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WEDNESDAY  

High 67, 

Rain 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

Low 39, 

Rain Showers 

THURSDAY 

High 55, 

Sunshine/Clouds mixed 

THURSDAY NIGHT 

Low 33, 

Partly Cloudy 

FRIDAY 

High 55, 

Partly Cloudy 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Low 31, 

Clear Skies 

SATURDAY 

High 55 

Intervals of Clouds 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

Low 36, 

Partly to Mostly Cloudy

| OUTSIDE |

Weather

Providing Hope for veterans

COURTESY PHOTO 

Providing Hope VA, a nonprofit that assists veterans, is expected to begin sitework next month on a veteran housing facility on U.S. 701 in Loris.

Nonprofit plans to bring emergency, transitional housing to veterans in Loris
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Nonprofit Providing Hope VA is breaking ground this 
week on a veteran housing facility beside its Loris location. 

The facility will provide emergency, transitional housing 
for veterans in need, clinical care, counseling, finance and 
employment workshops, and will be a safe place for veter-
ans to gather, according to a release from Providing Hope. 

"When Providing Hope VA was founded, our biggest goal 
was to build the Providing Hope Center,” founder and 
president James Arehart said in a release. “It is intended to 
be a one-stop shop, so to speak, for veterans in need. 
Whether it is housing, clinical care, counseling, personal 
finance, or understanding benefits, whatever the case, the 
Providing Hope Center will help provide all of these 
things.” 

The new center will also providing housing for female 

veterans, veterans with children and those who are unable 
to enter or qualify for other assistance programs, according 
to Providing Hope. 

"We'd like to see not only our veteran community helped 
but set a standard by which all projects in our area oper-
ate," James said. 

And the facility is planning to provide a space for four-
legged friends. 

HOUSING, A2 

Dare to bare: Grand Strand fighters ready for state's first pro bare knuckle bouts
BY ALAN BLONDIN 
BLONDINFREELANCE@GMAIL.COM 

Tomar ‘T-Bo’ Washington 
is preparing for a vehicular 
collision. 

That’s the level of trauma 
the Myrtle Beach resident 
believes is possible in the 
first professional bare 
knuckle boxing event in 
South Carolina next Friday. 

The fighting discipline 
was only recently approved 
in the state, and the inau-
gural event is Bare Knuckle 
Fighting Championship 35, 
which features 12 fights 
including three prelims 
beginning at 8 p.m. at the 
John T. Rhodes Myrtle 
Beach Sports Center. 

“This is almost like 
preparing, knowing that 
you’re going to get into a 

car wreck,” Washington 
said. “January 27th we’re 
going to have a car wreck 
because there is going to be 
damage done to both par-
ties, whether you’re getting 
hit or your hands, there’s 
going to be damage done. . . 
. Few people go into this 
and come out the same.” 

Washington is one of four 
local fighters among the 
combatants, as Grand 
Strand residents Andy 
Nguyen, Jordan Weeks and 
Brandon Bushaw are also 
scheduled to fight. 

The main event is a wel-
terweight showdown 
between undefeated fight-
ers Gorjan Slaveski of 
Macedonia and Yosdenis 
Cedeno of Cuba, with the 
winner in line for a title 
shot. 

Bare knuckle boxing is 
simply boxing with the 
knuckles exposed, which 
can cause more damage to 
the opponent’s face and 
also a fighter’s hands than 
punching with either box-
ing or MMA gloves. 

Nguyen, 40, who has 
been fighting professionally 
for eight years, is in one of 
the final three matchups in 
a female strawweight (115 
pounds) bout against 
Veronika Dmitriyeva of 
Russia. 

“I just want to perform 
and I want everyone to 
have fun,” Nguyen said. “I 
want everybody to be 
proud. I want it to be a 
good performance. I want 
people to be like, ‘Damn, 
she’s 40, turning 41 and 
she’s still doing this.’ ” 

NGUYEN IS BACK WHERE IT 
STARTED 

Nguyen, who splits time 
between Myrtle Beach and 
Jacksonville, North 
Carolina, got a late start in 
professional fighting. 

She attended the first 
MMA event ever held in 
Myrtle Beach around 2010 
at the Myrtle Beach 
Convention Center, and 
that night she decided she 
wanted to become an MMA 
fighter. 

She joined a gym and 
won an amateur fight with-
in three months. “I’ve been 
hooked ever since,” she 
said. 

She has mauled and 
modeled her way to success 
and notoriety in mixed 
martial arts.  

BARE KNUCKLE, A2 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Andy “The CrAsian” Nguyen spars with Fontini Kandris at the 
Fitness Edge MMA gymnasium in Carolina Forest on Jan. 16.

Police: Eight suspects connected to western Horry County murder 
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

After the body of a missing 
North Carolina man was found 
last week in western Horry 
County, police are seeking two 
more people in connection with 
the murder investigation. 

Ryan James Porter, 25, and 
Joshua Thomas Brown, 20, are 
wanted by the Horry County 
Police Department after Adam 

Soles was found dead Jan. 16 in 
the Galivants Ferry area. 

Porter is facing an assault and 
battery by mob charge and Brown 
is wanted for accessory after the 
fact, HCPD said Friday afternoon. 

Three adults were arrested last 
week in connection with the 
investigation. Three juveniles 
were also arrested, police said. 
One of the juveniles is charged 
with murder. 

Soles, 29, of Chadbourn, North 
Carolina, was found dead after he 

was originally reported missing 
on Jan. 10. He died after being 
struck with a blunt object multi-
ple times, police records state. 

Samantha Watts, 40, was arrest-
ed Jan. 16 in the Loris area and is 
charged with murder, accessory 
after the fact of murder and 
obstructing justice, as well as five 
drug-related charges. Bail has not 
been set for the murder charge. 
She was given a $10,000 bond for 
the obstructing justice charge and 
$15,000 for each drug charge, jail 

records state. Authorities said the 
drug charges are part of a sepa-
rate case. 

Police said Amber Watts was 
arrested last Wednesday and faces 
an accessory to murder charge. 
She was given a $15,000 bond, jail 
records show. 

Jonathan Edward Watts, 19, was 
arrested Wednesday and is 
charged with second-degree 
assault and battery by a mob and 
was given a $25,000 bond, accord-
ing to jail records. 

Police have not said if the sus-
pects are related. 

Few details have been released 
about the case. 

Arrest warrants state that Soles 
was struck multiple times with a 
blunt object, causing his death. 
Jonathan Watts assaulted the vic-
tim, who suffered a broken leg 
and nose and was unconscious, a 
warrant states. Amber Watts also 
worked with the suspects to 
remove and dispose of the victim’s 
body, arrest warrants state. 

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c3aab418-2872-54a6-8144-2c889ee44a73
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c3aab418-2872-54a6-8144-2c889ee44a73

