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Baseball and softball sea-
sons get underway this week
in Loris and city leaders are
hoping the days of delayed
and canceled games due to
poor field drainage is a thing
of the past.
During a Loris Chamber of

Commerce luncheon held
Thursday of this past week,
Tom Cocke, head of the Loris
Recreation Department, gave
an update on the drainage
work that has been taking
place at the city’s baseball
fields.
“We are putting drainage

under every field. We are
resurfacing the fields. Putting
down new clay,” Cocke said.
When the drainage project

was complete on one of the
fields, it rained on a Friday
and teams were able to play
the following day.
“That is a huge feat for us

at the Rec Department,” he
said.
The drainage upgrade is

just one of the many things
being done to improve the
recreation facilities in Loris.
Cocke said more than 5,000

feet of yellow fence toppers is
being added to all the fencing
at the ballfields.
“We are working on sig-

nage. We are working on
keeping the grass green.
There is major stuff happen-
ing,” he said.
Cocke said because of

funding the recreation
department has received, a
lot of things will be taking
place in upcoming months.
“We have completely

revamped the bath house. If
you come out [to the
Recreation Center] in 60 days
it will look completely differ-
ent,” he said.
One of the reasons Cocke
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A Loris man, who
claimed he never meant to
shoot his nephew, was sen-
tenced to 35 years in prison
today after a jury found
him guilty of murder and
possession of a weapon
during a violent crime.
Kia Wilson, attorney for

53-year-old Roger Dale
Grate, said that will likely
be a life sentence for her
client, who hasn’t had a
“criminally remarkable
existence.”
In fact, she said, he’s

never been in trouble and
had worked for 20 years at a
clothing manufacturing
company in Loris. She also
said he now acknowledges
his mistake.
Before sentencing, Wilson

argued that the guilty ver-

dicts did not reflect the evi-
dence presented and the
murder verdict should be
overturned, but Circuit
Judge Steven John denied
her motion saying there
was more than enough evi-
dence presented to find
Grate guilty if the jurors
believed the testimony
given, and apparently they
did.
It took about two hours

for the jury to come to its
decision.
John said there was no

reason given that made any
sense regarding what hap-
pened on Christmas night
in 2016 when family mem-
bers were gathered outside
around a fire.
One man’s dead and

another is about to spend
the rest of his life in jail, he
said.
Before John handed

down his sentence, April
Crocco, sister of the victim
Darrell Doctor, said her
brother was a great father,
son and brother and had a
girlfriend he could have
married at any time.
She said she didn’t want

his three children to have to
live with this situation.
“They should never be

afraid to walk outside to get
to their grandparents’
house,” she said.
She called Doctor a lov-

ing person, who never
argued, and was most often
found laughing.
She said she wishes she

could have him back, but
she knows she can’t.
Doctor died from one

shot in his forehead that
went straight through his
head and exited out the
back. Evidence showed that
Grate fired only once.

In a recorded statement
with Horry County police
detective King Hemingway,
taken only hours after the
shooting, Grate said he
intended to shoot over
Doctor’s head to stop him
from coming toward him.
Grate said he and his

stepson argued that night.
He was hesitant to say what
they argued about, but
eventually said it had to do
with the young man hurt-
ing his mom’s feelings over
a Christmas issue.
Grate called the argu-

ment just a little family
thing, but Doctor came
over and began to ask what
the argument was about.
Wilson told the jury in

her opening argument that
Doctor was extremely
intoxicated. In fact, his
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| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Good Hope Baptist Church,
6101 Privetts Rd., Conway,
invites everyone to the Fifth
Sunday Night Sing featuring
The End of the Road
Bluegrass Band Sunday,
March 31, beginning at 6 p.m.

The Men’s Conference will be
held at Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, March 23, 8:30 a.m. –
noon with lunch to follow.
Speakers will be Pastor Rusty
McAllister and Pastor Cliff
Mixon. Special singing by

Willing Hearts. Please RSVP by
March 15 so there will be
enough food prepared. Call
Derek Buffkin at 843-421-
8393.

