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May Hamby’s hair draped her
face as she dipped her head to
pray.
A tear dripped off her cheek be-
fore she could catch it with her
right index finger.
“We are here to be together,” she

told about 50 people gathered at
Valor Park in The Market Common
during a vigil for the 50 killed and
50 wounded in the recent
Christchurch, New Zealand, mas-
sacre at two mosques.
The vigil was organized by
Grand Strand Action Together, of
which Hamby is a member.

“We all have to be united. We
have so much more in common
than differences,” said Imam
Abdou Elhelali of the Grand Strand
Islamic Society. “We are all human
beings. We are all sharing the same
dreams and hopes.”
Faces of young and old turned to
the imam as he spoke of the differ-

ent religions sharing not only pain
for the massacre, but sharing
prayers for healing and peace.
Holding her phone, Hamby read
the names of the 50 people who
were killed in New Zealand.
“Just love each other,” she said
after reading the names and hug-
ging each person at the gathering.
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“Just love each other,” May Hamby said to about 50 people gathered at Valor Park in The Market Common during a vigil for the 50 killed and 50 wounded in the recent Christchurch,
New Zealand, massacre at two mosques. The vigil was organized by Grand Strand Action Together, of which Hamby is a member. 

‘JUST LOVE EACH OTHER’

Myrtle Beach group holds vigil for those killed in New Zealand
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A lawyer representing Horry
County Administrator Chris El-
dridge agreed to work with county
council on a settlement that could
result in an exit strategy for the ad-
ministrator within two weeks, ac-
cording to an email obtained

by the Chronicle.
County Council Chairman John-
ny Gardner confirmed that he
chose to take a discussion about
Eldridge’s contract off the agenda
for Monday night’s special meet-
ing after speaking with Eldridge’s
lawyer. 
“It’s always better than going
through the court process,” Gard-

ner said, referring to
a settlement. “I’m
excited about it. We
can get this stuff be-
hind us. It’s been like
pulling teeth.”
In an email Gard-
ner sent to county
officials on Monday,

he wrote that he had spent the

morning on the phone with El-
dridge’s lawyer. 
“She reached out to me this
morning to start the negotiations
for Mr. Eldridge’s termination
package,” he wrote. “They recog-
nize that under our form of gov-
ernment, the chairman and ad-
ministrator must have a good
working relationship for Horry

County to move forward. They also
recognize that the trust has been
broken in that relationship. She
thinks we can have this matter re-
solved within two weeks. I agree.
This will avoid a potential lawsuit
which we all know could drag on
for a year or so.”
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Horry County Government’s at-
torney told State Law Enforcement
Division (SLED) agents in January
that they should not label their in-
vestigation of county council
chairman Johnny Gardner “un-
founded” but continue probing
the relationships between the
chairman and some of his busi-
ness associates.
SLED’s investigation focused on
allegations that Gardner and his
business partner Luke Barefoot

tried to extort money from two
Myrtle Beach Regional Economic
Development Corp. (EDC) officials
during a Nov. 30 luncheon. Last
month, 15th Circuit Solicitor
Jimmy Richardson determined
there was no evidence a crime oc-
curred at that meeting. 
But more than a month before
SLED presented its findings to the
prosecutor, county attorney Arrigo
Carotti sent agents a list of ques-
tions he said he would ask if he

were looking into the matter as a
trial attorney.
In that document, which was
obtained from SLED through a
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request, Carotti asked
SLED agents if they had explored
the connections between some of
the individuals involved in the
case, including Barefoot, Gardner’s
campaign consultant Donald
Smith, former EDC chairman Fred
Richardson and Grand Strand

Daily blogger Paul Gable.
“I heard that in the Watergate
era, Deep Throat told Woodward
and Bernstein to just follow the
money,” Carotti wrote, referring to
the FBI official who secretly assist-
ed Washington Post reporters dur-
ing their coverage of that scandal.
“It is ludicrous to believe that ei-
ther [Horry County Administrator]
Chris Eldridge or I had any motive
whatsoever in all of this other than
reporting what we had been told

to his bosses and my client. Your
report should not come back as
undetermined, inconclusive, or
unfounded. The least it should say
is that the matter warrants further
investigation.”

‘Rely on it’
Carotti emailed SLED the ques-
tions a day after agents inter-
viewed him about the case. 
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Council chairman begins negotiating administrator’s exit

Eldridge

County attorney asked SLED to dig deeper in council chairman investigation
County attorney sent agents list of questions he said he would ask if he were looking into matter
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Horry County Council may
be looking for new represen-
tation. 
Next week, council mem-
bers will discuss a change in

legal strategy:
rather than
employ the
same lawyer to
represent both
the council
and county
staff, the 12-
member coun-
cil will consid-

er hiring a separate attorney
to exclusively represent the
council.
“It’s a good thing, I think,
for us to explore the idea,”
said councilman Al Allen,
who proposed the discus-
sion at Monday’s special
meeting. “As recent events
have unveiled, there are
times where the council may
differ with staff and it puts
the current county attorney
within the position he’s in. …
You cannot represent two
opposing sides.”
Allen’s suggestion comes
after council members
learned last week that coun-
ty attorney Arrigo Carotti
had emailed state police in
January telling them their in-
vestigation of extortion alle-
gations involving council
chairman Johnny Gardner
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Horry County
Council mulls
hiring attorney
to exclusively
represent council

Allen
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