taxpayer as soon as the
bill is paid.
“I can hand it to you,”

Jones said.
Those who mail in their

tax payments will still
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‘HER HEART WAS IN IT EVERY DAY’ 

JACK AND JILL, A2
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