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County leaders set to vote on new council, school board districts
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

Carolina Forest would anchor District 3 under latest redistricting map

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Most of Carolina Forest would
be represented by one Horry
County Council member if county
leaders approve the new voting
districts they will review next
week.
Adopting the districts — which
also apply to Horry County Board
of Education seats — requires

three council votes, though there
has been no public pushback from
county leaders over the new borders. The first vote is scheduled for
Tuesday night.
“Taking into account the enormous population that has moved
into Horry County and the devel-

oping communities that have
changed over the last 10 years like
Carolina Forest and Highway 90
and the Burgess community, we’ve
been able to really consolidate
these districts where they have
singular representation,” said
Horry County Councilman Tyler

Servant, who chaired the committee that unanimously supported
the revised map on Tuesday.
“Highway 90’s going to be represented by two members now and
not a handful. Carolina Forest will
be represented by one singular
member and not a handful. And so

I believe you’re going to be able see
better representation for these
communities of interest across the
county.”
The county’s population grew by
more than 30% over the last
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FOREST MARKETPLACE TAKES SHAPE
Tenant list includes Italian market, Chinese restaurant and nail salon
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

When Lisa Fuda began looking for a
place to open her Italian restaurant
and market, she focused on Carolina
Forest.
The New York transplant found the
area had many people with similar
backgrounds, and she thought her
business, Nonna’s Taste of Italy, would
thrive there.
“A lot of them are from New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut,” she said.
“They’re looking for something like
this, an Italian eatery, somewhere
where you can go with a girlfriend for
a glass of wine and have a little charcuterie board or you can go with the
family as well. … That’s why we
named it Nonna’s (Nonna means
grandmother in Italian). This is going
to be a family place.”
Nonna’s is one of four businesses
slated to open in the Forest Marketplace by the end of the year. The
planned strip mall in the heart of Carolina Forest has been in the works for
more than three years, but construction is finally underway.
The project received a stormwater
permit from Horry County Government last year, and committed tenants are ready to see a finished product, said Robbie Leopard of Match
Property Managers.
“It’s coming,” he said. “We’re closer
than what we were.”
The three-acre site sits along Carolina Forest Boulevard near the Summerlyn neighborhood. The property
is directly across from the Carolina
Forest Library, and it’s one of the few
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Forest Marketplace is under development off of Carolina Forest Boulevard at the Summerlyn community entrance on Monday.

Audit calls on Santee Cooper to be more transparent with street lights program
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
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Santee Cooper’s street lights program was audited last year.

Santee Cooper should overhaul
the billing practices for its street
lights program so customers can
easily see a breakdown of the utility’s charges, according to the recommendations of an audit released last month.
Conducted by the state’s Office
of Regulatory Staff (ORS), the audit
examined the concerns raised by
Grand Strand HOA leaders,
who have for years argued that
they pay the state-run utility too
much for outdoor lighting in their
communities.

“We look forward to a follow-on
meeting with Santee Cooper,” said
Bob Sweet, president of the Plantation Lakes POA Board of Directors, in an email. “Our hope: That
it produces equitable solutions to
the key issues we’ve raised with
them for over two years.”
Plantation Lakes is one of more
than 500 residential communities
impacted by Santee Cooper’s outdoor lighting program.
The HOAs pay for their street
lights through lease agreements
with the utility. For example, Plantation Lakes forks out more than
$8,500 per month for its 220 lights
and power. Residents maintain

they’ve paid for the infrastructure
multiple times over.
“The core issue of the
POA/HOAs’ complaints is with the
monthly rental charges for outdoor lighting,” the ORS audit stated. “The POA/HOAs have stated
the equipment associated with
their respective outdoor lighting
systems has been paid for.”
HOA leaders and Santee Cooper
have debated various options for
addressing residents’ concerns
about the program, though
progress has been slow.
The parties discussed the
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