Langston Baptist Church, 763
S.C. 905, will have Friend Day
on March 24 at 9:30 a.m. Do
you have a friend? Bring
him/her to church. Do you
need a friend? Come on, we
have one for you. Then April
21 come out and celebrate
the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The celebration begins

at 7:30 a.m. Phone (843) 365-
5141.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church,
1040 Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, will
have spring revival April 7 –
10. The Young Guns of Gospel
speakers will be Sunday, 6
p.m., Billy Phillips; Monday, 7
p.m., Nate Watts, Tuesday, 7
p.m., Benji Hutson, and
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Lloyd
Phipps. There will be special
singing nightly and a nursery
will be provided. 

A Niagara Falls and Toronto
trip is planned for Sunday
through Saturday, Sept. 22-28,
$625 per person based on
double occupancy. Leaving
from 2020 Daisy Rd., Loris, the
trip will include motorcoach
transportation, six nights
lodging including four consec-
utive nights in the Niagara
Falls area, 10 meals: six break-
fasts and four dinners, guided
tours of Niagara Falls and
Toronto, a visit to Casa Lomaj
(Canada’s most magnificent
castle), a visit to Niagara-on-

the-Lake and Queen Victoria
Park, and a journey to the
falls on a ‘Hornblower
Niagara Cruise’. A valid U.S.
Passport or U.S. Passport Card
is required for the tour. For
more information call Alvin
Jackson at 843-902-3366.
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Jury says shooting wasn't an accident; it was murder

Roger Grate enters an Horry County Courtroom during his
trial that started Tuesday morning of this past week and
ended Thursday. He has been on home detention wearing
an ankle monitor for the past two years. GRATE, A2
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More sports tourism is the goal of Loris recreation director

Lots of improvements are being made at the Loris Recreation Department. Drainage is being put under every field and the fields
are being resurfaced. Yellow fence toppers are being added and the bath house has been revamped.

Tom Cocke, Loris Recreation Director, was one of the speakers
at the Loris Chamber of Commerce meeting this past Thursday. LORIS REC, A3

Three Loris City

Council members

and one newcomer

file for mayor's seat 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The filing period is now underway for
anyone in the City of Loris who would like
to be a candidate in the special election to
fill the seat of Mayor Henry Nichols who
passed away Feb. 26.
As of this week’s Loris Scene deadline,

three people -- all current members of Loris
City Council -- had filed to appear on the
May 28 ballot. They are Todd Harrelson,
Joan Gause and Michael Suggs.
Todd Harrelson is the current Mayor Pro

Tem and has been a member of Loris City
Council since January 2017. He won during
a special election that was needed after
Councilman Michael Dozier resigned. He
was elected to a full term in December
2017.
Harrelson and his wife, Sheila have three

children and he is the owner of
Southeastern Timberland, Inc. as well as
TMH Real Estate, LLC.
Michael Suggs has been a member of

Loris City Council for 25 years. He lost by
only one vote when he ran against Nichols
in the 2015 mayor’s race. But he rebounded
in 2017 when he was the top vote-getter in
his bid for reelection to his council seat.
Suggs, a local attorney, says his experi-

ence on council and his dedication to help-
ing the residents of Loris are just some of
the things that will make him a good mayor
for the city.
Gause has been a member of council for

more than 25 years and is also a previous
mayor pro tem.
One newcomer, Jeanie Tyler-Fox,  filed

Monday morning.
She is a Loris native who works with

Advocare and the Joseph Law Firm.
She said she feels having a woman as

mayor would be a big asset. She said one of
her goals -- something Mayor Nichols tried
to get -- is to get a grant writer for the city.
Filing for the seat continues until noon

March 25. Anyone who wants to file can do
so at the temporary city hall located in the
Loris Public Works building. The fee to file
is $75. 
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