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Lack of records hampers Loris audits
BY TOM O’DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

So many 2017 financial records are missing
from the City of Loris that auditors can’t provide a formal opinion about the city’s status
for that fiscal year.
Most municipalities undergo an annual
audit, but the 2017 audit is the most recent
review of the city’s financial records.

Robin Poston of the accounting firm of
Harper, Poston and Moree told Loris City
Council Monday night that bank statements
were not recorded and many financial records
are missing.
“We didn’t have enough data to give an
opinion,” Poston said. “Normally our report
gives more details. The data was so skewed,
we would have had to make too many guesses.”

The report listed, among other items, cash,
receivables, revenue, liabilities, inventory,
capital assets, long-term debt and inter-fund
balances as accounting records for which the
auditors could not find support.
In many cases, Poston said the auditors had
to take extra measures to figure out money
trails within the city’s finances.
“We didn’t have source documents to know
where property taxes should be applied,” she

said. “We had to look at the dates on the actual checks.”
Enough records were found to show that
the city spent more than it took in during the
year. According to the report, the city’s general fund lost $1.7 million.
The actual revenues for the year totaled
$2,183,625 and expenditures were $3,887,793.
AUDITS, A2

‘One of the fastest-growing areas of the county’

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County leaders talk about the official opening of Horry County Fire Rescue Station 13 in Longs. The station was built to serve one of the fastest-growing areas of the county.

County officials celebrate opening of Longs fire station
“This area has needed this for a while. If you have more sand
and water, you get more attention than over here.”

BY TOM O’DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

More than 30 years ago, the small fire station in Longs was manned solely by area volunteers.
On Tuesday, Horry County leaders praised
those volunteers and joined about a dozen
career firefighters to mark the grand opening
of the county’s newest fire station in Longs.
Located at 801 S.C. 9, Horry County Fire
Rescue Station 13 joins 40 other fire and EMS
stations scattered throughout the county.
Ground was first broken on the $2.2 million
state-of-the-art facility on Feb. 14, 2020. Horry

| OUTSIDE |

Danny Hardee
Horry County councilman
County Councilman Danny Hardee said the
station is long overdue.
“This area has needed this for a while,”
Hardee said, noting that the coastal stations
are typically built first. “If you have more sand
and water, you get more attention than over
here.”

Horry County Fire Rescue Chief Joseph
Tanner said the time was right to place a new
station in the Longs community.
“We looked at the data and realized this
was one of the fastest-growing areas of the
county,” Tanner said.
Tanner and the other speakers all empha-

sized the role of volunteer firefighters in the
evolution of the Longs fire station.
“This station, itself, is a collaboration of
career and volunteer staff that came together,” Tanner added. “This community is the
reason we’re here.”
New additions for the station include a full
array of firefighting equipment, the only
drive-thru bays in the department and a fullystaffed medic unit.
According to department officials, the station has actually been in operation for two
months and the medic unit has already run
FIRE STATION, A2

Horry County Sheriff’s Office says goodbye to county’s finest, furriest
BY IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING

Weather
WEDNESDAY
High 92, Clouds & Sunshine
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Low 74, Partly Cloudy
THURSDAY
High 90, Partly Cloudy
THURSDAY NIGHT
Low 73, Few Clouds
FRIDAY
High 90, Clouds & Sunshine
FRIDAY NIGHT
Low 73, Few Clouds
SATURDAY
High 91 Partly Cloudy

IAN.BROOKING@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

He loved raw eggs.
“Any time we picked up an egg carton from the refrigerator,
he knew,” Cpl. Misty Puckett described her dog and partner
Kane as a laid-back German shepherd.
One time, Puckett had picked up a couple cartons of fresh
eggs from a police dog trainer in Richland County. Many of
them didn’t make the trip back home.
“He had actually gotten through the partition center of his
kennel and he helped himself to my fresh eggs I had gotten,”
Puckett recalled. “I think he ate like seven of them.”
Earlier last week, Kane was diagnosed with terminal cancer,
KANE, A3

“He would just take over the office.
Everybody was so happy to see him and he
was happy to see everybody. He had his
ball with him and he’d come to you and
dropped the ball in your lap.”
Phillip Thompson
Horry County sheriff

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

K-9 Kane, who retired from the Horry County Sheriff's Office, died last week.

