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Weather
High 92, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 75, partly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 91, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 91, partly sunny

SATURDAY

High 91, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individ-
uals in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m.

“In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA programs
are prohibited from discrimi-
nating based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disabili-
ty, age or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alter-
native means of communica-
tion for program informa-
tion (e.g. Braille, large print,

audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied
for benefits. Individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing or
have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. Additionally, pro-
gram information may be
made available in languages
other than English. To file a
program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the
USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint

Form, (AD-3027) found
online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.ht
ml and at any USDA office,
or write a letter addressed
to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your complet-
ed form or letter to USDA
by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence

Ave. SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Outside firm hired to help bring city audits up-to-date
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The preparation of audits
has been an issue Loris city
government has been dealing
with for years.
It is a problem the city has

been trying to fix on its own.
Correcting the audit problems
was something former interim

City Administrator Dennis
Drozdak vowed he would
accomplish when he was
hired in August 2019.
However, when he left that

position at the end of June, the
city’s audits were still behind.
Now, Loris City Council has

set aside money in the budget
to hire an outside firm to help
interim City Administrator

Brandon Harrelson bring the
audits up-to-date.
During a special council

meeting last week, it was
agreed to hire Newell
Richardson & Co. of
Johnsonville to help with the
job.
The last full audit the city

has sent to the state was in
2016. Because of that, the state

has been withholding $60,000
per year that would normally
be allocated to the city to help
provide needed services.
Council has allocated

$60,000 for the firm to do the
job of gathering all the needed
documentation and doing the
work needed to get everything
ready for the new audit.
Another $30,000 will be

paid to the firm to prepare the
actual audit.
Mayor Todd Harrelson says

Monica Richardson of the firm
will be the person doing the
job. He said her specialty is
working with smaller munici-
palities.
When the 2016 audit was

presented to council last year,
the accounting firm of
Mauldin and Jenkins said they
could not verify the authen-
ticity of the findings because
of most of the documents
they needed had been shred-
ded.
“Due to the destruction of

accounting records and
turnover in financial manage-
ment personnel, we were
unable to obtain accounting
records which support the

balance included in the finan-
cial statements as of, and for,
the 18-month period that
ended June 30, 2016,” a narra-
tive in the 2016 audit states.
The missing documents the

auditors needed to do a prop-
er accounting of the city’s
finances include cash, receiv-
ables, revenue, accrued liabili-
ties, inventory, prepaid items,
capital assets, long-term debt,
expenses/expenditures and
interfund balances.
Mayor Harrelson said this

new auditing firm is expected
to have all the documentation
-- with the help of city staff --
to bring the city’s books up to
date.
No timetable was given for

when the work will be com-
plete.

JANET MORGAN / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Angie Jones sits with her “long hauler” father, W.I. Jones at his home in Aynor.

Horryites suffering from prolonged
COVID-19 symptoms look for answers
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The same night Horry
County Board of Education
District 5 member Janice
Morreale was waiting to
hear the results of the pri-
mary election regarding her
board seat, she also
received some other results
– she was positive for

COVID-19. 
“A day or two later I was

feeling so much worse,”
Morreale said. 
Across the internet, those

dealing with long-term
effects of COVID-19 who
continue to test positive,
and whose bodies hang on
to some virus symptoms
longer than normal, have
started calling themselves

“long-haulers”. 
Numerous “long hauler”

groups have appeared on
social media, hoping to
help those continuing to
fight virus symptoms know
they are not alone.
Morreale began feeling

sick in early June, and was
unable to return to work
until Aug. 10. 
Her first symptoms began

June 4 with a barely-men-
tionable slight cough.
“Nothing to worry

about,” she said she felt at
the time, and she called in
to work sick June 5.
“It was probably really

the best decision,” Morreale
said. “I still had that cough
and because everyone’s

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The members of Good
Hope Baptist Church have
waited two years to see justice
done on behalf of two of their
former church members, who
were shot dead at their
Conway area home in August
of 2018.
But now that three arrests

have been made church
member Brent Groome calls

it bittersweet.
Randy Grainger, 53, of

Loris, and Samantha Ford
Rabon, 35, of Aynor, are both
charged with two counts of
murder. Grainger also faces
charges of arson, third degree,
and use of a vehicle without
permission with intent to
deprive. Teresa Martin, 54, of
Conway, is charged with con-
spiracy to commit a felony.
Almost two years after the

two Conway men, Robert

Ford Jr., 59, and his 25-year-
old son Robbie Ford, were
found dead at their home,
DNA evidence led Horry
County police to charge the
three Horryites Monday.
On one hand, Groome and

other members of his church
wanted to see the seemingly-
senseless killings solved, but
they didn’t expect the arrest to
“hit this close to home.”

Grainger Rabon Martin

Good Hope Church member says, after two years,
charges in church members' killings are bittersweet
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There will be a Loris
Bog Off Festival; How
big is still unknown 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There will be a 2020 Loris
Bog Off Festival in October -
- but how big the event will
be is dependent on how bad
COVID-19 is in Horry
County in late September.
Samantha Norris, execu-

tive director of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce met
with city officials Monday to
talk about plans for the festi-
val.
They ended that meeting

by deciding to meet again
this week to continue the
conversation.
“We will have a Bog-Off

Oct. 17,” Norris said. “I have
a plan.”
She said under the cur-

rent Centers for Disease
Control guidelines, a festival
can be held but she would
have to limit the number of
attendees.
Norris said the CDC laws

allow up to 1,212 people per
acre for outdoor events.
The area normally used

for the festival is approxi-
mately five acres.
She said if the CDC guide-

lines do not change, a deci-

sion will be made on
whether to hold the festival
in the city limits or to find a
bigger vacant lot outside of
the city so more people can
attend.
When asked how they

would keep track of the
number of people since the
event is outside, Norris said
the area would have to be
fenced.
Norris said the annual

Loris Bog-Off Pageants will
also be held as planned
Sept. 26.
This year, the pageants

will be held at Kingston
Lakes Education and
Business Center.
The pageants are usually

held at Loris High School
but because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Horry
County School District is
not allowing school audito-
riums to be rented.
Norris said the first pag-

eant for ages 0-9 will take
place at 1 p.m. and the pag-
eant for ages 10-24 will be
held at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $12 for each

pageant. Because of the
pandemic, only 250 tickets
per pageant will be sold. 
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