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Everyone was royalty at Friday's Night to Shine at The Rock Church in Conway where there was dancing, food, carriage rides and more.

Conway's Night to Shine: A special event for special people
BY IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

On a night to celebrate those with
special needs, one mother and daugh-
ter relished their own shining mo-
ment.

Before honoring the other attendees
at Night to Shine, organizers held a
special ceremony to allow 98-year-old
Francis Morris to crown her daughter
Maria, who is on the autism spectrum.

“She’s been a blessing to me,” Fran-
cis Morris said. “We are glad that God
sent her to us. We appreciate her so
much.”

That embrace was one of many
memorable moments at Conway's
third annual Night to Shine, a prom
for people 14 and older with special
needs or disabilities.

The Rock Church hosted the event,
which had everything from a red car-
pet entrance for participants, a horse
drawn carriage, a karaoke section, a
dance floor and even a place for care-
givers and parents to relax while their
children enjoyed themselves. 

Lance Thompson’s daughter, Savan-
nah, has Williams Syndrome. She had
developmental delays and lives with
physical and mental disabilities. How-
ever, it’s nights like Friday that mean
so much to her.

“She attended the first one two
years ago and she looks forward to
this every year,” Lance Thompson
said. “She knows when it’s getting
close and she gets all excited. It’s a big

HCPD wants to add sensory kits to patrol cars Hopefuls begin to line
up for 2020 local races

Intersection named for distinguished Conway-area veterans
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Everybody who paid tribute
to Horry County’s first black po-
lice officer Friday talked about
his imposing size; they said he
had big hands, big feet and an
even bigger heart.

Jobe Blain was honored,
along with Willard Beaty and
Edward Blain Jr., who will all
have their names attached to
the intersection of Cates Bay
Highway and Dirty Branch
Road. All three are veterans.

Jobe Blain was noted prima-
rily for his work with Horry
County police, while Willard
Beaty and Edward Blain Jr. were
noted for their World War II mil-
itary service. None of the men
are still living, but the memo-
ries of their families and friends

remain strong, and sweet.
Ralph Vaught, the second

black Horry County police offi-
cer, took a stroll down memory
lane as he looked back to the
1960s when he first met Jobe
Blain and the two were serving
in the military together.

Jobe Blain was in the Army
before he and Vaught went into
the Air Force in Nevada.

When Vaught left the military
he went to school to become a
radio announcer, but Blain
called him encouraging him to
come to Conway and try to get
a job with Horry County police.
Lee Johnson was the chief at
that point.

Vaught said he tried unsuc-
cessfully for several years, be-
fore the late Sen. James Stevens
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S.C. Representative Jeff Johnson presents a resolution
about the naming of the Cates Bay Highway and Dirty

Branch Road intersection to family and fiends of Willard
Beaty.

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The sights and sounds in
an emergency situation are
overwhelming for anyone,
but even more so for adults
and children with special
needs. 

The Horry County Police
Department hopes to soon
have another tool in each
of its patrol cars to help
calm and comfort those in-
dividuals during a time of
crisis. 

HCPD is asking for the
community’s assistance to
provide officers with one
more tool to help those in
crisis - outfitting every pa-
trol unit with a ‘sensory kit’,
and a pair of noise-cancel-
ing headphones. 

The kits consist of a bag
filled with items to keep a
child or adult’s hands busy.
For those with sensory con-
cerns, such as autism,
doing so can improve focus

and reduce stress, which
could mean more positive
outcomes on emergency

calls. 
As the parent of a special

needs child, Capt. Johnny

Harrelson is helping spear-
head the effort that is near
and dear to him.

Harrelson’s 10-year-old
daughter Layla has Pitt
Hopkins syndrome, a rare
genetic disorder that ren-
ders her non-verbal, and
she is on the autism spec-
trum.

“As a parent in that realm
it’s an awesome thing, and I
hope it’s able to help some
child or adult with those
concerns,” Harrelson said. 

Many police or fire re-
sponses to emergencies in-
volve loud sirens and
flashing lights, which can
be too much stimulation
for someone with sensory
concerns, he said. 

What this toy kit can do is
provide some sensory in-
teraction and tactile input
and offer a distraction from
the stressful situation to
help de-escalate a possibly
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HCPD Capt. Johnny Harrelson and Deputy Chief K. Davis
show off the kits.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The first day of filing is
still more than a month
away, but some Horry
County candidates are al-
ready rolling out their
campaigns for public of-
fice.

Five Horry County
Council posts will be
filled and five Horry
County Board of Educa-
tion seats are also up for
grabs. The sheriff, clerk
of court, coroner, auditor
and treasurer posts will
be on the ballot as well.  

Beth Calhoun, who has
worked in the Auditor’s
Office for more than 19
years and is the current
assistant deputy auditor,
is already lining up her
bid for the position.

Longtime auditor Lois

Eargle is not seeking re-
election, meaning the of-
fice will have a new
leader for the first time in
nearly three decades. The
auditor’s office handles
the county’s tax billing. 

Calhoun says she has
already secured Eargle’s
endorsement for the job.

“I care very much
about the people who are
working there because
they’ve been there for a
long time,” Calhoun said,
pointing out that some-
times when new people
take over an office they
make changes in the
staff.

“I would hate to see
that affect anyone be-
cause we have an excel-
lent staff there, very
knowledgeable,” she said.
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