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Conway officials are hearing the public’s 
input into the Downtown Master Plan on 
Thursday during a city planning commis-
sion meeting. 

Conway’s Community Appearance Board 
received an update on the city’s Downtown 
Master Plan last week in preparation for the 
Conway Planning Commission’s public 
hearing Nov. 3, a step on the path to a final 

review of the document. 
Conway’s Planning and Development Di-

rector Allison Hardin told the seven mem-
bers of the CAB that city staff is working to 
come up with a final recommendation so it 
can be sent to Conway City Council for its 
approval.  

Conway spokeswoman June Wood said 
that could happen sometime in November. 

The plan was first developed in 2017 but 
was updated in 2021 by the team of 
Boudreaux, Arnett Muldrow, Toole Design 

and Mahan Rykiel Associates with its focus 
on the next five years. 

Some of the items in the plan have al-
ready been accomplished, like building an 
amphitheater and connecting it to the 
riverfront. The theater, which has been 
dubbed The Terrace, is right outside of the 
newly remodeled Planning and Building of-
fice at 196 Laurel St. 

Two of the things the updated report calls 
for include expansion of the Riverwalk and 
a connection between Downtown Conway, 

Coastal Carolina University and Horry-
Georgetown Technical College. It empha-
sizes the importance of bringing more 
young people downtown. 

Hardin added that the people who at-
tended several charrettes and responded on 
the website said the Waccamaw River and 
the town’s historic feel, its sense of commu-
nity, landscaping and hospitality are things 
they like best about the city. 
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Community asked to weigh in on Downtown Conway’s future

Horry leaders discuss scaling back building requirements in county flood zones
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Some neighborhoods that 
flooded during Hurricane 
Florence could see scaled-
back building standards if 
Horry County Council ap-
proves a proposed revision 
to the county's flood ordi-
nance. 

County leaders on Tues-
day voted against a proposal 
that would reduce the height 
requirements for construc-
tion in the recently approved 
supplemental flood zones, 
but they left open the possi-
bility of revisiting the issue 
later this month. These 
zones extend beyond the 
areas outlined in federal 
flood maps to include land 
that saw flooding during 
Florence’s 2018 deluge. 

"I am supportive of taking 
a closer look at what we did, 
but I just think we need to 
do it with more study," said 
Horry County Councilman 
Dennis DiSabato, who voted 
against changing the flood 
ordinance.  

The proposed amendment 
called for reducing the 
building height requirement 
in the supplemental flood 
zones from 3 feet above the 
Florence floodwater level to 
2 feet. However, the proposal 
has rankled some flood vic-
tim advocates and council 
members who oppose 
changing the policy without 
a data-based reason. 

“Why did we go to 3 feet to 
begin with?” Horry County 
Councilman Gary Loftus 
asked. “We went to 3 feet to 
keep people out of floodwa-
ters. … Why are we going  
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HOW HIGH IS HIGH ENOUGH?

House parts line the yards and curbs in the Polo Farms neighborhood in Longs after Hurricane Florence’s flood in 2018. 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Schuessler, Preaux vying for new state House District 61 seat
BY BRYN EDDY 
BRYN.EDDY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Republican Carla Schuessler and Democ-
rat Ashlyn Preaux are vying for the South 
Carolina House District 61 seat. 

This district was created during the 2020 
U.S. Census due to the surging growth in 
Horry County. Parts of Myrtle Beach and 
Conway along U.S. 501 are included in the 
district. 

“I’m feeling good,” Schuessler said. “It’s 
been a long race since filing in March, but 
I’m ready. … I am very hopeful and we’ve 
worked very hard.” 

Schuessler is originally from the Midwest 
and has lived in Horry County since 1997. 

As the chief operating officer for the 
Complete Legal Defense Team, Schuessler 
has experience in “managing operations 
and growth within businesses covering the 
property management, nonprofit, and legal 

sectors,” ac-
cording to her 
website. 

From talk-
ing to District 
61 residents, 
Schuessler 
said she has 
learned that 
they are con-
cerned with 

“the cost of gas and groceries and being 
able to take care of their families.” 

“Everyone's feeling the burden of in-
creasing inflation and that's a big deal,” she 
said. “I want to help where I can. And then 
also safety, supporting our police and first 
responders. Definitely, I’m wanting to help 
military, those that are serving and retired 
veterans. I want to make sure that they have 
the best access and services that are pro-
vided.” 

Preaux, according to her campaign site, 
comes from a "rural, working class back-
ground.” 

“First and foremost, I’m a mom,” she 
said. “I'm running on trying to make our 
kids’ education system better, trying to 
make living in South Carolina more afford-
able and have an overall higher quality of 
life for families, especially families with 
young kids.” 

Preaux also said that she wants to work 
on giving the residents of District 61 better 
access to skilled healthcare providers. 

“If you need a specialist, you have to 
drive to Charleston or to Columbia to see 
the doctor you need,” she said. “I have to 
take my kid about every three months to 
Charleston for an allergist and then my 
other daughter has to be taken to Columbia 
for her psychiatrist. 

“These are the things that we need to 
hear and no one is really addressing them.” 

The general election for District 61 is 
Tuesday, Nov. 8. 

There are seven early voting locations in 
the county, according to the South Carolina 
Election Commission, and each of them are 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Sat-
urday, Nov. 5. 

Here are early voting polling locations in 
Horry County: 

• Horry County Voter Registration and 
Elections Office at 1515 4th Ave. in Conway 

• Aynor Town Hall at 600 Main St., Aynor 
• Carolina Forest Library located at 2250 

Carolina Forest Blvd. 
• Grand Strand Senior Center located at 

1268 21st Ave. N. in Myrtle Beach 
•  North Strand Recreation Center located 

at 120 Highway 57 S. in Little River 
• South Strand Recreation Center located 

at 9650 Scipio Lane in Myrtle Beach 
•  Loris Public Safety Center located at 

3909 Walnut St. in Loris

Preaux Schuessler
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